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THE HONOURABLE 



HORACE WALPOLE, Efq. 



SIR, 

IT A K E the liberty of prefixing your 
name to a volume of the World, as 
it gives me an opportunity not only of 
making you my acknowledgments for 
the Eflays you have honoured me with, 
but alfo of informing the Public to 
whom I have been rfbliged. 

That you may read this Addrefs with- 
out a blufh, it (hall have no flattery in 
it. To confefs the truth, I mean to 
compliment myfelf ; and I know not 



vi DEDICATION. 

how to do it more effe£hially, than by 
thus fignifying to my readers that, in 
the conduft of this Work, I have not 
been thought unworthy of your cor- 
refpondence. 



I am, 
SIRi 

Your moft obedient,' 
humble Servant 

ADAM HTZ'ADAM: 
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Numb. 53. Thursday, Jan. 3, 1754* 



THERE are few employment! which rpqpire a 
greater degree of circumfpeAion than that of 
conduclin* a public Paper. Double meanings 
are fo much the delight of all cooverfotions, that people 
Seldom chuie to cake things in their obrtous feme, bat 
are potting words and fenteoces to the torture, to force 
confdfions from them whieh their authors never meant; 
or if they had, would have deferved a whipping for. 

For this reafon I take all the pains 1 can to be on* 
dcrftood but one way. And, indeed; were I to publiih 
nothing in thefe Papers but what I write myfelf, I 
fhould be very little apprehenfive of double conftruc- 
tions i but, it feems, I have not been fuficiently guarded 
agatnft the fubtleties of my correfpondents. Amanda's 
letter, in my lad Paper, has beep difeovered to be a ma- 
nifeft defign to remove the lace trade from Ludgate- 
hill to Duke's Court. Some people make no coafcience 



of declaring, that I am the author of it myfelf, and 
that I received a cbnfiderable bribe for writing it. 
Others are of opinion that it is the production of a 
very pretty journey woman in Duke's Court, who is 
entering into partncrfhip with her miftrefs in the lace 
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trade, and has taken this method to bring cuftoo* 
to the fhop. But whoever is the writer of this letter, 
or whatever was the defignof it, all people are agreed 
that the effect is certain ; it being very obfervable that 
the virtuous women have been feen, for this week paft, . 
to crowd to the lace-fhops in Duke's Court, and that 
fcarcely hfclf a dozen of them have appeared upon Lud- 
gate-hill fincc they were apprifed, by this Paper, that 
iuch a perfon as Amanda was known to be houfed there. 
From at leaft half a dozen letters which I have recei- 
ved upon this occafion, I fhall only publilh the two 
following. 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
*SIR, 

u I beg to be informed if the letter, figned Amanda^ 
*' in your laft Paper, be reality or invention : if reality, 
" pleafe to tell me at which of the lace-Chops the crea- 
« ture lives, that I may avoid the odious fight of her, 
." and not be obliged to buy my laces of a milliner, of 
•*. to murder my horfes by driving them, upon every 
" trifling occafion, to the other end of the Town. 
« lam. SIR, 

u Your humble fervant, 

V Rebecca Blameless." 
Cbtapfule f Dec. *pth, 1753. 

" Mr Fitz-Adam, 

" I beg that you will do me the juftice to inform the 
<« public that I have not had a lying-in in my hbufe 
" fince I was brought to bed of my fourteenth child, 
" which is Eve years ago next Lady-day; and that the 
f< young woman who has affiftcd me in the lace trade 
1 
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" for thefe laft three months, i* not called Am*nda % 
** but Lucretia. lam, 

« Your very humble fervant, 

WiMatfRiD Bobbin/ 1 
Ludgatebillt Dec. 30 its J. 

I wifti, with all my heart, that is was as eafy for tut 
to make amends for what has happened, as it is to vindi* 
cate myfelf from any interefteddefign in the publication 
of Amanda's, letter. It was fent to Mr Dodfiey's by 
the penny-poft, written in a very pretty Italian hand* 
and will be fhown to as many of the curious as are de* 
firous of feeing it. 

I will not deny that I ought to have cancelled this, 
letter ; as I might reafonably have fuppofed that no* 
lady, who entertained a proper regard for her virtue, 
would be feen at a lace-fhop upon Ludgate-hill, while 
there was a bare poulbility of her being ferved by 
Amanda. Indeed, to confefs the truth* I have always 
been of opinion that every young creature, who ha* 
been once convicted of making a flip, (hould be compel* 
led to take upon her the occupation of ftreet* walking alfr 
her life after. 

It is a maxim among the people called Quakers, (and 
a very laudable one it is), not to fuffer a convicted and 
open knave to be one of their body. They have a par* 
ticular ceremony, by which they expel him their com* 
munity : and though he may continue to profefs the 
opinions of Quaker ifm, they look upon him to be>no 
member of their church, and no otherwise a. brother* 
than a? every man is defcended from one common father* 

I make no doubt but that the Quakers have copied 
this piece of policy from tbe ladies : but as moil copies 
are obferved to fall (hart of the fpirit of their orginais* 
this indubious, prudent, and opulent, fet of people, will* 

Volume iL . B * 
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I hope, txttifc me, if I prefer a firft and fini&cddeAgii 
to an imperfect imitation of it. 

The Quakers have never, that I know of, excommuni- 
cated a member for one Angle failure j nor, upon fre- 
quent repetitions of it, have they fo drives him from die 
commerce of mankind as to make him defperate in vice, 
or to kill him with despair. How nobly fever* are the 
ladies to thcapoftates from purity ! To be once frail, 
it (or ever to be infamous. A fail from virtue, howevc© 
circutnftanced, or however repented of, can admit of 
no extenuation. They look upon, the offender and the 
offence with equal cteteftation; and poftpone bufinenv 
nay, even pleafure itfelf, for the great duty of detra&oa* 
aad for configniog to perpetual infamy a fifter who has 
dilhononrcd diem. 

Thts fettled and unalterable hatred of impurity can- 
not be fnf&ciently admired, if it be confidered how de- 
Kcaieiy the bofoms which harbour it ate formed, and 
how eafy it is to move them to pity and companion io> 
all other inftances: especially if we add to this confident* 
tion, its having force enough to tear up by the roots 
thofe fincere and tender friendships which all haadfcmo 
women, in a ftate of virtue, are fo well known to fed 
for one another* 

Nothing can fo ftrongiy convince me of the truth of 
vhefe female fritndflrips as the arguments which ftral- 
low and fupcrficiat men have thought proper to bring 
againft then*. They tell us that no fcandfosne woma* 
ever Aid a cwil thing of one as handfome as herielf j 
tint, on the contrary, that it is always the delight of 
both to kfien the beauty and to detract from the repw* 
nation of each other. 

Admitting the accufation Co be true, bow. eafy is* it 
to fee through the good-natured difguife of this bcha* 
viout ? Thefe generous young creatures are fo^appro* 
henfivc for their companions, that they deny them 
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beauty in order to iecnxe them from toe attempts of 
Libertines. They know that the principal ornament of 
feme? b virtue ; and chat without both a lady is fid* 
dorn in danger of an obftinate porfiitt; for which rca« 
Jon they very prudently deny her the podeffion of either* 
The lady thos obliged* is doing in retona the feme 
agreeable fervice to her beautiful acquaintance; and it 
wondering what the men can fee in fneh trifling cresw 
tnres to be even tolerably civil to them* Thus, voder 
die appearance of eavy and ill-nature* they maintain 
inviolable friendships, and live in a mutual raterconrfe 
of the kindeft offices. Nay* to fuch a pitch of cnthn* 
fiafm have tbcfefriendfhips been fometimes carried, tfaaC 
I have known a lady to be under no apprehenfions for 
hcr&lf, chough podhed by half the rakes in the Town, 
who has abfoiutely fainted away at feeing one of thefc 
rakes osriy paying with the fan of her handfome friend* 
The feme sftfcrcet behaviour is obferved by almoft 
every lady in her afairs with a man. if (he would ex* 
pnis her approbation of him, the phraft is, " What a 
" ridiculous animal 1" When approbation is grown into 
love, it is, M Lord, how I deteft him 1" But when (he 
rifes to a folenm declaration of, u I will die a thoufand 
" deaths rather than givehimmyconfeot," we are then 
fare that the fcttlcments are drawing, Or that (he has 
packed ap her clothes, and intends leaping into bis arms 
without any ceremony whatfoever. 

There-may poffibly bccavillers at this behaviour of the 
ladies, as well as unbelievers in female friendfhip ; bat 
1 dare venture to affirm, that every man will honour 
them for their extraordinary civilities and good humour 
to the Jedttcers of their fex. Should a lady objeft to 
the company of fuch men, it would naturally be faid 
that (he fnfpe&ed her own virtue, and was confeious of 
tarrying paffions about her which were in danger of 
being kindled into flames by every fjrarfc of temptation. 
B a 
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And this is the obvious reafon why the ladies are fo- 
particularly obliging to thefe gentlemen both in public 
and private. Thofe gentle fouls, indeed, who have the 
purity of their fez more at heart than the reft, may good- 
naturedly intend to make converts of their betrayers ; 
but i cannot help thinking that the meetings upon thefe 
occafions mould be in the prefence of a third perfon : 
for men are fometimes fo obftinate in their errors, 
and are able to defend them with fo much fophi&ry, 
that, for want of the interposition of this third perfon, 
a lady may be fo puzzled as to become a convert to 
thofe very opinions which (became on purpofc to con* 
fute. 

It is very remarkable, that a lady fo converted is ex* 
tremely apt, in her own mind, to companionate thofe 
deluded wretches whom a little before (he perfecuted 
with fo much rigour : but it is alfo to be remarked, 
that this.foftnefs in her nature is only the confequence 
pf her depravity: for while a lady continues as (he 
(hould be, it is impoffible for her to feel the lead ap* 
proaches of pity for one who is otherwife. ' 
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" Hoc novum eft aurupiui 
. " Poftremo imperavi epomet mihi 
«* Omnia aflentari. Is quaeftus nunc eft mnlto uberrimiis." Ter % 

This is a new way of birdins; ; in Jhort, I have forced myfelf to applaud 
every thing. This, trade is far the moft lucrative in* this age. 

TH A T an effay on Hearers has not been given us. 
by the writers of the laft age, is to be accounted 
for from the fame, reafons that the Ancients have left 
us no, treatife on tobacconiih or fugu^ pUstgi^ . :.Th$ 
world is continually changing by the two great princU 
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pies of revolution and difcbvery : as thefe produce no- 
velty , they furnilh the bafis of our fpeculations. 

The pride of our anceftorsdiftinguifhed them from the 
vulgar by the dignity of taciturnity. If we conlult old 
pictures, we ihall find (fuitable to the drefs of the times) 
the beard cut, and the features compofed to that gravi- 
ty and folemnity of afpec? which was to denote wifdom 
and importance. In that admirable play of Ben John- 
fon's, which, through the capacity and induftry of its 
reviver, has lately fo well entertained the Town, I mean, 
Every Man in bis Humour •, a country fquire fets up for 
high breeding, by refolving to be " proud, melancho- 
" ly, and gentlemanlike." In the man of birth or bofi- 
ncfs filence was the note of wifdom and diftindtion ; and 
the haughty peerefs then would no more vouchfafe to 
talk to her equals than (he will now to her inferiors* 

In thofe times, when talking was the 'province only 
of the vulgar or hireling, fools and jefters were the 
ufual retainers in great families; but now, fo total is 
the revolution, voices are become a mere drug, and will 
fetch no money at all, except in the fingle inftance of 
an election. Riches, birth, and honours, affert their 
privileges by the oppofite quality to filence ; infomuch, 
that many of the great eftates and manfion»houfes in 
this kingdom feem* at prefent, to be held by the tenure 
of perpetual talking. Fools and jefters muft be ufelefs 
in families, where the matter is no, more afhamed of ex- 
poGng his wit at his table to his guefts and fervants 
than his drunkennefs to his conftituents. ..This revo- 
lution has obtained fo generally all over Europe, that 
at this day a little dwarf of the king of Poland, who 
creeps out after dinner from under the trees* of the de- 
fert, and utters impertinencies to every man at table, 
is talked of at other courts as a Angularity. 

Happy was it for the poor talkers of thofe days that 
fo great a revolution was brought about by degrees ; 
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for though I can conceiv e it eafy enough to mm the 
writers sit Cooftaattoople into printers, and believe k 
pofitble to make a chimney -fweeper a miller, a tallow- 
chandler a perfumer, a ramefier a politician, a fine lady 
a ftocJcjobber, or a blockhead a connoiueur, I can have 
no idea of fo ftrange a metamorphofis^s that of a talker 
into a hearer. That hearers, however, have arilen ia 
later times to anfwer in fbme degree the demand for 
them, is apparent from the numbers of them' which 
are to be found in not families, under the various de- 
nominations of coufin, humble companion, chaplain, 
led captain, toad-eater. Sec. But though each of jheft 
characters frequently officiates in the poft of hearer, it 
will be a great oiftake if a hearer fhoutd imagine ha 
may ever interfere in any of their departments. When 
the toad-eater opens in praifie of many veniibn, or a 
greafy ragout; when the led-captain and chaplain, 
conimend prickt- wine, or any other liquors, fueh as the 
French call CSt^k^/bh the hearer muft £ubmit to be 
potfoned with fiience. When the coufin is appealed to 
for the length of a fosvehate, and ouches his patron ; 
when the fquirc of the Fens declares he has no dirt near 
hafceufe* and the coufin fwears it is a hard gravel for 
five miles round ; or when the hUkimprover afibrts that 
he never few his turf burn before; asc}, turning inert, 
fays, " Did you, coufia?" iafuch cafes as theft the 
anfwers may give a dangerous example: for if a nnr 
whelp of a hearer flionld happen so give his tongue, he 
will be rated mid corroded lie a puppy. 

The great duty, therefore, of this office is fiience; and 
I could prove die high antiquity of it by the Tyro*i of 
the Pythagorean fchool, and the ancient worfiiip of 
Harpocnttes, the tutelary deity of this feci. Pythago* 
ras bequeathed to his fcholars that celebrated rule, 
which has never yet been rightly underftood, «• Wor- 
9< Ihip, or rather Andy, the Echo; 9 ' evidently intending 
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thereby to inculcate, that hearers mould ofaferw that 
an echo never pots in a word till the (peaker comes to 
a panic. A great and comprehenfivt kflon! hot* 
beings perhaps, too conciie for the inftruftson of vulgar 
minds, it may be necefiary to defcend more minutely 
into particular hint* and cautions. 

A hearer mnft not be drowfv; for nothing perplexes 
a talker like the accident of deep in the midft of his 
harangue: and I have known a French talker rile up 
and hold open the eyelids of a Dutch bearer with his 
finger and thumb. 

He moft not fqoint ; for no lover b to jealoos as a 
true talker, who will be perpetually watching the mo* 
tion of the eyes, and always rafpeding that the atten- 
tion is dirc&ed to that fide of the room to which they 
point. 

A hearer moft not be a leer of fights; he muft let a 
hare paft as qokdy as an ox j and never interrupt nar- 
ration by crying ont at fight of a highwayman or a 
mad*dog. An acquaintance of mine, who lived with 
a maiden aunt, loft a good legacy by the iH-timcd ar- 
rival of a coach and lix, which he firft discovered at 
the end of the avenue* and announced as a moft accep- 
table hearing to the pride of the family ; but it hap- 
pened unluckily to be at the very time that the lady 
of the houfe was relating the critical moment of her 
life, when fhe was in the greateft danger of breaking 
her vow of celibacy. 

A hearer moft not have a weak head; for though 
the talker may like he fhould drink with him, he docs 
not chafe he mould fall under the table till him&lf is 
Ipeechlcfs. 

He muft not be a newfmonger ; becauie timet paft 
have already fumifhed the head of his patron with all 
the ideas he chnfes it ihoald be ftored with. 

Laftly, and principally, a hearer muft not be a wit. 
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I remember one of this profeffion, being told by a 
gentleman, who, to do him juftice, was a very good fea- 
paan, that he had rode from Portfmouth to London in 
. four hours, afked ; " If it was by Shrewfbury clock ?* 
It happened the perfon fo interrogated had not read 
Shake! pe are, which. was the only reafon 1 could aflign 
why the adventurous queriil was not immediately fent 
aboard the Stygion Tender* 

But here mult we obferve that filence, in the opinion 
of a talker, is not merely a fuppreffion of the action of 
the tongue, it is alfo neceflary that every mufcle of the 
face, and member of the body, (bouJd receive its motion 
from no other fenfation than that which the talker 
communicates through the ear. 

A hearer, therefore, muft not have the fidgets; he 
rouft not dart if he hears a door clap, a gun go off, or. 
a cry of murder He muft not fnuff with his noftriis 
if he fmell fire ; becaufe, though he (hould fave the 
houfe by it, he (hould be as ill rewarded as CalTandra 
for her endeavours to prevent the flames of Troy, or 
Gulliver for extinguifliing thofe of Liliiput. 

There are many more hints which I ihould be de- 
firous of communicating for the benefit of beginners, 
if I was not afraid of making my paper too long to be 
properly read and considered within the compafs of a 
week, in which the greateft part of every morning is 
neceflarily.dedicated to mercers, milliners, hair-cutters, 
voters, levees, lotteries, lunges, &c. I (hall therefore 
fay a word or two to the talkers, and haften to a con* 
clufion. 

And here it. would be very impertinent, and going 
much out of the way,, were I to interfere in the juft 
rights which thefe gentlemen have over their own 
officers and domeftics. I would only recommend te 
them, when they come into other company, to confi- 
der that it is expe&ed the talk of the day (hould be " 
i 
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proportioned among them in degrees, according to the 
acres they feverally poflefs, or the number of ftars an- 
nexed to their names in the lift printed from the pub- 
lic funds : that hearing is an involuntary tribute, which 
is paid, like other taxes, with a reluctance, increafing in 
proportion to the riches of the perfon taxed : that it is 
a falfe argument for a talker to fay to a jaded audience, 
he will tell a ftory that is true, great, or excellent; for 
when a man has ate of the firft and fecond courfe till 
he is full to the throat, you tempt him in vain at the 
third, by alluring him the plate you offer is ope of the 
beft entremets Le Grange ever made. 
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1 Extin&as amabitur." Hor. 

• When dead fliall prove 



An objeft worthy of efteem and love. 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

I AM one of thofe benevolent perfons who, having 
no land of their own, and not being free of any oiae 
corporation, like true citizens of the world, turn all 
their thoughts to the good of the Public, and are 
known by the general name of Projectors. All the 
good I ever did, or thought of, was for the Public: 
my fole anxiety has been for the fecurity, health, re- 
venue, and credit, of the Public; nor did lever think of 
aying any dehts in my whole \ifc except thofe of the 
ublic. This public fpirit, you already fuppofe, has 
been mod amply rewarded; and, perhaps, fufpeel that I 
am going to trouble you with an oftentatious boaft of 
the public money I have touched ; or that I am devifing 
Volum&4L ' C 
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foroe artful evafion of an inquiry into the method by 
-which I amafled it; on the contrary, I mud allure 
you that I have carried annually the fruits of twelve 
months deep thought to the Treafury, Pay- office, and 
Victualling-office, without having brought from any one 
of thofe places the leaft return of treafure, pay, or vie* 
tuals. At the Admirality the porters can read the 
longitude in my nightgown as painly as if the plaid 
was worked into the letters of that word ; and I have 
had the mortification to fee a man with the dulleft 
project in the world admitted to the Board, with no 
other preference than that of being a ftranger, while I 
have been kept ftitvering in the couct. 

After this ihort hiftory of myfelf, it is time I fhould 
communicate the project I have to prppofe for your 
particular confideration. 

My propqfal is, that a new office be erected in this 
metropolis, and called the Extinguifhing Office. In 
explaining the nature of this Office, I ihall endeavour 
to convince you of its extraordinary utility : and that 
the fcope and intent of it may be perfectly understood, 
I beg leave to be indulged in making a few philofophU 
cal remarks. 

There is no obfervation more juft or common in ex- 
perience, than that every thing excellent in Nature or 
Art has a certain fixed point of perfection proper to 
itfelf, which it cannot tranfgrefs without lofing much 
of its beauty, or acquiring fome blemifh. 

The period which Time puts to all mortal things is 
brought about by an imperceptible, decay ; and what- 
ever is once paft the crifis of maturity affords only the 
ypelanchply profpect of being impaired hourly, and of 
advancing through the degrees of aggravated defor* 
rnity to its di Ablution. 

We inconfiderately bewail a great man whom Death 
fc^s taken off, as we fay, in the bloom of his glory; an4 
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yet confefs it would have been happier for Priam, Han- 
nibal, Pompey, and the Duke of Marlborough, if Fate 
had put an earlier period to their lives. 

Initead of quoting a multitude of Latin verfes, I 
refer yon to that part of the tenth Satire of J u vena], 
which treats of longevity ; but I muftdefire particularly 
to remind you of the following pafiage; 

" Provida Pompeio dedcrat Campania fcbrei 
" Optanda." 

Campania, Fortune's malice to prevent, 
To Pompey an indulgent favour Tent ; 
But public favours impos'd on Heav'n to give 
Their much-lov'd leader an unkind reprieve. 

It is to a mature reflection on the fenfe of this paflage 
that t owe the greateft thought which ever entered the 
brain of a projector ; and I doubt not, if I could once 
cftablifh the Otfice in queftion, of being able to ftrike 
out from this hint a certain method of practice, that 
would be as beneficial to mankind as it would be new 
and extraordinary. 

It has been the ufual cuftom, when old generals have 
worn out their bodies by the toils of many glorious 
campaigns, beauties their complexions by the fatigues 
of exhibiting, their perfons, orjpatriots their confuta- 
tions by the heat of the Houfe, to fend them to fome 
purer air abroad, or to Kenfington Gravel- Pits at home : 
but as there is nothing fo juttly to be dreaded as the 
chance of furviving good fame, I am for fending all fuch 
perfons, in the zeqith of their glory, to the fens in ElTex. 

As it is with man himfelf, fo likewife fhall we find it 
with every thing that proceeds from him : his plans 
are great, juft, and noble, worthy the divine image he 
bears : his progreffion and execution, to a certain point $ 
anfwerable to his defigns ; but beyond it all is weak- 
nefs, deformity, and difgrace. To be aflured of this 
C 2 
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point, it is as neceflary to confult another as the (iek 
roan his phyfician, to know the crifis of his diftemper : 
but whom to apply to is the important queftion*' 
A friend is, of all men living, the moft unfit, becaufe 
good counfel, and fincere advice, are known to produce 
an immediate diflblution of all focial connexions. The 
neceffity of a new Office is, therefore, evident ; which 
Office I propofe (hall be hereafter executed by commif- 
fion, but firft (by way of trial) by a (ingle perfon, inveft- 
ed with proper powers, and univerfally acknowledged 
by the ftyle and title of Sworn Extinguifher, To explain 
the functions of this perfon, I (hall relate to you the 
accident which furnifhed the firft hint for what I am 
now offering to your perufal. 

Whenever I have been fo happy as to be matter of a 
candle, I have obferved, that though it has burnt with 
great brightnefs to a certain point, yet the moment that 
the dame has reached that point it has become lefs 
and lefs bright, rifing and falling, with great ( inequalities, 
till at laft it has expired in a moft intolerable ftink. In 
other families, where Poverty is not the direftrefs, the 
candle lives and dies without leaving any ill odour be* 
hind it ; and this by the well-timed application of a 
machine called an Extinguifher. 

It is the ufe of this machine that I am defirous of ex- 
tending ; and what confirmed me in my project was 
my happening one Sunday to drop into a church, 
where the top of the pulpit was a deep concave, not 
very unlike the implement above mentioned. The fer- 
mon, which had begun, and proceeded in a regular 
uniform tenor, grew, towards the latter end, extremely . 
different ; now lofty, now low, now flafhy, now dark. 
—In (hort, the preacher and his canopy brought fo 
ftrongly to my mind the expiring candle and its extin- 
guifher, that I longed to have the power of properly 
applying the one to the other; and from that moment 
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conceived a project of fufpeading hollow cones of tin, 
brafs, or wood, over the heads of all public fpeakers, 
with lines and pullies to lower them occafionally. 

I carried this project to a certain great man who 
was pleafed to rejelt it ; telling me of fever al devices' 
which might anfwer the purpofc better ; and inftancing, 
among many other practices, that of the Robinhood 
Society, where the prefident performs the office of an 
Extinguifher by a fingle ftroke of a hammer. In fhort, 
the arguments of this great man prevailed with me to 
lay afidc my firft fcheme, but furntfhed me, at the fame 
time, with hints for a more extenfive one. 

At the Playhoufe the curtain is not only always 
ready, but capable of Extinguifhing at once all the 
perfons of the drama. How many new tragedies might 
be faved for the future if the curtain was to drop by 
authority as foon as the hero was dead ! or how hap- 
pily might the languid, pale, and putrid flames of a 
whole fifth a<3 be Extinguifhcd by the eftablifhment of 
fuch an Office. 

In applying it to epic poetry, I could not but felici- 
tate the author of the Iliad. The Extinguifher of the 
iEoeid deferves the higheft encomiums — Happy Virgil ! 
but O wretched Milton ! more unhappy in the blindnefs 
of thy commentators than in thy own ! who, to thy 
eternal diigrace, would preierve thy two concluding 
lines with the fame fuperftition with which the Gebbrs 
venerate the fnuff of a* candle, and cry out facrilege if 
yon. offer to extinguifli it ! 

I perceive I fhall want room to explain my method 
of Extinguifhing Talkers in private companies ; but 
that I may not appear to you like thofe quacks who 
boaft of more than they can perform, let me convince 
jfou that the attempt is not impracticable, by reminding 
you of Apelles, who, (landing behind one of his pictures, 
liftcned with great patience while a fhoemaker was com* 
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mending the foot; but the moment the mechanic was 
paflidg on to the leg ftept from his hiding place, and 
Extinguilhed him at once with the famous proverb in 
ufe at this day, " The (hoemaker mud not go beyond 
•' his laft." 

But whenever this Office is put into coramiffion, I 
propofe, for this laft-mentioned branch, to take in a 
proper number of ladies, I mean, fuch as drefs in the 
height of the mode, who, being equipped with hoops in 
the utmoft extent of the faihion, are always provided 
with an Extinguiftier ready for immediate ufe. By 
the application of this machine to the above-mentioned 
purpose, lihall have the farther fatisfaction of vindica- 
ting the ladies from the unjuft imputation of bearing 
about them any thing ufelefs. And as the Chinefe 
knew gunpowder, the Ancients the loadftone, and the 
Moderns electricity, many years before they were ap- 
plied to the benefit of mankind, it will not appear 
ftrange if a noble ufe be at length found for the 
Hoop, which has, to be fure, till now, afforded mere 
matter of'fpcculation. I now Extinguiih myfelf, and 
am, SIR, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

A.B. 

P. $• If the above project meets with yonr appro* 
bation, I (hall venture to communicate another, of a 
nature not very unlike the foregoing, and in which the 
Public is, at lead, equally interefted. 

Galenical medicines, from the quantity with which 
the patient was to be drenched, have excited of late 
years fo univerfal a loathing, that the faculty moft have 
)oft all their practices if they had not hit upon the me* 
thod of contracting the whole force and fpirit of their 
prefcriptioRS into one chymical drop or pill. 
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From this hint I would propofc to ere& a new cham- 
ber, with powers to abridge all arts and fciences, hi- 
ftory, poetry, oratory, etfays, &c. into the fubftance of a 
maxim, apothegm, fpirit of hiftory, or epigram. And 
as a proof of the practicability of this project, I will make 
yourfelf the judge, whether your laft paper on Hear- 
ers may not be fully cotnprifcd in the following four 
lines. 

Our fires kept a fool, a poor hireling, for (late, 

To enliven dull Pride with his jetting and prate : 

But Fafliion capricioufly changing its rule, 

Now my lord is the wit, and his hears* the fool. 
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« Porre&n jngnlo Uftoriat, captions ut, audit." Utr. 

Or like a captive ftretch the lift'ning ear t 

His tedious talcs of hiftorjr to hear, frdncis. 

To Mr Fitz-Abam. 

SIR, Caer Carradock, Jan. 16, 17)4, 

YOUR paper upon Hearers gave roe that pleafure 
which a feries of truths niuft always afford to 
him who can witnefs for every one of them. 

I was born and brought up in the principality of 
Wales, which, from time immemorial, muft have been 
productive of the mod thorough-bred feafoned and 
itaunch hearers, fmce every gentleman of that country 
holds and afferts his right to be a Talker by privilege 
of birth. I would not have you conclude, from what I 
have faid above, that I am not as good a gentleman as 
the belt, (I mean of as jjood a family), though Poverty 
and Ill-fortune have doomed me to be for ever a Hearer* 
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I was left an orphan in my earlieft years ; but I am 
not going to trouble you with the many .misfortunes 
which conftantly attended me to the age of forty ; at 
which time I was a fchoolmafter without boys to teach, 
or bread to eat. At this period of my life I was ad~ 
vifed by the parfon of our parifti to go and enter my- 
felf in fome large and wealthy family to be an Uncle ; 
which is a known and common term in Wales, pf like 
fignification with Hearer in England; the duties and 
requifite, qualifications being nearly the fame, as will 
' appear from the following (hort inftru&ions given me 
by my advifer, viz. Never to open my lips except for 
the well-timed utterance oi, indeed !— fur prtfing /— pro- 
digious / — moft amazing / But thefe only to be ufed a.t 
the proper intervals of the Talker's fetching his breath, 
coughing, or at other paufes ; and the length of the 
admiration to be always adapted to, and, particularly, 
never to exceed, the aforefaid intervals. 

But, in order to explain the method he took to quali- 
fy me ftill farther, and inure me to patience, I muft give 
you a (hort hi (lory of this worthy parfon. He was truly 
what he was called, A good fort of a man ; if charity, 
friendftiip, and good-humour can entitle a man to that 
character. I muft not conceal themeannefs of his educa- 
tion, in which he difcovered, however, as great a genius < 
as could poffibly arife out of a (table and a kennel. He 
was a thorough fportfman, and fo good a (hot, that the 
late Squire took a fancy to him, made him his conftant 
companion, and gave him the living. But, that he might 
not be loft in ftudy and fermon-making, he contrived to 
marry him to the daughter of the late incumbent, who 
had been taught by her father Latin and metaphyfics, 
and exercifed, from twelve years old to forty, in making 
themes and fermons. As ftie was by Nature meagre and 
deformed, by conftitution fretful and complaining, by 
education conceited anddifputatious, by ftudy pale and 



iMear-eyed.ajid by IjahU talkativt and loud, the friend- 
fhip of the good pqrion fttgge&ed her as the fitteft perfoa 
in the world \o e$ergife my patience far a few months, 
apd intire me to the cji^ipjine of my futqre func- 
tion, la this (U{ion I made a val} progrefs in a little 
time ; for I not only heafd abovf a thoufand fermons, 
but the ftri<£t qbfervance of my yow of attention having 
PI3dc me a favourite, I was compJa,ine4 to whenever 
$ny thing went amifs in the family, an4 oft$n fcolded 
at for the bujba^id, Vfhofe qfgee grew into a finecure; 
infomuch, that if I ha>i not known tl}< fincerity and 
uprigatoefs of his heart, 1 fhould have fufpe&cd hina 
erf bringing me into his houfe to fupply for him a(l 
tbofe duties whi<?h he panted to be eafed of. But he 
ftad rip fuch interfiled views; for as fooa. as he found 
his helpmate had trans fu fed into me a neceffary por- 
tion of patience &$ lo&j^fyfferingj he recommended 
me to my fortune, giving me, generous man ! a coa^t 
f}nd wig, which fctraerly himfelf, and before him the 
Squire, had worn for many years uppn extraordinary 
days. Having thus equipt me, he refumes the duties 
of his family, where he officiates to this day with true 
CJiriftian refignation. 

My firft reception was at the houfe of a gentleman 
who, in the early part of his life, had foUowea] (h,e ftudy 
of botany* Nature .and truth are f° pleafing to the 
mind of man that they never fatiate. A^s j he hap? 
pened one day to tafte, by raiftake, a root that had been 
fent him from the Indies ; it was a moft fubtile poifon, 
to which his experience in Britifh fimples knew no an* 
tifipte. Immediately, upon his death, a neighbouring 
gentleman, who ha.d his eye uppn me fome time, fenc 
pie an invitation. His difcourfe was upon hufbandry; 
and as he never deceived me in any thing but where he 
deceived himfelf, I heard him alfo with pleafure. 

Thefe were, therefor?, my halcyon days, pa which I 
Volume IL D 
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always reflet with regret and tears. How different 
were the fucceeding ones, in which I have Uftened to 
the tales of old maids running over an endlefs lift or 
lovers they never had ; of old beaux whoboafted of fa- 
vours from ladies they never faw ; of fenators who nar- 
rated the eloquence they never fpoke ! giving me fuch 
a difguft and naufea to lies, that at length my ears, 
which were at that time much too quick for my office* 
grew unable to bear them. But prudently confider- 
ing that I muft either hear or ftarve, I invented the 
following expedient for qualifying a lie. While I af- 
fented by fome gefticulation, or motion of the head, 
eyes, or mufcles of the face, I refolved to have in referve 
fome inward expreffion of diffent. Of thefe 1 had vari- 
ous ; but, for the fake of brevity, I fltall only trouble 
you with one. 

A younger brother, who had ferved abroad all his life, 
as he would frequently tell us, and who came unexpect- 
edly to the eftate and caftle, where he found me with 
a good character, took fo kindly to me, that he feemed 
to defire no other companion ; and, as a proof of it, ne- 
ver fent to invite or add to our company any one of 
the numerous friends he fo often talked of, of great 
rank, bravery, and honour, who would have gone to 
the end of the world to have ferved him. I could have - 
loved him too, but for one fault. He would He with- 
out meafure or difguife. His ufual exaggeration was — 
and more. As thus, " At the fiege of Monticelli," (a 
town in Italy, as he told us) if 1 received in feveral 
•' parts of my body three-and twenty (hot, and more. 
«' At the battle of Caratha," (in Turkey) «« I rode to 
«' death eighteen horfes, and more. With Lodamio, 
" the Bavarian general, I drank hand to fift fix dozen 
" of hock, and more." Upon all fuch occafions I in- 
wardly anticipated him, by fubftituting, in the place of 
his laft two words, the two following— or lefs. But it 
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fo .happened, one unfortunate evening, as he was in the 
mid ft of the fharpeft engagement ever heard of, io 
which, with his (ingle broad-fword, he had killed five 
hundred, and more, that I kept my time more precifelv 
than fllence : for unhappily the qualifying-— or lefs, 
which fhould have been tacitly fwallowed for the 
quieting my own fpirit, was fo audibly articulated, to 
the inflaming of his, that the moment he heard fub- 
joined to his fire hundred— or lefs, the fury of his 
refentroent defcended on my ear with a violent blow of 
his fift. By this flip of my tongue I loft my pod in 
that family, and the hearing of my left ear. 

The confequences of this accident gave me great ap- 
prehenfions for a considerable time; for the flighted 
cold affeding the ot^er ear, I was frequently rebukec} 
for miiplacing my marks of approbation. But i fooa 
discovered that it was no real misfortune ; for expert-* 
ence convinced me, that abfolute filence was of greater 
cftimation than the be ft- timed fyllable of interruption. 
It is to this experience that I (hall refer you, after ha- 
ving recounted the laft memorable adventure of my 
unfortunate hiftory. 

The laft family that received me was fo numerous ia 
relations and vifnors that I found I fliould be very 
little regarded when 1 had worn off the character of 
Stranger ; though, a? fuch, I was as earneftly applied to 
?s any high court of appeals. For, as the force of li- 
quor co-operated with the force of blood, they, one and 
all, addreiTed themfejves. to me to fettle the antiquity of 
their families ; vociferating, at one and the fame time, 
above a fcore of genealogies.. This was a harder fer- 
vice than any I had ever been ufed to; and the whole 
weight of the clamour falling on my only furvivlng ear, 
unhappily overpowered it, and I became from that in- 
ftant totally deaf. 

f$ad thU accident happened a few years fooner it 
I? * 
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Irouli have driven trie to defpair; but m? texpertencfc 
affuring me that I am how much better qualified thai* 
fcver, gives me an expiation of making mf fortune: t 
therefore aj>J>ly tb you to reebmmend me for a Hearer 
in a country where th«re is better eheburagemejit, and 
tfrhere I doubt not of givinfe fatisfaaibn. 

I (nail not trouble you with enumeratihg the advan- 
tages attending a deaf hearer ; it will bte enough for ttte 
tb fay, that, as foch, I am hb longer TubjeQ to the dangei? 
if an irrefiftible frtiile ; hot will my fqueamilh diflike to ' 
lies bring me again into difgracd. I (hall ho* be exempt 
from the many misfortunes which my ungovernable? 
cairs hive formerly led me into. What reproving lobks 
Rave I had fbr turning vaf eyes When I have heard 
4 bird fly againft the window, or the dog and cat 
^uarrelltng in a comer of the room ? How have I beta 
tfeprimanded When dete&ed ih dividing my attention 
&6tWeeh the ftories oif my patron and thd bfaWls of his 
family? *» What had I to do with the quarrels of his 
•* fairiily?^ I own the reprbbf was juft; but 1 appeal 
to yon whether any man who has his ears can reftraid 
them, when a quarrel is to be heard, from making it 
the chief object of his attention i 

To conclude. If you obferve a Talker in a large} 
<cdmpahy, you never fete him examining the (rate of a) 
fnan's ear, his whole obfervation is upon the eye ; and 
if he meets with the wandering br the vacant eye, h(* 
turns away, and inftantly addrfefles himfelf to another. 
My eyes were always good ; but as it is notorious that 
the privation of fame parts adds ftrength and perfec- 
tion to others, I may boaft that, fince ihe lofs of mf 
ears, I found mf eyes (which are corifeffedly the prin- 
cipal organs of attention) fo ftrohg, cjuick, and vigilant, 
that I can without vanity offer myfelf for as good 4 
Jlcarcr as any in England 

yours, att ? 
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OF all the pnffibhs of the human rhind, there is not 
one that we allow Kb much indulgence to as con* 
rempt. But to determmfe who arc the proper objeclt 
of that paffion may pofEWy require a greater degree of 
fagacity and penetration than in oft men are matters oft 
Whoever cdnforms to tfte opinion of th* world will 
often be deceived ; and whoever contradicts the opinioA 
of tile world, whicji I am nbw about to do, will as often 
be defpifed. But it is the duty of a public writer t6 
bppcfe public errors ; a duty which 1 iitipoftd upon 
rhyfelf at the commencement of this work, and which 
t fhall be ready to perform as often as I fee occafion. 

It is not my prtfeht intention to treat of individuals! 
and the contempt they are apt to entertain for on£ 
another: my deiign is an eztenfive one ; it is to refcue 
no lefs jthan three large bodies of men from the uhde 
ferved contempt of alnioft all the good people ofEng 
Jaud, and to recoriimend them to the faid good people 
for their pity and companion. The three large bodies 
1 am (peaking of, and which, collectively confidered, 
make up at lead a fourth pan of his Majefty** (bb« 
jecls, are PaHbns, Author's, and Cuckolds. I (nail 
confider eiach oif th'efe claflfes in the order in which it 
ftahds, beginning witl> the Parfon, as the moft refpe&w 
able of the tltfee. 

And though there is po denying that this proftffioft 
t6ok its rift from- fo exploded a thing a$ religion, the 
belief of which t do hot intend to inculcate, having con- 
ceived an opinion that thefe my Lucubrations have ad« 
miflidn into families too polite for fuch concernments, 
V*t I have hones of (howing, to the fatisfactton. of mjr 
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readers, that a Parfon is not abfolutelyfo contemptible 
a character as is generally 'imagined. 

' I know it has been urged in hi*' favour, that though 
unfortunately brought up to the trade of religion, he 
entertains higher notions in private, and neither believes 
Dor practifes what, by his function, he is obliged to teach. 
But allowing this defence to be a partial one, and that 
g Parfon is really, and to all intents and purpofes, a be- 
liever, I do not admit, even in this cafe, that hedeferves 
all the contempt that people are inclined to throw upon, 
him; efpecially if the extreme narrownefs of his educa- 
tion be duly inquired into. 

While the fons of great perfons are indulged by tu- 
tors and their mothers' maids at home, the intended 
Parfon is confined clofely to fchool; from whence he 
has the misfortune to be fent directly to college, where 
he continues, perhaps, half a fcore years drudging at 
his courfes, and where, for want of money, he may ex* 
claim with Milton, that 



Ever-dunng dark 



" Surrounds him : from the cheerful ways of meq 
•' Cut off: and, for the book of Knowledge fair, •* 
*' Prefcnted with an uotverfal blank." 

Which is as much as to fay that he is totally in the dark 
as to what is doing abroad ; and that, while other men 
are going on in the cheerful ways of wepching, drink- 
ing, and gaming, and improving their minds by Mr 
Hoy le's book of Knowledge, the whole world is a blank 
to the poor Parfon, who, in all probability, grows old 
in. a country cure, and owes to the Squire of the parifh 
all his knowledge of mankind. That fuch a Parfon, 
even though he Jhould believe every article of Chrifti- 
anity, and (hould practife up to his belief, is not in every 
refpect an object of contempt, is really my opinion : for 
though the demonilrations of a Tindal, a Toland, and 
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a Woolfton may have reached him, at his cure, yet they 
do not always appear to be demonftrations, but to thofe 
\frho read them in Town ; and even there a man mo ft 
have kept good company, and entered thoroughly into ' 
the fafhionable amufements (which few Parfons are 
able to do) before he can be certain that they are de- 
monftrations. 

The Author comes next to be confidered. And here 
it imports me to be extremely cautious, left, being my* 
feU an author, I betray a partiality in favour of the 
fraternity. But whatever mankind have agreed to think 
of an author, he is not abfolutely, and at all times, 
an object of contempt ; on the contrary, if it may be 
proved (which I believe no man living will deny) that, 
at the time of his commencing author, his choice would 
have led him to turn his hand to bufinefs, but that he 
had neither money to buy, nor credit to procure, a ftool, 
brufhes, and black-ball, I hope he may be admitted a- 
mong t&e objects of companion. A qu eft ion indeed 
may occur, that if ever he has been fo fortunate as to 
have faved three (hillings by his writings, why he has 
not then fet about buying the above-mentioned imple- 
ments of trade ? But, fuppofing him to have acquired 
fo much wealth, the proverb of " Once a whore and 
" always a whore," is lefs fignificant than " Once an 
" author and always an author ;" infomuch that a 
man convicted of being a wit is difqualified for bufinefs 
during life; no city apprentice will truft him with his 
(hoes, nor will the poor beau fet a foot upon his ftool, 
from an opinion that, for want of (kill in his calling 
his blacking muft be bad, or for want of attention be 
applied to the (locking inftead of the (hoe ; that al- 
moft every author would chufe to fet up in this bufi- 
nefs, if he had wherewithal to begin wrth, muft appear 
very plainly to all. candid obfervers, from the natural 
propenfity which he difcovers towards blackening. 



fK be it from, oje, or WJ tf W teoflwr ftutfcfflf, *^ 
intend lowering th;e dignity qf {he. gentleman trading^ 
in black-ball, by naming them with ourfejves: \?& 
are extremely fenfire of the great 4$ aD «ce tlifr* l % ^kr 
tween us; afi4 it is witH enyy that we U#>\ up to tk<p 
occupation of fhoe releasing, wtyle. we Huaent jhVfeye- 
rity of our fortune, in being fentenced to the 4*udgery 
of a lefs refpeclable employment* Ru,t while v}$ ajc un- 
happily excluded from the ftpoj a.qd Jfrnfti, it js forelj 
a very bard cafe that the contempt of fhe wqrl(l &ou!4 
jmrfue usv only becaufe we are unfortunate. 

I proceed* laftly, to the Cucfcojd : ax*4 J hope, that ft 
tyill not be a more difficult talk to: refcue this gentleman, 
from contempt than either the tVftm or tfrc. Author^ 
In former times, indeed, when a lady happened, noijy 
and then, to prefer a particular friend to her hufband, 
it was ufual to hold the ftid hufband in fome little 
efteem; for as women were allowe4 to be the bed judges 
pf men, and as, in the cafe before us, the wife only 
preferred one nqan to another, people were inclined to 
think that flie had fome private reafon for fo doing* 
But in thefe 43 ys of freedom, when a lady, inftead of 
one friend, is civil to one-and-twenty, I am humbly of 
opinion that her Cuckold is no more the object of con- 
tempt for fuch a preference than if he had been rob* 
bed by as many highwaymen upon Hounflow*heath«> 
«' Two to one,'* fays the proverb.*" are odds at foot- ball ;" 
and every one in the preferit cafe ought to make pro- 
portionable allowance for mucfe greater odds. 

But to do honour to Cuckolds, 1 will be bold to fay, 
that they ought ofiener to excite envy than contempt* 
How common is it for a man to owe his fortune to the! 
frailty of his wife ? Or, though he (hould reap no pecu- 
niary a4vantage from her incontinency, how apt are 
$he*carefles of a feore or two of lovers to f^eeten her 
temper towards berhulband? A lady is fometimesapt 

4 
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to pay Co great a regard to her chaftity as to overlook 
the virtues of meeknefs and forbearance ; rob her of 
that one virtue* and you reftore her to all the reft, as 
well as her hulband to his quiet. 

But, waving every thing I have (aid, there (till re- 
mains a reafbn for holding Cuckolds in efteem; and this 
is, the regard and veneration which we owe to great 
men. If our betters are not afhamed of being Cuckolds, 
it does not become their inferiors to treat them with 
difrefped. 

I (hall clofe this paper with obferving upon the three 
chara&ers which I have here endeavoured to befriend, 
{hat while we are obliged to the Parfon for a bott, the 
Author for abufe, and to the Cuckold for his wife* it is 
the higheft degree of ingratitude to hold any one of 
them in contempt. 



Numb. 58. Thursday, Feb. 7, 1754. 



• To Mr Fit z -Adam. 
SIR, 

1 HARDLY know a more unfortunate circumftance 
which can happen to a young man than that of 
being too handfome; it is a thoufand to one that, in 
the courfe of his education, he lofes the very dignity of 
his fex and nature. Duripg his infancy, his father 
himfelf will be too. apt to be pleafed with the delicacy 
of his features; his mother will be in raptures wich 
them ; and every filly woman who vifits in the family 
will continually lament that Mafter was not a girl, " for 
M what a fine creature would he have made !** If he 
goes to fchool, he will be perpetually teafed with the 
nick-name of Mifs Molly; .and, if he has not great re* 
Volume II E 
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folutton, be obliged to become the mod mifchievous imp 
of the whole fraternity, merely to avoid the harder im- 
putations of fear and effeminacy. When he mixefr 
amongft men, the imperle&ions of his education will 
ftiii Sack clofe to him ; the bar hfeif will hardly cure 
him of fheepifimefs, or the cockade defend him from the 
appearance of cowardice. His very excellencies (if he 
has them) will feem virtues out of Nature ; they will be 
the wtidom of a Cornelia, or the heroifm 'of a Sopho* 
nifba. Nay, were we to fee him mount a breach/, 
I am afraid that mftead of thofe noble eulogies and ex- 
clamations which fhould properly attend a hero hi fucbv 
circumftanccs,- we fhould only cry out with Mrs Cleri- 
mont in the play, " O the brave pretty creature 1" 

Such are the calamities, Mr Fitz-Adam, which al~ 
moft necefFarily attend on male beauty ; and (6 perni- 
cious fometimes are its confequences, that I have more 
than once been tempted to wifb fome method could he 
found out which might extirpate it entirely. What 
(iatefmen, what generals, what prelates, may we have 
loft, merely by the misfortune of a fine complexion ? It 
is with infinite concern that I frequently look round me 
in public affemblies, and fee fuch numbers of well-drefled 
youths who might really have been of ufe to themfelves 
and to mankind, had their parents taken the Indian 
method of marking their faces to diftinguifh their qua- 
lity ; as it is their unlucky perfons have led them 
aftray into pertnefs and affectation, under a notion of 
politenefs, and what ought to have been fenfe and 
judgment is at heft but a genteel tafte in trifles. ' 
Thoughtlefs man ! (have I fometimes faid to myfelf, 
when the melancholy mood was on) how blind is he 
to futurity 1 Little do thefe flatterers think, while their 
ftimmers are dancing away in dangling to Ranelagh 
with Lady Biddy and Lady Fanny, that the cold uncom- 
fortable winters of their life rauft at laft terminate ia 
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pratimg fcandal, and playing at quadrille with Lady 
JSridget and Lady Frances ! 



-" Their way of life 



" Is fallen into the (ear, the yellow leaf t 
M And tint which flioukl accompany old age, 
'• As ho&oar, love, obedience, troops of friends, 

" They muft not look to have.'* 

Surely, Mr Fitz-Adam, the preventing fuch misfor- 
tunes might very well become your care, if not that of 
the legiflature. Every body knows that there was a 
time, even in a Roman army, when " aim. at their faces** 
was as dreadful a found, and attended with as fatal 
nonfequenccs, as " keeping your fire" was on a late glo- 
rious occafion. Now, though 1 would by no means 
insinuate that a bean muft be a coward ; nay, though 
the world has furnilbed us with many examples of very 
Juicial men who were very great heroes ; yet, as it might 
perhaps be better, even in time of peace, that men (hoold 
not attend fo entirely to their perfons, I would endea- 
vour to ftrifce at the root of the evil. It is, I believe, 
admitted as a truth m inoculation, that the part where 
the insertion is made is ufually the fa) left of any part 
of the body. 1 would propofc, therefore, with regard 
to our maie children, that we fiiould follow the original 
Orcadian manner, and " aim at their faces." A gene* 
ral pra&ice of this kind might be extremely nfeful to the 
ftate : the literary worjd would, I am fure, be the better 
for it; for what mother could be averfe to having her 
fons taught to read, when perhaps the cyelaftes were 
gone, and the eyes themfelves no longer worth prefer- 
ring ? Considerations of this fort will, 1 hope, induce fome 
projector by profeflion to undertake the affair, and draw 
sp what may properly enough be ftyled, •« A fcheme 
*' for railing men for the fervice of the public." 

I muft, however, do juftice to the fair youths of the 
preient age, by confeffing that many of them firem con- 
E z 
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fcious of their imperfections ; and, as far as their own 
judgments can direct them, take pains to appear manly. 
But, alas ! the methods they purfue, like mod miftaken 
applications, rather aggravate the calamity. Their drink- 
ing and raking only makes them look like ojd maids. 
Their fwearing is aim oft as (hocking as it would be in 
the other lex. Their chewing tobacco not only offends, 
but makes' us apprehenQve at the fame time that the 
poor things will be fick. When they talk to common 
women as they pafs them in the Mall, they feem as much), 
out of character as MrsWoffington,in Sir Harry Wildair, 
making love to Angelica. In (hort, every part of their 
conduS, though perhaps well intended, is extreme* 
Iv unnatural; whereas if they would only fpend half 
thx pains, in. acquiring a little knowledge, and pratfiftng 
a little decency, we might perhaps be brought to en- 
dare them; at lead, we (hould be lefs (hocked witbi 
their beauty. 

- When 1 look back on what I have written, lama 
little afraid that my zeal for the public may have hur- 
ried me too far ; for, as we are taught to pity natural 
defects, we ought to be tender of blaming the errors 
they occaficn. But wj>at (hall we fay, Mr Fitz-Adarh, 
to another fet of animals, whom Nature certainly de- 
(igned for men, and made, as Mr Pope fays, '• their 
" fouls bullet, and their bodies buff?" When thefe louts 
of fix feet high, with the moulders of porters, and the 
legs of chairmen* affect " to lifp, and to amble, and to 
" nickname God's creatures," furely we may laugh at 
fuch incorrigible idiots. The fair youths of a lefs 
gentle deportment aim, at leaft, at what they imagine 
to be manly; but thefe dairy- maids in breeches leave 
their fex behind them at their firft fetting out, and give 
up the only qualities which they could poflibly be ad* 
mired for. 
Any one who is converfant in the world muft have 
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fccn numbers of this latter fort ; fome of them tripping, 
others lollopingan their gait, (if I may be allowed fuel* 
cxpreffions), and many of them fo very affe&ed that they 
cannot eyen fee with their eyes, but at moft pinker 
through the ladies of them, when they would languifh 
in public at fome tniftrefs of theirs and the whole Town's 
affections. Their voices, too, have a peculiar fofmefs, 
and are fcarce ever raifed, unlefs it be at the Playhonfe 
to make an appointment for the King's Arms, or to dif- 
patch an orange* wench on a menage to a balcony. 
. in ftiort, Mr Fitz-Adam, what with natural and ac- 
quired effeminacy, the prefent agefeems an age of affec- 
tation. The whole head is weak, and the whole heart 
fick. And yet, (that 1 may not leave your readers with 
difagreeable ideas in their minds), notwithstanding thefe 
alarming appearances, the eye of a philofopher can ftill 
trace out fomething to counterbalance this amazing 
degeneracy. However defperate the vulgar may think 
our fituation, we, who fee the fervor of the torrid zone 
fweetly com pen fated by copious dews and evef lading 
breezes, and the whole fyftem of Nature admirably ad- 
jutted ; we, 1 fay, fee like wife that this human defect is 
not left without its remedy. However delicate our men 
are become, we may ftill hope that the rifmg generation 
will not l?e totally enervated. The affured look, the 
exalted voice, and theatrical ftep, of our modern females, 
pretty fufficiently convince us that there is fomething 
manly ftill Jeft amongft us ; fo that we may reafonably 
conclude, though the male and female accompli fliments 
may be ftrangcly fcattered and difpofed of between the 
fexes, yet they will fome how or other be jumbled to- 
gether in that complicated animal, a man and his wife, 
I am, 

Sir, 

your humble fervanr, 

S.H* 
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Numb. 59, Thursday, Feb. 14, 1754. 

To Mr Fits-Adam. 
SIR, 

I A M a conftant reader of your papers, and congra- 
tulate you upon the men of wit you have for your 
cof refyondents. I do not pretend to add to the number, 
and fhail only attempt to furntfii you with a few hints, 
which, confidered and formed into order by a writer of 
four ability, may poffibiy be productive of entertain- 
ment (at leaft) to the public. 

Your Inters upon the modern tafte in gardening are, 
hi my judgment, excellent in their kind ; andfo indeed 
are thofe upon architecture, as far as they go : but, mc- 
thinks, you have not carried your obfervaiions quite far 
enough; tior have you any where remarked the in- 
juftice and ingratitude with which thpfe worthy pa- 
triots are treated who ruin their eftates, or lay out the 
fortunes of their younger children, on their feats and 
Villas, to the great embeliifhment of this kingdom, 
which (if it is not already one great and complete gar- 
den) contains at kaft more fumptuous country rhouies, 
parks, gardens, temples, and buildings, than all the 
reft of Europe, If you are in danger of lofing your* 
felf on the vaft and dreary waftes of fome comfortlefa 
heath, and are directed on yonr conrfe by a friendly 
beacon of prodigious height, you are told that this is 
fitch a gentleman's Folly. The munificence of a man 
of tafte raifes, at an immoderate expenfe, a column or 
turret in his garden, for no other purpofe than the ge- 
nerous one of giving delight and wonder to travellers ; 
And the ungrateful public calls it his Folly, Nay, 



M<>5* THtWOllft w 

were her late Majefty Qigeen Anne, of pious memory, 
to reign again, and fifty new churches to be really 
built, £ doubt if, in this diuolute age, thie alio might 
not be called her Majefty's Folly. 

Bat, notwithstanding theft difcoaragements, I am 
daily entertained with new beauties ; and it is with 
great impatience that I wait the completion of a Chinefe 
temple, now fifing on the top of a very elegant villa 
upon the road- fide near Brampton. 1 have often, too, 
with great fatisfa&ion, beheld a ftrn&ure of this kind 
on the top of a very handfome greenhoufe, now in 
the poflefhoa of a noble foreigner ax Turnham Green ; 
which, as £ am informed, is a matter of great curipfity 
to his countrymen who frequent it ; nothing of thta 
fcrt being to be met with in the environs of Paris, or 
indeed of Pekin itfelf, or in any country but this. A 
jfcoA majestic peacock, as big as the life, on the fpindJe 
of a weathercock, adds alfo to its merit ; which, with 
all the beauty of the bird itfelf, has not its difagreeable 
vociferous quality ; and though it does not foretell, by 
its notle, a change in the weather, it informs you with 
more certainty of the variation of the wind. 

£ am fomewhat of an invalid ; and being fenfible how 
much exercife conduces to health, I feldora fail, when 
the weather does not allow me the ufe of my phyfictao, 
a trotting horfe, to take a flurry (as it is elegantly 
called) in a hackney-coach , which affords exercife to 
the imagination as well as the body, and creates think- 
ing (if £ may be allowed the expre(Son) as much as it 
does an appetite. The air of buftnefs in the crowds 
that are constantly pauing, the variety of the equi- 
pages, and the new and extraordinary fights, that (till 
prefent themfelves in this great metropolis, the centre 
of trade, induftry, and invention, fill my mind with 
ideas which, if they do not always inftrucl, at lcaft, 
aarafc me- 
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I take great pleafure in goeffing at the ranks and 
profcffions of men by their appearance; and though £ 
may, now and then, be miftaken, yet I am generally in 
the right. Once indeed I miftook a right reverend 
divine, on the other fide Temple-bar, for a Jew, till 
the mitre on his coach convinced me of my error; as I 
alfo did a Jew, by the decorations on his chariot, for a 
peer of the realm. And, indeed, Mr Fits- Adam, iince 
the herald's office has fufpended its authority, it is 
furprifing what liberties are taken with the arms of the 
firft families in the kingdom; infomnch that a man mo ft 
have a quick eye who can di(tingui(h between the pil- 
lars, flower-pots, and other inventions of the curious 
painter, and the fupporters of the nobility. But what 
moft of all perplex me are the ornaments, afcer the 
Chinefe manner, over the arms, by way of coronet : 
and were not thefe diftinctions confined folely to Europe, 
I (hould fometimes be in danger of miftaking an Indian 
director for a Mandarin. 

It has not efcaped your notice how much of late we 
are improved in architecture ; not merely by the adop- 
tion of what we call Chinefe, nor by the reftoration of 
what we call Gothic; but by a happy mixture of both. 
From Hyde Park to Shoreditch, fcarce a chandler's 
ihop, or an oyfter-ftall, but has embelliihments of this 
kind ;' and I have heard that there is a defign, again ft 
the meeting of the new parliament, to fit up St Ste- 
phen's Chapel with Chinefe benches and a throne, 
from the model of that on which the eaftern Monarch 
diftributes j uftice to his extenfive empires. It is whil per* 
ed alfo, that the portico to Covent-Garden church is 
to give place to one of the Gothic order. But before 
I leave the City, let me not neglect to do j uftice to that 
excellent engineer, the great paftry-cook in St Paul's 
churchyard. My good fortune conducted me thither 
on Twelfth-day ; when feeing a vail concourfe of people 
4 
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adccaMed. my ruling pafliofl, curiofity, engaged me to 
qait my vehicle to partake in the iatitfedion fo vifibJ* 
in all their countenances. But how (hall I defcriber 
toe pomp and parade of fo noble an appearance ? The 
triumph of a Lord Mayor's day is nothing to it, though, 
if I miftake not, thofe brave and faithful guardians of 
the wealth and fafety of the City, the Train 'd Bands and 
Militia, make a mod comely and warlike appearance: 
for, not to mention the flags finning with filver and 
gold i troops innumerable of gingerbread, both horfe 
and foot, finer in thefe uniforms than the French king's 
houfehold ; there was not even the fcnalleft mince- pye 
but, for its ftrength and juft proportion, was equal at 
leaft to the chef d'otuvrg of a Vauban or a Cohorn* 
But what, above all, excited my praife and admiration 
was a citadel of an enormous magnitude, that would 
have appeared impregnable to a whole army of Dutch* 
men, had it not been for feveral breaches that had been 
made in it by fome fmall fleld»pieces of copper; but 
this, indeed, aftontfhed me the lefs, having been told, 
that the towns in Flanders, which coft fo much blood, 
which were fo ftobbornly difputed m the former war, 
and which fell fo eafily into the hands of the immortal 
Saze in 1744, were chiefly obtained by an ordnance 
of this kind, though (boiewhat heavier in its quality. 

And now, Mr Fits* Adam, if I was not afraid of 
troubling you with more obfervations, I fhould lead you 
again into the country. But were I to expatiate on the 
hermitages and fylvan temples, formed like the earths 
of thofe tnltruAive builders the badgers, (from whom 
the hint was taken), and furnifhed with ivy, moft, cob* 
webs, attd draw- beds, with all the elegance of primi- 
tive Simplicity, con trading the magnificent (rrufture* 
of our moft favourite architects, I fear my letter would 
exceed your patience. I (hall therefore defer, at leaft, 

VitumtU. F 
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thcfc aloft important fubjecls till I find how thefe my 
e&fervations have been received ; and whether you do 
them juftice or not I (hall contintie 

Your conftant admirer. 



Nums. 60. Thursday, Feb. 21, 1754. 



" Quid dotnini fadent, indent com talia fares?" Virg* 

What nonfenfe won'd the fool thy matter prate, 
When thou his knave can talk at foch a rate i 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

OF all the advantages and fuperior excellencies 
which this nation has confefledly over many- 
others. I know of none to which we may more fairly 
lay in our claim than the fpirit of generofity which is 
to eminently exerted araongft us. 1 queftion whether 
our great attribute of bravery deduces more real ho* 
nour on us, or is more defervedly ' celebrated. But 
there is a certain limit which true valour never exceeds ; 
and it is from this excefs that a juft diftindtion is made 
between .courage and rafhnefs, magnanimity and fool- 
hardinefs. In the fame manner, liberality differs from 
profufion. When this amiable quality of benevolence 
is perverted from its high and noble ufes, when it is 
applied to no meritorious fervices, but is degraded into* 
the indifcriminate overflowings of the purfe, the ap- 
pellation that accompanies it is by no means a definable 
part of a character. 

What led me into this turn of thinking was an inci- 
dent in one of my morning walks. Pafling by the houfe 
cf a noble lord with my friend, he raifed my attentipn 
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by afluring me, that in that houfe he fpent a great deal 
of money every week; and I do Dot doubt, added he t 
that we (hall, in a (hort time, be able to raife a very com- 
fortable fubuftence for the family, I was fomewhat afto- 
niflied at the eafy freedom of his expreffion, and could 
not help expoftulating with him upon the terms he had 
ufed. He continued his humour, and increafed my ad- 
miration, by afluring me, that he dined there very often, 
and found his dinners more ex pen Ave to him than in 
any houfe in London. We pay, fays he, as we do at 
our club at the St Alban's, fo mucha-head ; but as we 
know the people of the houfe very well, and can depend 
upon their honefty, we do not trouble ourfelves at all 
with a bill. As I was very well convinced his Lord- 
drip kept no tavern, I began to imagine that my friend, 
-who has naturally a great (hare of wit and vivacity, 
had a mind to impofe upon the belief and ready aflent 
that I always pay to his converfation. While I was in 
this ftate of fufpicion, Come, fays he, my honeft country 
gentleman, 1 will explain all the myftcry that feems to 
perplex you : and as you have too good a fpirit to be 
under an obligation to perfons you cannot well make 
a return to, 1 will teach you how you may pay for your 
dinner when you dine with a Duke. You mutt know, 
then, that this noble lord, like others of his quality, 
keeps a great number of fervants; which fervants; when 
you (it down to table, his Lordihip, out of great com- 
plaifance, immediately makes over to you, and they 
become your fervants fro tempore. They get about . 
you, are very diligent, fetch you whatever you call for, 
and retire with the tablecloth. You fee no more of 
them till you want to go away; then they are all 
ready again at your command ; and, inftead of that form 
which you obferved them (landing in at table, they are. 
drawn into two lines right and left, and make a lane, 
which you are to pafs through before you can get at the 
F 2 
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4oor. Now, St U your bkifinefs todifcharge your law 
▼ants ; and for this purpofe you are to take out your 
miner, and apply it firft on- your right band, thea om 
yanr kft, then on your right, and then on yovr left 
•gain, till you find yourfelf in the ftreet ; and from 
hence comes that common method, which all regular 
people obfer re in money -dealings, of payiog a* yoa go. 
1 know not, continues my friend, fc> rtdicafous a perfi*- 
nage as thg mafier of the honie upon thefc occasions* 
He attends yon to the door with great ceremony; but 
kfocoofcioos of the awkward appearance hemuft make 
as a witnefs to the expeafes of his gne&s, that yoa can 
$b(crve him placing himfelf in a petition that, he would 
have it fuppofcd, conceals from him the inaofpitabie 
tranfadtions that are going on under his roo£ He wears 
the filly look of an mnocent mac, who has nnfortu* 
iwrtdy broke in upon the retirement of two lovers, ao4 
is ready to affirm, with great fimptictty, that he has 
icen nothing. 

I already concurred with the objfenratioas of my 
friend, thanked him for his intelligence, and blc&d 
t&yfelf that 1 was that day to dine cheaply at a tavern* 
But durtftg my Aay in London J nave been obliged to 
f*U in with the cu flams of that place, and have learned 
to my coft, that cgreflbn as well as admiflion tnuft be 
purchased I am at length , however, wi{h many more 
joi my acquaintance, reduced to a difegreeabie necetii- 
ty of feeing my fiends very feidonx, hecanfe 1 cannot 
afford (according to a very jaft and fa£ftionabJe<C3prc£ 
fion) to pay a "vrHt to them. 

Every man who has the misfortune to exceed his 
cirottmftaaces misift, in order to recover himfelf, ab- 
ftain from certain exipenfes which, in thegroft of ha 
>dHbttftietnetrts, have aoade ohemoil formidable articles. 
The ecoawriift c£ the City parts with his country- 
honfe ; the fgutre dtfpofes of his bounds ; and i fe*P 



N*«* THE WORtP. 45 

ether people's fcrvants in pay no longer, Bat having 
aa earneft desire of mixing with thofc friends whom an 
early intimacy has mod endeared to me, and preferring 
the foetal hours that are fpent at their tables to molt 
others of my life, I cannot at all tif&es refufe their in- 
vitation*, even though 1 have nothing for their fcrvants. 
And here, alas ! the inconveniencies of an empty pocket 
art as flrongly exibited as in any cafe of insolvency 
tha& I know o£ I am a marked ate*. If I aflt for beer, 
I am prefented with a piece of bread. If 1 am bold 
enough to call for wine, afcer a delay, which would 
take away its reltfli were it good, I receive a mixture 
of the whole fide-board in a greafy slats. If ( hold op 
say plate, no body fees me ; io that I am forced to eat 
mutton with &h'4aoce, and pickles with my apple-pye* 
1 obferve, there is hurdly a cuftom amongft as, be 
it what k will, that we are not as tenacious and jeaipus 
of as of any national privileges. It if from this con* 
^deration that I espe& rather to fee an increafe than 
an abolition of oor follies ; an improvement rather than 
a change. I fhould not, therefore, conclude my fab* 
ie& withont iajuftice to my friend above mentioned, 
if I did not reveal a new method which, he {ays, he 
intends to propofe to fome of the leaders of fafliions, 
and which he has no doabt, he aflures me, of feeing 
foon in practice. Let every artificer that has eoatf i- 
buted to ratfe the houie you have the honour to dine 
is make his appearance when the company is going 
away. Let the mafon, the painter, the joiner, the gla- 
zier, the unholfterer,&€. arrange themfelves in the lame 
order as the gentlemen in and out of livery do at fuch 
eonjira&nres, and let every gueft confidcr that he could 
not have regaled himJelf that day within his friend's 
walls if it had not been for the joint labours of thoie 
worthy .mechanics. Such a generous reflection would 
produce three good effects : liberality would have a 
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frefh and noble fubjedt for its exertion ; the tradefroent 
(a numerous and difcon tented race) would be fatbfted 
to their utmoft wifhes : nor could the payment of bills 
any more than of wages, with reafon or propriety, be 
demanded of the mailer. I am, 

Sir, Your humble fervant, O. S. 

Though my ingenious correfpondent has treated this 
fubjeft with great vivacity and humour, I cannot di£» 
raits his letter without faying a word or two in favour 
of fervants.. 

It is well known that many of them are engaged in 
thefervices of younger brothers, whofe total inattention 
to the payment of wages can only be remedied by the 
bounty of thbfe ladies of quality who are fond of a cold 
chicken at the lodgings of their faid mailers. 

That others have the honour to ferve ladies of faftiion, 
where the card-money at their routs and drums, which 
of right belongs to the fervants, is appropriated by many 
of the faid ladies to the defraying the expenses of tea, 
coffee, and wax-candles, for the faid routs and drums* 

That a very great number are the domeftics of per- 
fons of quality, in whofe fervices they have fo little to 
do, from the crowds maintained in them, that they find 
themfelves under a neceflity of fpending a great part of 
their time in alehoufes, and other places of refort, 
where, in imitation of their matters, they divert them- 
felves with the faftiionableamufement of gaming, wench* 
mg, and drinking ; which amufements, as they are al- 
ways attended with confiderable expenfe, require more 
than their bare wages to fupport. 

That others who live in' the City, and are the fervants 
of grocers, haberdashers, paftry-cooks, oil-men, pew- 
terers,brokers, tailors, and lb forth, have fuch uncertain 
humours to deal with, and fo many airs of quality to 
lubmit to, that their fpirits would be quite broken but 
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for the cordial of vails ; which I humbly apprehend 
they have a better title to than any other of the frater- 
nity, as the maid-fervants in fuch places happen to be 
as great traders as their matters, and are rarely to be 
dealt "with but at extravagant prices. 

That a third part, at leaft, of the whole body of fervants 
in this great metropolis, who, for certain wife rcafons, 
pafs with their matters for (ingle men, have wives and 
families to maintain in private ; and if it be con ii tiered* 
that the common advantages of fuch fervants, without 
the addition of vails, are too infignificant to fupport 
the faid wives and families in any degree of elegance* 
it is prefnmed that their perquifites ought in no wife 
to be abridged. 

For thefe and many other reafons, too tedious to be 
here fet down, I am not only for continuing the cuftom 
of giving money to fervants, but do alio publilh it as 
my opinion, that in all families where the faid fervants 
are no more in number than a dozen or fifteen, it is mean, 
pitiful, and beggarly, in any perfon whatsoever to pais 
from table without giving to all. 



Numb. 61, Thursday, Feb. 28. 1754. 

THOUGH the following letters are written upon 
more ferious fubjedb, and in a graver ftyle and 
manner than are common to this Paper, which is pro- 
feffedly devoted to the ridicule of Vice, Folly, and 
Falfe Tafte, yet as they are intended for public benefir, 
and may contain fome ufeful hints and informations, I 
fhallprefent them to my readers without farther preface. 
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To Mr Fit 2 -Adam, 
SIR, 

His Majefty, having frequently recommended to his 
parliament to con fid er of proper means to put a (top to 
the numerous robberies and murders amongft us, I (bail 
want no apology for fending you my thoughts upon 
that fubjed. Many perfons have been of opinion, that 
fevere punifhments were necefiary in thefe cafes ; but 
conftant experience proves the contrary, and that the 
confequence is only making rogues more defperate, and 
thereby increafing the danger in&ead of providing for 
the fecurity of honed men. One thing only 1 think 
might fafely be done with rcfpeft to punimments, which 
is, that no criminal (except in very particular circum- 
ftances) who is clearly convi&ed fhould efcape by 
tranfportation, or other wife. The lenity of the govern- 
ment fuffers this in hopes of an amendment ; but when 
the mind is once corrupted to fo great a degree, it is 
feldom capable of any virtuous fentiments ; and the 
cafe of fuch perfons is, that they generally return from 
tranfportation in a fhort time, and fall immediately into 
the fame company and profligate courfe of life as be- 
fore. Such kind of pardons are confidered by rogues 
no otherwife than as giving them hopes of perpetrating 
their crimes with impunity, and, confequently, rouft 
produce a very bad effect 1 am confirmed in this opi- 
nion by Monfieur Secondat, who, in his excellent trea- 
tife upon the Spirit of Laws, fays, u That if we inquire' 
** into the caufe of all human corruptions, we fliali 
" find that they proceed from the impunity of crimes, 
11 and not from the moderation of punifhments." But 
then I mud add, that if the puni foment for robbery is 
made more certain, there ought to be a diftindtion 
(unlefs hanging in chains is thought a fufficient one) 
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between that and murder, left the robber, feeing the 
pnniflunen t the fame, and equally certain, may be tempt- 
ed to kill, in order to his concealment. However, it is 
the bufinefs of every legiflalurc rather to make good 
regulations for preventing crimes than to. contrive pa-* 
niinments for them. 

The ingenious Mr Fielding, in a very fenfible pam- 
phlet upon this fubje&, attributes the number of rob- 
beries, in a great meafure, to the luxury and extrava- • 
gance of the nation : but it appears to me that thefe 
are only remoter caufes; for though luxury and ex- 
travagance reign in all our principal towns, yet the 
robberies are ehiefly in and about London , and even 
when they happen in the country, they are generally 
committed by rogues who make excursions out of Lon- 
don to fairs, horferaces, and other public meetings; 
which clearly and evidently points oat the true caufe 
of them to be the overgrown Jizt of London, affording 
infinite receptacles to lnarpcrs, thieves, and villains of 
all kinds. Our magistrates have lately exerted them- 
felves with a very becoming fpirit in foppreffing houles 
of gaming and debauchery; but I am afraid the num- 
ber of thefe honfes is fo great, that all their endeavours 
will not produce any confiderable benefit to the public. 
The buildings in London have been increased prodi- 
gioufly within thefe thirty years, and the ill confequen- 
ces of this increafe ieem not to have been enough con- 
fidered ; but it is certain that a large metropolis is the 
greatetir evil in any country, and the fource and foun- 
tain of all the corruption that is in it. It appears, from 
the bills of mortality, that the burials in London vaftly 
exceed thechriftenings. This annual furplus,fuppliedin 
a great meafure from the feveral counties, is a continual 
drain from the people, and an immenfe lofs to the na- 
tion; and I cannot help recommending it to thofe gen- 
tlemen, who are for increafing the number of our people 
Volume IL Q 



5* THE WORLD; J** 6tv 

by a general naturalization bill, to provide, in the meat* 
time, for the fecority and preservation of thofe we have 

already. 

The inon (Irons fize of our capital is one great caule 
of the exccffive luxury that prevails amongft us. The 
infinite number of people that relbrt hither naturally 
rival each other in their tables, drefs, equipage, furni- 
ture, and, in fWt, extravagancies of ail forts* Not* 
wkhftandmg the late neceflary regulations, a continual 
round of amnfement and entertainment is invented for 
every day in the week, and by this means the mind is 
kept in a conuant hurry and diflipation, and rendered 
unfit for any ferrous employment. Can mothers of 
this turn, immersed in vanity and folly, be fuppofed 
capable of any domeftic concerns ? What a profpe& is 
here of the morab of the ri&ng age 1 and. what is woric» 
this love of plcafnee is carried into the country, and a> 
general difiblutcnefs fpreads itfelf through the whole 
kingdom. Hence it is that gentlemen, even of final I 
fortunes, are impatient of the country, and crowd to 
the diverfions of London, contracting an expenfive tafte, 
and ruining their families. Nor is this love of pleafure 
confined only to genteel life ; the common people eauly 
follow the example of thofe above them ; and as they 
have no fund to fupport them without labour, the con- 
iequence of idleneft m them is immediate poverty, 
which neceflarily throws them into ftiarping, robbery, 
and all kinds of diihoncfty : fo that, I believe, it may 
truly be affirmed, that the luxury and corruption of 
nny nation is )uft in proportion to its wealth, and the 
largenefs of its metropolis, 

Thuanns teils.us, that in the reign of Henry II. there 
was an edict made to prohibit any buildings in the 
fuburbs of Paris ; and, in Queen Elizabeth's time, a 
biH patted to prevent the increafe of London; but, like 
other good laws, it fbon grew obfblete* and loft its effect 
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in what manner oor metropolis may be reduced, 
without injury to the proprietors of hooies and ground- 
rents I do not pretend to determine ; but it fccais ab- 
solutely ncoeKTary that a (lop fhouid be put to any 
farther buildings : and if, betides this, the ruinous 
feoafes in the bade parts of the town, fuck as Hockley 
in the Hole, &c. which are the grand receptacles for 
ftarpers and pickpockets, and which might be pur- 
chafed at an eafy rate, were annually to be bought 
op, the materials fold, and the ground thrown into 
open fields, the Town, in a few years, woftld be confi- 
-derably reduced, the healths of the people very greatly 
improved, and the n amber of gametlers, thieves, lewd 
womea, &c. gradually dimhmked, 

1 am, *c. 

ToMrFiTz-AnAM, 
S I R, 

As yon profefs not only to amufe, but to inftruA$ 
and as the early grounding of youth in true fortitude 
aad the love of their country are objects worthy of the ' 
mod ferious attention, give toe leave to caution parents 
and guardians, through your channel, againft an evil 
they fcem tnfenfibk of, the evil of fending youths, un- 
acquainted with the world, even raw from fchool, to 
French academies ; where no fooner are they got toge- 
ther, than thofe who prefide in the councils of that 
kingdom, ever attentive to fow the feeds of -di^nfton 
m thefe nations, detach a number of Irifli officers, who, 
by fpeaking oor language, and introducing rhefc heed- 
lefs boys into the pleafures of the place, eafily infmuate 
themfelves into their good graces; and then, with no 
lefs art than judgment, gradually inftil into their vacant 
minds the poifons of Popery and difafieclion. I fpeak 
by experience* If any one doubts the truth of this af- . 
G ? 
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fertion, let him inquire into the prefent condition of a 
French academy in a neighbouring maritime province, 
where thefc meafures will be found to be, at this hour, 
warmly purfuing. Are there not other countries, coon* 
tries of liberty, where the French tongue, and the exer- 
cifes which contribute to falhion the exteriors, are to 
be acquired with equal fuccefs ? doubtlefs there are : 
and thofe parents, who, by the advantage of their own 
education, are capable of directing that of their, chil- 
dren, never hazard them among thefe dangerous people* 
till, by reading, travel, and an acquaintance with man- 
kind, they are proof agamft fuch unhappy impreffions. 
If the inferting this ftiort letter faves but one Britoa 
from perdition, you and I, Mr Fitz-Adam, cannot 
efteem it as an ufelefs precaution. 1 am, 
SIR, 

Your moft humble fervant. 



Numb. 62. Thursday, March. 7, 1754* 



SIR To Mr Fitz-Adam. 



IH AVE fomewhere read of the faying of a philofo- 
pher, I believe it was in the Spectator, ,c That every 
" one ought to dp foroething in the world to (how that 
" he has been in it.'* I am therefore, though a woman, 
defirous of leaving behind me the following teftimony 
of my exigence, and of convincing pofterity that, in 
point of birth, I have had the ftart of them.. 

It is of late grown into a fa (hi on among the men to 
treat the bufinefs of Vifiting with great dilrefpedt; they 
look upon it as a mere female recreation, and beneath 
the dignity of their fu peri or natures: yet, notwithstand- 
ing their contempt of it, and the odious name of Gad- 



No 62. THE WORLD. 53 

ding, which they hare given it, I do not find that they 
fail in their appearance at any of our afiembiies, or 
that they are better able than us women to (hut them- 
felves up in their own houfes when there is any thing 
to be done or feen abroad* If they would content 
them felves with finding fault with the Name and not 
the Thing, I (hould have no quarrel wich them, the 
word Vifit being of fo various and uncertain a fignifi- 
xation that I am always at a lol's in what fenfe to un- 
derftand it. 

A fifter-hvlaw of mine, who lives about ten miles from 
Town, fent me, fome time ago, a very preffing letter, 
de firing my alfiftance, and that of my cook-maid, for a 
few days ; her houfe, as fhe faid, being likely to be put 
into great hurry and confu don* from the preparations 
they were making for the reception of my Lord Whim- 
iey, who had lent my brother a card that he intended 
Jitm a vifit the week following. I fet out accordingly 
with my cook; and when every thing was got ready 
in the be ft and gentecleft manner that my brother's 
fortune would afford for the entertainment of fo noble 
a gueft, down comes my Lord as expected ; who, 
npon alighting from his chariot, gave orders to his 
coachman to keep the horfes in motion, for that his 
itay (hould not exceed fifteen minutes. His Lord (hip 
took a walk through the garden ; feemed greatly plea- 
fed with its fituation and defign ; very politely excufed 
himfelf from making a longer (lay. and took his leave 
with faying, that he hoped foon to do himfelf the plca- 
fure of making him a fecond vifit. 

It would be taking up too much of your time to en- 
ter minutely into the family diftrefs upon fo vexing a 
difappointment ; let it fuffice you, that it was pear a 
fortnight before my poor fitter perfectly recovered it, or 
before (he left off her hourly repeated queftion of 
" What (hall we do with all this load of victuals ?" My 
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Lord next day at White's was giving high i 
Dn my brother's feat, and the goodocft of the air in 
that part of Surrey, tod was pleaied to fay that he 
thought it the completed thine of ttsfizc within twenty 
miles of London. Upon which Sir Humphry Hobling, 
a di&aat relation of ours, propofed being of my Lord's 
party at his next vifit. Accordingly, in about three weeks 
a fecond card informs my brother of a fecond vine. 

By this time I and my -maid, together with two or 
three fupernumerary afijftants and female humble cou- 
fins, were di (mined, after having ftaid a fortnight, by 
particular defire, to help to eat up the pafttes, pyes, tarts* 
jellies, fyllabubs, &c. which had been provided for my 
Lord, and were now looked upon as mere drugs in a 
family, which ufuaUy contented itself with two licb&aa- 
cial difhes, or one and a pudding. 

It was not in the Jeaft doubted that my Lord's fcr 
eond viftt would be of the fame nature with the firft ; 
his Lor dfh'p's card being conceived exa&ly in the fame 
words, there was therefore no need of fufc or prepa- 
ration ; my fitter, too, had pretty well worn otfthe dread 
of making her appearance before fo great a man. Act 
cording to his appointment my Lord arrived, and with 
him Sir Humphry and Colonel Shu$e, a great favou- 
rite of my Lord's, and a number of iervants, with port- 
manteus, guns, pointers, setters, fpaniek, &ci — My poor 
dear filler ! — 1 wifh you were a woman, Mr Fit*- Adam, 
and had kept boufe in the country, that you might 
know how to pity her. The rumour of my Lord's ar- 
rival having foon fpread itfelf, feveral of the neighbour- 
ing gentlemen came the next day to dine with my 
brother, and to pay their compliments to his Lordlhip; 
the greater part of whom, by Sir Humphry's incenant- 
Jy pu tiring about the claret, were rendered utterly in- 
capable of returning to their homes that night. To 
ihorten my ftory, my Lord and the Colonel! finding 



HP>to. THE WORLP. jj 

/ 

the air to agree with them every day better than the 
other, continue d there a fortnight ; -and Sir Humphry, 
having drank him&lf into a fit of the gout, is, with hit 
lady and family, (whom he lent for to attend him) at 
this day upon his vifit. 

1 have heard much of the copiouineis of the Englifb 
language, and would fain know why it is that people 
can find no term to eiprefs their defign of flaying fif- 
teen days at yoor houfc different from that which fig- 
aifics fifteen minutes ? have they no way of expreffiog 
the time of their continuance hot by the one word Vi« 
fit ? Surely, Mr Fits* Adam, a more correct and intelli- 
gible method of conveying upon cards, or otherwife, 
the vHUor's deiign upon the vifitcd might be found out ; 
giving htm to underftand at fight what he has to do 
towards a proper reception : whether it be to order a 
fire in the beft parlour ; to lee if the death-warrant for 
poultry, roaftiog pigs, &e. be to be figned ; if fleets, 
beds and chambers, are to be aired, or a month's provi- 
sion to be laid in. All this, \ conceive, may be eafily 
effected by a method, which, for the good of all ma* 
iters and miftrefics of families, I am now going to com* 
nuntcate. 

When a fine lady, having a new-falhion;d fuit of 
clothes, or a new piece of fcandal to circulate, finds it 
necefiary to call upon forty or fifty of her acquaintance 
in one day ; or, when a fine gentleman chutes to figni* 
fy hit intention of making a fliort vifit* like my Lord 
WhimJcy's firft ; I am for an abridgment of the word, and 
only calling it a Vis. When a gentleman or lady in- 
tends taking a family dinner with a country friend, or a 
difti of tea with a town one, i would have that called 
a Vific Bat when a pcrfon propo&s fpending fome 
days, weeks, or months, at a houfc, I would call that 
a Vifitatioa. Sa that, for the future, cards might very 
properly he written in the following form. " Lady 
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•* Changeherfriend's compliments to Lady Fiddle- 
•« f addle, and intends to Vis her Lady (hip this evening.** 
** Lord Stiff's compliments to Sir Gregory Quibus at 
" his houfe at Hampftead, and intends to Vifitnim the 
" firft fair day," " Captain Fearaball's compliments 
•' to Ralph Hardhead, Efq. at his feat near Burford 
*• Downs, and intends him a Vifitation the beginning of 
* - next month, to take a crack of hunting with him." 
Thus, Mr Fitz-Adam, will the terms of Vifing, Vifiting, 
and Vifitationing, always carry an exa& meaning with 
them, and be fuch as the 1 owe ft capacity cannot fail of 
underftanding. I am, with great efteem, 
Dear S i a, 

Your conftant reader, and admirer, 

Susanna Frettabit. 

P. S. If this letter (honld happen to pteaie you, who 
are all the world to roe, I may very fhortly fend yon a 
few neceffary remarks upon each of thefe three Vi fit- 
ments ; in which I may obferre at large, that the Vis 
feems to be chiefly confined within the bills of mortality rf 
or to the inhabitants of large towns, and is applicable 
to the tranfacYing of bu finds in general. The Vifit is 
more particularly for dill Kfe and fet compliments. 
The Vifitation is looked upon generally in a very in- 
different light, and ofteaer thought a plague than a 
pleafure by the receiver : it is chiefly the invention of 
the worthy tribeof Hearers, (of whom you gave us lately 
fo lively a description), led-captaihs, younger brothers 
brought up to no bufinefs, humble confins. Sec. The 
vifited in thefe cafes, or, more properly fpeaking, the 
patients, have invented, on their parts, feveral curious 
hints towards (hortening the length of a Vifitation be* 
fides thofe ftalc and threadbare ones, of bringing out 
after a certain time the brown loaf, and ordering the 
groom to fay, That the corn is all out. My uncle Toby 
4 
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Frettablt, having received a Vifitation from a gentleman 
and his lady, who were his relations, and finding it con- 
tinned to the feventeenth morning, hie upon the expe- 
dient of calling aloud to his groom, under their chamber 
window, to be fur* to feed hit coufins' horfes well, and 
get their chaife cleaned } " for very likely, Tom," fays 
he, railing his voice, " my coofins will embrace fo fine a 
" morning to go home in ; far you know fo very fine 
'* a day one feidom fees in a whole month at this time 
" of the year." His confins, it feemi, took the hint, 
and very civilly decamped a few hours after. 



Numb. 63. Thursday, March, 14, 174;. 

— * r . . * — - 

" A&iAU cultot quart quidam httmtnlutis cites*" TulL 

Tlte Yvftprtveibetot »f (k* total is, u it Weir, a certain fuftcnancc to 
the libera] arte. 

IF thelof/fove\indolence did not fomstimes. as entirely 
pofle(* me as the love cf fame, I (hould no doubt feel 
myfelf a little piqued at being in a manner compelled 
to withdraw my own wit, in order to publifh that of my 
correfpondents. For many weeks pad I have confidered 
myfelf as a mere poftmafter, whofe only employment is 
to receive and distribute letters. But what mod mortifies 
me is, that I do not find my readers to be at all clamor- 
ous about my returning the pen, I am particularly 
hurt by my correfpondent of this day, who, under the 
friendly appearance of favouring me with his affiftance, 
has fent me what 1 am afraid will call a (hade upon my 
own papers. I could have forgiven the injury, if he 
had left me room to aiter a fingle word in his effay, 
when I might have a ff tired my acquaintance that is was 
partly written by myfelf. 
Volume II. H 
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To Mr Fitz-Adam. 



Every one knows how liable the body is to decay, 
urilefs it be fupported by proper nouriQiment. The 
unlearned labourer is as well fkiiled in this doctrine as 
the raoft profound philofopher 1 for the ftomach, by- 
certain monitory twitches, informs them both equally 
cf how great importance eating is, not only to their 
well-being, but to their being at all. The peafant la- 
bours that he may eat, and eats that he may labour ; 
and his very labouring contributes alfo to the health of 
his body. Now, Sir, I beg leave to inform certain of 
your readers, who, by the circumftance of their birth, 
education, and fortune, are unhappily exempt from bodily 
labour, and who are idle becaufe they have leifure ; that 
the Mind likewife requires fuftenance, and that for wane 
of food and exercife it will as naturally fall into decay 
as the body. 

This is daily feen in what is called the petite World* 
which is chiefly compofed of fuch whofe fleek counte- 
nances and active limbs difcover all the figns of vigo- 
rous bodily health, but whofe minds are fo feeble, puny, 
and half ftarved, as to be fcarce able to fupporc them- 
ielves. 

Vaux-hall and Ranelagh are generally crowded with 
objects of this fort; for that fuch naturally have recourfe 
to public places and company may be learned from 
Tully's account of the idle fellows of Rome : Vidcmus, 
cum re nulld impediantur nece£arid % aut alveolum poJcerc % 
aut quarere quemplam iudum, aut fermonem aliquetn re- 
quirere ; cumque non habeant ingenuas ex dotlrind oblec* 
tat tones t circulos aliquos et fejfiunculas confefiari. As 
this morfel of Latin may po&bly dick with fuch of your 
readers as have had leifure enough to neglect the im- 
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prorement of their fchool learning, to make It go down 
more glibly, I wtlidrefs it for them after the Engliih man- 
ner. " The idle, as they have no occupation or bufineft 
" to employ them, refort either to a gaming- table, or 
" a cricket- match, or Mother Midnight's oration ; and 
" as they have not, for want of learning, any of the 
* f amufements of a gentleman, become members of clubs, 
" and frequenters <>f coffeehoufes." From the illuftri* 
oos convention at White's down to thofe who aflcmbie 
on birth-days at the Black ; whether they rejoice in 
champaign and ortolans, or tripe and porter ; whether 
they are employed at a hazard-table or a (hufflc-board ; 
the Mind, in each fraternity, feems to be alike unprovU 
ded for, and has little elfe to fubfift upon than the fcraps 
and broken pieces of knowledge picked up from the 
common newfpapers* 

We cannot wonder if, with fuch miferable fare, the 
Mind (hould be impaired in its ftrcngth, and grow lan- 
guid in its motions ; but we may well wonder that men, 
who are far above the ordinary rank of life, who are 
proud of their abilities to diftinguifh themfelves from 
the vulgar in their clothes, tables, houfes, furniture, in 
fhort, in all the conveniences of mere living, even to 
luxury, (hould take up with fo poor a diet ; (hould be 
contented with diversions, which even the loweft me* 
chanic may afpire to. Is it no mortification to their 
pride to find men of low birth, mean fortune, and no 
education, on a level with themfelves in their amufe- 
ments ? is it no reproach to them to look upon a pic- 
ture of Raphael, or a Medicean Venus, with the fame 
flupid eye of indifference as the labourer who ground 
the colours, or who dug in the quarry? Yet many 
there are, and men of tafte too, as thephrafe goes, who, 
through a (hameful neglect of their minds, have little 
or no relifh of the fine arts : and I doubt whether, in 
our mod fplendid affcmblies, the Roya^l Game of Goofe 
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would not bare as many eyes fixed upon it as tie late- 
ly-publifhed curiofity of die nibs of Palmyra. I men- 
tion this work not only to inform fuch of your readers 
as do not labour under a total lofs of appetite for li- 
beral atnufements what a fttmptuous entertainment 
they may fit down to, but alfo to give it as a fignal in- 
itance how agreeably men of ingenious talents, ample 
fortune* and great leifure, may amufe themfelvcs, and, 
laudably employing their leifure time, do honour to 
their country. 

Among the polite and idle there are none whom I 
behold with more companion than thofe meagre and half* 
fkmiihcd fouls whom 1 meet every day, in fine clothes 
and gay equipages, going about from door to door, like 
comtnqnbcggars;and like heggars too,as commonly turn* 
ed away ; with this difference, that the porter gives the 
ragged droller a forty No, and a civil difmiffion to the 
vagrant in embroidery. The former, to excufe his idle- 
nefs, fays, "No body will employ ma;" the latter does 
as good as fay, " I cannot employ myftlf." This in 
high life is called vijtting; which does not imply any 
friendihip, efteem, or the lcaft regard towards the per* 
ion who is vifited, but is the effcel of pure generofity in 
the vifitpr, who, having more time upon his hands than 
he knows what to do with* prodigally beftows fome 
of it upon thofe whom be cares not one farthing for* 
J look upon vifmng to bo the arc of Squandering away 
time with the leaft lofs of reputation: a very greaj In- 
vention indeed ! and as the other ingenious arts have 
been produced by hungry bellies, fo this owes Its rife 
to the emptiaefs. of the Mind. 

But the hunger of the Mind, for the moft part, 
creates a eonftant reftleffoefs, frequent indtfpofition, and 
fomettmes that worfe^than-bodily difeaie the fpleen; 
which happens when* by low keeping, it is reduced to 
the neceflity of gnawing and preying upon itfelf. Eve* 
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ry man who does nothing becanfe ha bail nothing to 
do, feds himfclf more or lefs fuhjoA to thefe diforders. 
And can bis flying to placet of paftime and diverfion 
remove them ? Should we not condemn a mother at 
unnatural, who, when her child cries for bread and 
butter J (hould carry it abroad to a puppet (how ? Yet 
full as abfurdly does every man ad, who, regard lefs of 
the cravings of his mental appetite, ftands gaping at 
vertical funs, or a painted waterfall. 

I hare heard that the Matter of Vaux-hall, who fo 
plentifully provides beef for oar Bodily refrefhment, • 
has, for the entertainment of thofe who vifit him at 
his country-houfc, no lefs plentifully provided for the 
Mind; where the gueft may call for a fcnll to chew upon 
the inftability of human life, or fit down to a collation 
of poetry, of which the hangings of his room of enter- 
tainment take up, as I am told, many yards. I wifli 
that this grand purveyor of beef and poetry would tranf- 
fer fome of the latter to his gardens at Vaux-hall. 
Odes and fongs pafted on the lamp«pofts would, I be- 
lieve, be much more ftudioufly attended to than the 
priees of cheefecakes and cuftards : and if the unpiclu* 
red boxes were hung round with celebrated paffages 
out of favourite poets, many a company would find 
fomething to fay, who would otherwife fit cramming 
themfelves in filent ftupidity. I am led to this thought 
by an obfervation I once made at a country church, 
where the walls were fet out with feveral plain diihcs of 
good wholefome doctrine. It happened that' the pador 
of the flock, who was round and fat, by the heavuiefs 
of his difcourfe, and the lazy manner of delivering it, 
laid to fleep three-fourths of his audience. Upon in* 
quiry, I found that the fleepers were thofe only who 
could not read, and that the reft kept themfelves awake 
by feeding^ on the walls. In the waking part of the 
congregation 1 had a proof of the advantage of reading j 
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in the languid preacher an inftance of a decayed habit 
of mind ; which certainly would not have been in £b 
weak a condition, if, inftead of cold ham and veniibn 
pafty, he had now and then taken for breakfaft a lon« 
chion of Barrow, or a flice of Tillotfon. 

Y oar's, ftc. L. M« 
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-*— " Anhnom plBtarz pafcit inani. Virg 9 

And with an empty picture fed his mind. prydem. 

c t » To Mr Fitz-Apam, 

I READILY agree with your correfpondent of Iaft 
week in his conclufion, that books, or more proper- 
ly, that learning, is the food of the Mind ; and as what 
happened to me lately was occafioned by giving my 
Mind a meal, I beg leave to relate it to you. You muft 
know, Sir, I labour under a misfortune, common to 
many in this great metropolis, which is, to have a very 

food appetite and very little to eat. This lays me on- 
er the neceffity of fpunging upon my friends : my ca- 
lamity indeed fits lighter upon me, as I do not pra&ife 
the little arts and thifts of many fine gentlemen, who 
drop in as it were by chance at dinner-time; who 
faunter about the Town in hopes of meeting with fome 
generous mafter of a family; or who in a morning vifit 
protract the converfation till it is too late for them to 
dine any where elfe: No, Sir; 1 have a mind above 
fach low contrivances, and openly avow my fpunging 
without any referve or fhamefacednefs. 
With the view of getting a breakfaft J waited the 



N°64- .THE WORLD. 63 

other morning upon Lord Finical, who is remarkable 
for having a very elegant library. The familiarity of 
his conversation with me in public places gave me con* 
rage to make him the firft vifit : and as 1 knew that his 
time of riling was about twelve, I was at his door by 
nine; where, after the fafhion of mumpers, I gave but 
one (ingle knock for fear of disturbing him. After fome 
time the door was opened to me by a flip- (hod footman, 
who afking my Honour's pardon for having made me 
wait fo long, (bowed me into the library. Here i found 
my lady's woman, with a damalk napkin in her hand, 
taking down the books one by one, and, after wiping 
them as tenderly as if they had been glafs, putting them 
into their places again. She very politely hoped I 
would excufe her ; faid, (he fhould foon have done ; 
that to be fure the books were in a great difhabille, 
and not fit to be feen in that pickle : " For you muft 
" know, Sir," faid (he, " that this is the largeft room 
" in the houfc ; and my Lady gave a ball here laft 
u night, well knowing that my Lord would not leave 
" White's till the dancers were gone." This (he de- 
fired me to keep to myfelf. I told her, I thought there 
was no great harm in making life of a room which 
would otherwife be ufelefs. " True, Sir," faid (he ; 
*' but as my Lady knows, that my Lord does not chufe 
" it, and as my Lady would not willingly offend my 
" Lord, (he has (irictly ordered all the fervants not to 
" blab, and defired me to be up thus early to wipe the 
u books, for fear the duft upon them fhould occafion a 
u difcovery : for you know, : Sir, if my Lord knows no- 
" thing of the matter, it is juft the fame thing as if there , 
" had been no dancing at all." As I did not controvert 
fo evident a doctrine, her converfation ended with wip- 
ing the laft book ; and after having received an aflur- 
ance from me of keeping fecret what (he had no occa- 
fion to intruft me with, (he very gracioufly difmifTed 
hcrfclf. . 
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I was now left by myielf, and was going, as I thought, 
to fit down to a moft dcikioos rcpaft ; bot I found my- 
fclf in the ftate of a country booby at a great man's 
table* who fits gaping and flaring at the richnefs of 
the plate, and elegance of the fervice, while he (herald 
eat his dinner. 1 ftood aftonithed at the gay prolpect 
before me : the (helves, which at the bottom were deep 
enough joft to contain a folio, tapered upwards by de* 
grees, and ended at the dimenfion of a fmaU duodecimo. 
All the books on the fame (helf were exa&ly of the 
fame fixe, and were only to be diftinguifhed by their 
backs, which were moft of them gilt and lettered, and 
dtfplayed as great a variety of colours as is to be feezi 
in a bed of tulips : for the bindings of fome were red, 
fome few black, others bine, green, or yellow; and 
here and there, at proper intervals, was ftuck in one 
in vellum covering, as white as a curd, and lettered 
black, in order to make aftronger contraA of the colours 
one each fide of it. 

Hitherto I ftood at fome diftance, to take, with more 
advantage, a general view of the beauty of the whole ; 
but curiofity leading me to a clofer infpc&ion of each 
individual, I had the pleaforc to find myielf furronnded 
by the belt authors in ancient or modern learning. I 
took down feveralof them by wayof tailing j (" for," m 
Lord Bacon obferves, •« fome books are to be tafted, 
*< others to be fwallowed, and fome few to be chewed 
'• and digefted;") aod, by the (licking together of the 
leaves, occafioned by the marbKng and gilding of the 
edges, I found that not one of .them had been opened 
fince they came out of the hands of the bookbinder. 

I now fell to with a good appetite, intending to 
make a full meal ; and while I was chewing upon a 
a piece of Tully's philofophical writings my Lord came 
in upon me. His looks difcovered great nneafmefi, 
which I attributed to the event of his laft night's diver- 
2 
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: fion; but good manners requiring me to .prefer his 
Lorclfhip's coqyerfation to nay own araufetrient, [ re- 
placed his book, and, by the fudden fatjsfa&ion in his 
countenance, perceived thi^t the caufe of his perturba- 
tion was my holding open the book with a pinch of inuff 
in my fingers. He fa id, he was glad to, fee me, for he 
fhonld not have known ejfe what tp have done with him- 
felf. 1 returned the compliment, by faying, 1 thought 
he could not want entertainment amidft fo choice a 
collection of books. •' .Yes," replied he, «« the collec- 
c< .tion is not without elegance ; but 1 read men only 
" now ; for. I finiihed my ttudies when t fet out on my 
11 travels. You are not the, fir ft who has admired my 
" library ; and I am allowed to have as fine a tafte (a 
" books as any nian in England." Hereupon he ihow- 
t ed a?e a,Pa(lor fudq bound in green, and decorated with 
.myrtle leaves : he tfyen took down a volume of rijlot- 
fon in a black oindinjr, with the leaves' as white as a 
law-book, and gift on the back with little mitres and 
crofters ; and, laftly»,a Cfcfar's, Commentarie*,clothed jji 
red and gold, in imitation of tKe. military uniform of 
"Engiiih juicers. He reflected, with an air of fatisfac- 
tion, upon the ufefuJnefs of making oofervations in tra- 
veling abroad, .and acknowledged that he owed the 
^thought to his having fecn, in a trench Abbess ftudy 
at Paris, all the Dauphine editions of the c I allies with 
gold dolp.hjns on the back of them. JVurn, vefceris ifti^ 
\quafn [audas npfamtl ? yras frequently at my tongue's 
'end; but good breeding retrained me from taking th^e 
liberty of a too familiar expostulation. 

We now, fat dqwn.at the table, and my Lord, having 
ordered the tea-water, begged the favour of me to 
reach out jny hand to the window-feat behind me, and 
give him one pf the books which lay flat one upon ano- 
ther, the backs and : Jeaijes. alternately. I did fo; and 
endeavouring to. ufee. the uppcrmoft, I found thatthejr 
Volume II. 1 *' 
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all clung together. His Lord (hip feeing my furprife 
laughed very heartily, faying it was only a tea-cheft,and 
that I was not the firft of many whom he had played 
the fame trick upon. On examining it I found that the 
upper book opened as a lid, and the hinges and key-hole 
of the lock were concealed fo artfully as they might 
eafily efcape common obfervation. But it was with great 
concern that I beheld the backs of thefe feeming books 
lettered Pope's works. Poor Pope ! with what indig- 
nation would he have fwelled had he lived to fee bat the 
mere phantom of his works become the vehicle of gro- 
cery. 1 His Lord (hip, obferving my eyes fixed with atten- 
tion on the lettering, gave me the reafon of it : " What 
«' could I do?" faid he, " the credit of my library rc- 
" quired the prefence of the Poet ; but where to place 
•' him was the difficulty; for my (helves were all full 
" long before the la ft publication of him, and would 
" have loft much of their beauty by any derangement; 
•« fo, to get clear of the embaras y I thought it might be 
«« as well to have Mr Hallet's edition as Mr Knap* 
49 ton's." I perfectly agreed with his Lordfhip, re- 
ferving to myfelf my meaning as to his own particular. 
Mr Cam the banker being now. introduced, after hear- 
ing a joke or two upon Mr Cam's books, which his 
Lord Hi ip was pleafed to call a more valuable library 
than his own, I left them to their private bufinefs. 

And now, Mr Fitz- Adam, for the fake of many who, 
like Lord Finical, have a fine tafte in books, and not 
the leaft reliih for learning ; and for the convenience 
of many more, who are fond of the appearance of learn- 
ing, and can give no other proof of it than that of 
poffeffing fo many books, which are like globes to a 
cunning man, I dcfire you will give a hint to Mr 
Bromwich to form a paper-hanging reprefenting 
clafles of books, which may be called for at- his (hop by 
the name of learned or library paper, as he pleafes. 
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Tiat ingenious gentleman, whofe gains arid reputation 
have rifen equally with our paper-madnefs, will exert 
his fancy in fo many pretty defigns of book- cafes, or 
pieces of ornamental architecture, accommodated to 
the fize of all rooms, in fnch a richnefs of gilding, let- 
tering, and colouring, that 1 doubt whether the Chinefe 
Paper, fo much in faraion in mod of our great houfes, 
muft not, to his great emolument, give place to the 
learned : 1 think the Library Paper will look as pretty, 
nay be made as coftly, and 1 am fure will have more 
meaning. The books for a lady's clofet muft be on a 
fmaller fcale, and may be thrown into Chinefe-houfes ; 
and here and there blank fpaces may be left for brack* 
ets to hold real China-ware and Drefden figures. It 
is to be obferved, that the lettering fhould not be put 
on till the paper is hung up ; for every cuftomer ought 
to have the chufing and the marihalling his own books : 
by this means he may have thole of the neweft fafhion 
immediately after their publication ; and, be/ides, if he 
fhould grow tired of one author or one fcience, he may 
be furnifhed with others at reafonable rates, by- the 
mere alteration of the lettering. 

I make no apology to Mr Dodfley on this occafion, 
as I do not think he will lofe a iingle cuftomer by this 
compendious, yet comprehenflve, method of perform- 
ing libraries. 

Tour's, &rc. 

L.A. 
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** Canpeftres waeTam Scjthac, 

M Qjm-wm pUaftra vagas rite tnlmnt donoc Art. 

Happy the Scyduans, haofcldi train. 

Who roQ their vagrant dwellings o'er die plain. Fr**cis.' 

THAT experience is the beft, and would be the 
only, guide of our conducl, is fo trite a maxim t 
that one can hardly offer it without an apology : and 
yet we find the love of innovation, and the vanity of 
invention, carrying men daily to a total neglect of it. 
In a country where Mode and Fafhion govern every 
thing, we mo ft not be furprifed that men are ruled by 
no fixed principles, but rather fhould exped they wHI 
frequently ad in dired oppofition to ever^ thing that 
has been long eftahlifhed. The favourite axiom of the 
prefent times is, that our anceftors were barbarous ; 
therefore whatever differs from the ignorance of their 
manners muft be wife and right. 

To fhow the folly of an overweening opinion of in- 
ventive wifdom, and to bring the foregoing remarks 
to the purpofe and fubje& of this day's paper, I (halt 
give an inftance from Garcillaho de la Vega, who tells 
us, tha't when the Spaniards began to fettle in Peru, 
and were erecting large ftone buildings, the Indians 
flood by and laughed at them, faying, that they were 
railing their own tombs, which on the firft heaving of 
the earth would fall and crufh them. Yet, big with 
their European improving genius, they defpifed the 
light cabins of the Americans, and at length became 
the victims of their own Opinionated pride. Equally 
ridiculous would be the Peruvian in England, who, 
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di/regardtiig' tlie dfd-eftablifiied mode!* of ftrength and 
/olidity, fhoulcf build himfelf a hdt after the fefhion 
of" his own country, abd adapted ottly to the tempera- 
ture of that climate. 

As I would* willingly jSay my countrymen 1 tfhe Con* 
jSHme'nt of foppofing all their actions' to* ne founded ht 
reafiSri, When I canflbt de^ttonflfrate the eontnrVy, F hate' 
i'mputedf the numtter of flight Wooden cdWces, with 1 
tfhich we tit our* parts* smd garden** ft>- Odwded, t& 
die extravagant fear* with which, it r&iy Be retrttm- 
Sered, the inhabitants of ihore folid ftru^rres were 
feiz€d at the time of the late expected* earthquake. If 
fuch a 4 tube of universal pannic fhotfkf agaiti occur, I 
douot not bat &* builders of rhefc afyhrihv, who hadf 
mercenary views, would fee good inteYeft for t heir mo* 
ney, while the generous- and benevolent Would enjoy 
the greateft of pleafures 1 , that of makrfrg nu Aibtfs eafy 
and happy. But, even in this cafe, huvv KaVe they 
a&ed againft Experience f for, as a (form of wind is a 
much more ufual phenomenon in this climate than an 
earthquake, it is evident that the expenfc of erecting 
thefe occafional receptacles (through dot fftdeed very 
considerable) mud be totally thrown away ; unlefc we 
are to believe thole refiners in political arithmetic, who 
aflert* that thefe retreats have contributed as much to 
the fervice of the public in the increafe of its inhabi- 
tants as they could have done in the preservation of 
them, according to their original inftitution. 

The fame fpirtt which influences men to deipiAj 
and neglect ancient wiftlom leads diem to a hafty ' 
and precipitate imitation of novelty. Thus many* 
ignorant of the 6rig?nal defign of thefe (light fhelters* 
and not imagining there could poffibly be any ufe in 
them, concluded, that they ftiuft imply ornament and 
beauty ; and recollecting the proverb, that " Every 
" thing that is little is pretty," dotted their parks wilfc 
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feaions of hogfheads. The firft I faw of thefe gave 
me a high opinion of the modefty of its owner. A wife 
man of Greece, thought I to myfelf, was immortalized 
for his felf-denial and humility in occupying the whole 
of that maafion, of which my wifer countryman is 
contented with die half. But, upon looking round 
me, and feeing this new old whim propagated all over 
his park* and thefe philofophical domiciis fo numerous 
as to make a town big enough to hold all the wife men 
upon earth, I foon changed my opinion of the founder, 
and concluded him rather to be poffefled with the am- 
bitious madnefs of an Alexander, who coveted More 
Worlds, than with the moderation of the Cynic, who, 
as Hudibras obfenres, exprefied no manner of folicitude 
about a Plurality of Tubs. 

The whole world was not half fo wide 
To Alexander, when he cry'd, 
Becauie he had bat one to fabdac, 
As was a narrow paltry tub to 
Diogenes : who is not (aid 
(For ought that ever I could read) 
To whine, pot finger i' th' eye and fob, 
Becaufe h' had ne'er another tub. 

The fituations ufually deftined for thefe monuments 
of tafte are not in covered vallies, embofomed in groves, 
or in fome (heltered del], (there indeed we have the 
modefty to place our wood-piles, bone -Racks, cinder- 
heaps, and other more heavy fabrics, compofed of rub- 
bi(h, oyfter-fbeJls, and fometimes more glittering worth- 
leffnefs, under the ennobling titles of grottoes, hermi- 
tages', &c. &c.) to make them confpicuous, they are 
placed on eminences in the bleakeftexpofures, infomuch 
that I have over-heard an aflembly of modern impro- 
vers condoling with one another at a drum on a windy 
night, like a company of merchants at Jamaica, who 
had a rich fleet in the harbour at the time of a hur 
ricane. 
I 
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The moveable houfes of the Scythians, defcribed in 
my motto, are worthy oor admiration. We muft ac- 
knowledge them to be the perfection of all works, fince 
they will (land the criticifm of Momus himfelf; having 
that requisite, for the want of which he condemned 
all other houfes : they are upon wheels, and can move 
from bad neighbours, or be conveyed to (belter from 
the fury of the winds, or the fcorching of the fun. 
What a fatisfa&ion muft it be to a man of fortune to 
be told that fuch houfes are a manufacture of this age 
and country, and that he may be fupplied with a very 
complete one at the common and moderate price of 
three hundred pounds 1 It is to be prefumed that no 
gentleman, whom this intelligence may reach, will 
hereafter litter his park with huts, tubs, cribs, fentry- 
boxes, &c. 

The tafte of the prefent age is univerfally for annuals. 
Their politics, books, plantations, and now their build- 
ings, muft be all annuals; and, it is to be apprehended 
that, in a few years, large trees and fubftantial ftruc- 
tures will be no where to be found except in our deferts ; 
uulefs we could be as fanguine in our expectations as 
a certain fchemift, of whom 1 fhall relate fome parti- 
culars. 

This gentleman, whofe Chinefe temple had been 
blown down a few weeks after it was erected, was com- 
forting himfelf, that he had found in Hanways travels 
a model never yet executed in this part of the world, 
vhich, from the advantage of its form, muft (land 
againft the mod violent gufts of wind on the higheft 
mountains. This was, it feems, a pyramid of heads, 
after a genuine plan of that great improver, Kouli Khan. 
He immediately contracted with the fexton of his pa- 
rish for a fufficient fupply of human fculls,and was pre- 
paring the other materials, when the fcheme was pre- 
vented by the over-fcrupulous confcicnce of the fexton's 
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wife. The fchetnift ww extremely .mortified, yet re- 
mained pertinacious in the execution of hisdefign, and, 
as 1 am .tQlp^.fet out the next, morning for, Cornwall to 
obtain .a -feat in parliament, in order to bring in a bill 
for the erecting apyramjd in every county, with.nfches 
for the. reception of the, heads of ail criminals hereafter 
to be executed. He is in .no .pain for the fuccefs of his 
motion; for though die legiflature has found qbje&ions 
to every fcheme for making malefactors of ule, he 
doubts not of their ready concurrence in a propofal for 
making them an ornament to their country. 

In former times the £r;at houfc was the Qbje& tp 
which the granger's admiration was particularly invited* 
For this purpofc lines, of tre.es were planted to direct, 
and walls built to confine, your approach, in fucha mari- 
ner that the eye mud be conftantly employed in the 
contemplation of t|*e. principal front. Now it is- thought 
neceflary \o change all this ; jou are therefore led by 
.round-about terpentine walks^aad find your progrefs tp 
be often intercepted byjnvifible and unexpected lines 
and intrenchments,and the mapfion purpofely o^fcurefl 
by new plantations, while the nobleft trees of.tjic ol^i 
grove are tumbled down to give you a peep now and 
then at an outbuilding of about ten feet fquare of plaf- 
terand canvafs. So different, from this was the prac- 
tice of pur anceftors, that whenever f they erected foch 
little edifices, (which they, did only. from necefiity), they 
CDnftantly planted before them yews,, laurels, or aqua- 
tics, according as the foil was moift or dry: and I could 
venture to promife any modern improver, who delights 
in laying ail. things, open, that he might in one morn- 
ing fail down the populous part. of the Thames, ,and, 
with his fingle Ratchet among the, willows, Jay open as 
many mafked edifices of the true modern fize and fi- 
gure, as, properly difpoled and fancifully .variegated 
with frelh paint,. .might make fjounfiow-heath a rjval 
to many an admired garden of this age. 
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A philofopher would not fuppofe that the mailer of 
tie place aflumed-any merit to himfelf from fuch trifles ; 
lie would hardly imagine that even the mod elegant of 
palaces could add any degree of worth to the poffcuor, 
whofe character muA be raifed and fuftained by his own 
dignity, wifdom, and hofpitality; remembering the 
maxim of Tolly, " Non domo dominus \ fid domino domut 
honeftanda eft." But to judge with the common ob- 
server, andtoreafon with the general race of improvers, 
if it be abfolutely ncceffary for every man to Ihow his 
tafte in thefe matters, let him endeavour to c >mpafs 
iblidity, duration, and convenience, in the manfion he 
inhabits ; and not attempt to difplay his magnificence 
in a number of edifices, which, whatever they may iecm 
to imitate, are uaneceflary houfes*. 
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To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

TO confefs an unfafhionable kind of truth, I am 
a woman who now and then think a little; and 
when I do, I fometimes turn my reflections on my own, 
fez. Man, you know, is faid to be '* a creature formed 
" for fociety;" and I do not deny it to be in general true; 
but then, pray, what is woman ? To fay that fhe, too, is 
u a creature formed for fociety/' is faying nothing at 
all ; (he is a great deal more than all that. Shall 1 tell 
you what (he is? Woman is " a creature formed for 
M crowding, and for being crowded." 

Mr Pope, who, you know, thought it worth his while 
to write a whole cpiftle about us, declares, after he thinks 
he has analyzed us to the bottom, that the love of plea- 

Volumc II. K 
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Jure and the lore of fway are the general ruling paf- 
fions of the whole fci ; in dire& conoradtftion to which 
1 afiert, that the lore of crowding, and of being crowd* 
cd, b a paffion infinitely more general and predomi- 
nant It will be alleged, probably, that this paffion 
k included in one of the former ; but I anfwer, No; it 
k abfoimtety diftin& from either of them : for as to the 
love of pleafure, afk a woman of fafirion in the midft 
of a crowded aflembly, (and thanks to the tafte of the 
age we live in you may make the experiment hi this 
dear Town any evening you pfcafe), aik her, I fay, if 
fiie takes any pleafure in being crowded ? — " No," (he 
Will tell yon, " (he hates and dettfts it ; it breaks her 
" hoop, tears her ruffles," puts her in a horrid flutter, 
" makes her a fright in (hort, and (he wonders what 
" could perfuade her to come there." A plain proof 
this that it does not refult from her love of pleafure : 
and that it is not acomequence of our love of fway is 
(till more obvious ; for the very idea of a crowd ex- 
cludes all notion of faperiority and diftindfcion. Bat, 
if you want an experimental proof of this, too, go to thu 
fame afiembly, and obferve the lady of the houfe her* 
ielf; (he is diftinguifhed indeed, but in .a manner quite 
oppofite to what you would expeft; for k is only by 
boftling through the crowd (be has herfelf raifed, with 
all the hurry and vulgar obfequioufnefe of a coffee girl. 
All then that can be (aid in your friend Pope's de- 
fence is, that he did not live long enough to fee this 
predominant female paffion difpiay ttfelt in that full 
ftrength and vigour which it does at prefent. Yet one 
might think too, from what one has heard of the ring, 
and other ftftionable amu&ments in his time, (for I do 
not remember them myfelf), that he had, even tnen, fuf- 
ficient opportunity given him to dtfcover this truth ; 
but is he has totally omitted it in all his Effays, I (hall 
(without making apologies for my inferior abilities, for 
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I lute apologies) endeavour to demonftrate that this 
▼cry paffion is fuperior to all our other paffions put to* 
gether. 

Firfl, as to our love of Play. Let us, in the firft place* 
to proceed methodically, confidcr what Play is. Play 
is a (cience, or rather a fcience and aa art pot together % 
the former of which has been rendered fyftcmaticaj 
by the philofophic pen of Mr Hoyle ; the other, tho 9 
perhaps as well understood as the former, has yet been 
honoured with no diftinft trcatift: though I am told 
indeed, that a gentleman, now in the Old Bailey, has* 
at his leifure hours, completed an eflay which, when 
pobltthed, will render the whole of this matter clear to 
the meaneft capacity. But this $n paffknt. Now, Mr 
Fitz- Adam, whether we eoofider Gaming as a fcicncf 
that employs the head, or as an art which esercifes 
the hand of its fair profeffors ; whether we fuppofe it 
a matter of judgment or ingenuity; we aauft agree, 
that a private room, and a fmall party, would be infi- 
nitely more eligible for the purpofe (that is, if a woman 
loved Pla*y for its own take) than a Aril affcmbly ; for 
if (he plays with judgment, I would prefume tliat a 
aoifeand tomtit about her would certainly difturb her ; 
and if (he plays with (kill, I (hould imagine a number of 
lookers-on ought pofibly difconcert hcK 7«t this is not 
the cafe ; U g*m* in a crowd is the ibingi and rather 
than not game fo, (he is willing either to be beat or to 
be (booked, either to lofe her money or her reputation. 

Having proved, I think to my fatisfa&ion, and 1 hope, 
Sir, to your's, that even the love of Play is a fecondary 
paffion to the love of crowding, I will joft touch upon 
our love of drefi. That this is made fubfervient to it 
alfo is evident to any perfon that will pleafe to con* 
template that made-important part of our drefs the 
Hoop • a piece of apparel, or, to (peak more properly, 
a piece of machinery, which owes its very being and 
K 2 
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exiftence to this paffien : for fince that invention a lady 
is enabled to make a crowd even by berfelf ; and thirty 
women can now cram a room as completely as a hun- 
dred would do if deprived of fo necenary an auxiliary. 
On this principle, too, we may account for that Teeming 
paradox, why the Hoop, contrary to the fleeting and 
ihort-lived nature of all other parts of drefs, holds its 
place in the realms of Fafhion fo much longer than any 
other mode was ever known to do ; and while oar caps 
have, from the fize of a china plate, dwindled away to 
the breadth of a half-crown, and then entirely vanifhed, 
our Hoops, on the contrary, continue to enlarge their 
circumference gradually, and keep pace with our ru- 
ling pafJion. So that I (hall venture to aflert that this 
part of oar drefs will be immortal; forfo long as wo- 
men are women, fo long moft they wear large Hoops. 

Again, as to our love of Mafic : aik any woman of 
fafhion if the opera founds as well on a Tuefday as a 
Saturday, and (he will ftare at your queftion, and an- 
fwer coolly, " No; (he does not think it does.' 9 And 
why, pray ? For this (hort reafon, that Saturday is the 
crowded night. 

The thing is now fo very plain that I might (pare 
tnyfelf all further trouble : yet to proceed, let me aik 
why we prefer gallantry to love, and general acquaint- 
ance to particular friendfhip? Becaufe the one goes 
on full as well in a crowd (excepting indeed fome ne- 
cetiary (hort intervals with regard to gallantry) as in 
any other place. But fhould a woman condefcend to 
cultivate love or friendfhip, (he would be frequently fe- 
duced into folitude, or what is as bad, be obliged fome- 
times to undergo the infupportable ennui of a grave 
tite a the. 

- Laftly, I would fain afk why does that fmall part 
of our fex, that think at all about the matter, prefer 
enthufiafm to religion, and Mr Whiteficld to their 
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parifli prieft ? For no other rcafon in the world hat 
becaafe Mr Whitefield of all men living has the great- 
eft knack of gathering a crowd about him. 

Now that I am talking of religion, I have heard of 
an author who wrote a treatife to prove that the place 
of future punifhment was the centre of the earth ; 
which, fince it could not fairly hold half the inhabitants 
that wonld be affigned to it, he fuppofed the principal 
torment would confift in Squeezing. I believe, indeed, 
the dodrine was foon exploded; and it was fit it fhould; 
for furely, Sir, it would have a manifeft bad tendency 
in point of female morals ; for who can think that we. 
fhould have any dread of Squeezing in the next life, 
when we Jove fo dearly to be Squeezed to death in this? 
Yet though I have hitherto endeavoured to prove 
that this love of Crowding is the ruling paffion of the 
Female world, 1 would not have it inferred that it 
does not fometimes alfo predominate in Man. 1 know 
myfelf various inftances to the contrary: many young 
fellows of my acquaintance are at prefent warm bo* 
rough-hunters. Now, as mod of them are infinitely too 
ignorant to fuffer one to imagine they do it with a view 
of ferving their country, and much too negligent and 
degags to aim at ferving themfelves, I charitably con- 
clude, in order to give them fome motive for action, 
that they commence candidates purely from this prin- 
ciple, as wanting only to pufh themfelves into a pre- 
fent momentary Crowd at the enfuing election, and to 
fecure to themfelves a feptennial Crowd by getting 
into parliament. 1 could enumerate many more in- 
ftances of the fame kind, but really I have fcribbled 
till I am tired : I have, however, one word to fay to 
your friends the Poets before I conclude. You know, 
Sir, they frequently make fimilies about us women, 
and are particularly fond of taking them from the 
feathered part of the creation : for inltance, if a woman 
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is conftant, (as perhaps feme women have formerly- 
been), they compare her to a turtle; if (he fiogs well, 
they inftantly clap a nightingale into her throat ; and 
if (he is fair, the fwan's plumage immediately becomes 
dirty by comparifon. Now, all thefe fimilies may dm 
well enough in the confined way they, ufe them; baft 
they never yet found out any (ingle bird that could be 
made ufe of as a general fymbol of the whole fex. I 
have, Mr Fitz-Adam ; and I (hall give it them to pat 
into verfe, if they pleafe ; afluring myfelf, that if they 
are convinced of the truth of my foregoing reafonings, 
they will think it a juft one : not to keep. them or you 
longer in fufpenfc, it is a Wild Goofe* I am, 

Among the crowd of your admirers, 



Numb. 67. Thursday, April u, 1754* 



SIR, 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 



AL L the iafhionabje part of mankind fet out with 
the ambition of being thought Men of Tafte. 

This is the prefent univerfal paffion : but the misfor- 
tune is, that, like fportfmen who lofe their hare, and 
ftart coneys, which lead them over warrens where their 
horfes break their legs, and fling their riders; fo, in the 
affair of Tafte, we frequently fee men following feme 
falfe fcent with the fame ardour that they would have 
purfued the proper objed of a chace, and with much 
greater inconveniencies. 

Of all the various fubjefts that have yet exereifed the 
geniufes of modern writers, that of Tafte has appeared 
to be the mod difficult to treat; becaufe almoft all of 
chcm_have loft themfelves in endeavouring to trace its 
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fource. They have generally, indeed, referred us for 
its origin to the polite and imitative arts, whereas thofe 
are rather its offspring than its parents : perhaps their 
m&akes, in the treating this delicate fobjed, may 
hzrc arifen from the great refemblaace which faifs 
Tafte bears to trut % which hafty and inaccurate obfer- 
▼ers wiH find as difficult to diftingnUk, as to difcera 
Pinchbeck's metal from genuine sold at the firft tran* 
fient glance. To the end, therefore, that die ideas of 
ear fine gentlemen may be fomewhat more precifely 
adjaftcd npon this important article, I (hall venture to 
afiert, that the firft thing necefiary for thofe who with 
to acquire a tnse Tafte is, to prepare their minds by an 
early porihit and lore of moral order, propriety, and 
all the rational beauties of a juft and well-regulated 
condnd. 

True Tafte, like good breeding in behaviour, feems 
to be the eafieft thing in nature to attain ; but yet, 
where it does not grow Ipoata n e oafl y, it is a plant of 
all others the snoft difficult to cultivate. It mod be 
fewn upon a bed of virgin- fenfe, and kept perfectly dean 
©f every weed that may prevent or retard its growth. 
It was long erroneoufly thought to be an exotic ; bat 
experience has convinced us that it will bear the cold 
of oar rooft northern provinces.' I could produce in* 
ftances to confirm this aflertion from almoft every 
county of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The folly is, that every man thinks himfelf capable 
ef arriving at perfection in this divine accompiifhment ; 
bat Nature hath not difpenfed her gifts in fuch profo- 
fion. There is but one fun to illuminate our earth, 
while the ftars, that twinkle with inferior loftre, are in* 
numerable. Thas thole great geniu&s that are the 
perfect models of true Tafte are extremely rare, while 
thoufands daily expofe themfelves to rum and ridicule 
by vam and awkward imitations. 
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Perhaps, to arrive at Tafte in one (ingle branch of 
polite refinement might not be altogether fo fruitlefs an. 
ambition; but the abfurdity is to aim at an univerfal 
Tafte. Now, this will beft appear by obferving what 
numbers mifcarry even in the mod confined purfuit of 
this difficult accompli foment. One feeks this coy mi- 
ftrefs in books and ftudy; others purfue her through 
France, through Italy, nay, through Spain; and, after 
all their labours, we have frequently feen them ridicu- 
loufly embracing pedantry and foppery with the rap- 
tures due alone to Tafte. Thus it happens to many- 
deluded travellers in the fields of Gallantry, who enjoy 
fancied familiarities with women of the firft rank, whofe 
names and titles (trumpets have a/Turned, to deceive the 
vain, the ignorant, and the unwary. 

It is thought the Bona Dea of the Romans was 
nothing more than the goddefs of Tafte. Ladies alone 
were admitted to her myfteries : the natural indelicacy, 
indeed, of the ftronger fex feems to countenance this 
opinion, women, in general, having finer and more 
exquifite fenfations than men ; and it is a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the virtues and charms of that mod 
amiable part of our fpecies which constitutes the mod 
efTentiaJ quality of a Man of Tafte. Who, indeed, 
ever knew a mere foldier, a mere politician, a mere 
fcholar, to be a Man of Tafte ? 

Were we to ereel a temple to Tafte, every Science 
flxould furniih a pillar, every Virtue (hould there have 
an altar, and the three Graces (hould hold the high 
priefthood in commiflion. 

We daily fee pretenders to this quality endeavouring 
to difplay it in a parade of drefs and equipage ; but 
thefe, alas ! can only produce a beau : we fee others 
fet up for it amongft cards and dice, but thefe can 
create nothing better than a gamefter : others in bro- 
thels, which only form a debauchee* Some have run 



ti*$j. tHE WORLD. 8t 

for it at New-market ; fome have drank for it at the 
King's Arms ; the former, to their great furprife, have 
acquired only the title of good Jockeys, the latter of j oil j 
Bucks. There are many who aim at it in literary com- 
petitions, and gain at moit the character of intruding 
authors. 

However, this general purfnit of Tafte has its ofes ; 
thofe numbers who go in queft of it where it is never 
to be found, ferve at lead as fo many marks that teach 
us to avoid fleering the fame unfuccefsful courfc. 

The plain truth of the matter it, a houfe filled with 
fine pictures, the fideboard loaded with mafly plate, the 
fplendid equipage, with all the hey-dukes, pages, and 
fervants that attend it, do not entitle the pofieffor to be 
called a Man of Tafte ; they only bring with them either 
anxiety or contempt to thofe whofe rank and fortunes 
are not equal to fuch often tat ion. I will be bold to fay, 
therefore, not with (landing fome of your readers will, 
doubtlefs, look upon me as an unpolifhed Vandal, that 
the beft inftance any man can give of his Tafte is to 
(how that he has too much delicacy to relifli any thing 
fo low and little as the purchafe of fuperfluities at an- 
other's coft, or with his own ruin; At leaft, the placid 
Satisfaction of that man's heart, who prudently meafures 
his expenfes, and confines his defires, within the circle 
of his annual revenue, begets that well-ordered difpo- 
fition of mind without which it is impoffible to merit 
the character of a Man of juft refined Tafte; 

Certain it is that he beft difcovers the juftnefs of his 
Tafte who beft knows how to pnrfue and fecure the 
mod folid and lading happinefs. Nowj where (hall we 
look for this with fo much probability of finding it as 
in temperance and tranquillity of mind, in focial and 
domeftic enjoyments ? Are not thefe the firft and moft 
effenttal objects of Tafte? Certainly they are : andwhen 
a man has once acquired thefe, he may, if Fortune and 
Volume If. L 
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Nature have properly qualified bits), launch ont into 
a more extenftve compafs, and display his genius in a 
larger circle. 

But it will be difficult, I fear, to perfoade tboic 
young men of the prefent generation who are ambi- 
tious of eftablifhing a character for Tafte, to advance 
towards it by fo flow and regular a ptogreflkm. They 
feem, in general, to be pollened with a kind of Epic 
madnefs, and are for hurrying at once into the nridft 
of things. But, perhaps, you, Mr Fitx-Adara, may- 
be able* by rtafon, or by ridicule, to call back their at- 
tention to the previous ftcps j to perfuade them to learn 
to walk before they attempt to run; to convince 
them that proration in archtte&ure, in gardening, in 
equipage, in drcfs,&c. can ferve to no other purpose but 
to dtfturb their imaginations, and to give them a gene- 
ral dtftafte of chcmleives, and of every thingaround them* 

It is by no means, however, furprifing that this cha- 
racter of Tafte (hould be fo univerfaUy fought after, 
as true Tafte is, doubtfefs, the higheft point of perfec- 
tion at which human Nature, in this her ftate of frailty , 
can poffibly arrive. A man endowed with this quality 
poflehes all his fenfes in the manner bed adapted to re- 
ceive the impreflion of every true plcafure which Pro- 
vidence has Scattered, with a liberal band,for the delight 
of its creatures. There is nothing intrinficaily bcau- 
tifu 1 which does not furnHh him with perpetual delight ; 
as every thing ill fafhioned and deformed affeds him 
with difgtift and abhorrence: that is, in a word, the 
avenues of his mind are open only to thofe enjoyments 
that bring with them the paflports of truth and reafon. 

Philalethes 19 a Man of Tafte, according to the no- 
tion I have here given of that quality ; his conduit is 
influenced by fentiment as well as by principle ; and, if 
he were ever fo fecore of fecrecy and impunity, he 
would no more be capable of committing a low or a 
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bafc a&ioa, than of admitting a rife performance into 
his noble collection of painting and fculpture. His 
juft Tafte of the fine arts, and his exquifite delicacy in 
moral condud, are but one and the fame fenfe exerting 
itfelf upon different objects ; a love of beauty, order, 
and propriety, extended to all their various intellectual 
and vifibie exhibitions. Accordingly, PiJalethes is con- 
fident in every part of his chara&er : you fee tbe fane 
elegant and noble fimplicity, the fame correel and ju- 
dicious way of thinking;, expreffed in his drefs 9 his equi- 
page, his furniture, hw gardens, and his actions. 

How different is Micio from Philalethes 1 yet Micio 
-would be thought a Man of Tafte ; but the misfortune 
is he has not a heart for ft. I fay, a heart, however 
odd the expreffion may found : for, as a celebrated An- 
cient has defined an -orator to be vir bonus dicendi fe- 
ritut, fo I rauft infift opon it, that a good heart is an 
eucntiai ingredient to form a good Tafte. When I fee 
Micio, therefore, dfffipating his health and ftrength in 
Jewd embraces and midnight revels ; when I fee him 
throwing away over-night, at the gaming-table* what 
he mud refufe tbe next morning to the juft clamours of 
his injured tradefmen; I am not the lead furprifed ac 
his trimmed trees, his unnatural terraffes, his French 
treillage, his Dutch parterres, bis Chinefe bells, and 
his tawdry equipage. 

In fine, though every man cannot arrive at the per- 
fection of this quality, yet it may be neceffary that he 
ibould be fuffkiently inAro&ed not to be deceived in 
his judgment concerning the claim of it in others. To 
this end the few following queries may be applied with 
singular advantage. Is the pretender to Tafte proud ? 
is he a coxcomb? is he a fpendthrift? is he gamefter ? 
is he a flanderer ? is he a drunkard ? is he a bad neigh- 
bour, a (ham patriot, or afalfe friend? By thisfhort 
xatecbifm every youth, even of the mod Sender capa- 
L a 
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city, may be capable of determining who is Not a man 
ofTafte. 

J an*, $c. 



Numb. 63. Thursday, April 18, 1754. 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

THE kind reception which yon gave to my letter 
of November laft makes me take the liberty of 
fending you feme farther anecdotes of my family. , 

As my grandfather, Sir Jofiah Pumpkin, had made 
a confiderable figure in King Charles's court, his only 
ion Ralph, my honoured father, was no lefs confpicu- 
ous for his valour towards the larter?end of King Wil- 
liam's reign. Although the race of Kings was chan- 
ged, the laws of Honour (till remain the fame. But. 
my grandfather had retired with his family to Pumkin- 
hall about a year and a half before the Revolution, 
much difcontented with the times, and often wiChing 
that Judge Somebody (I forget his name) had been a 
militia colonel, that he might have run him through 
the body, or cut off one of his che&s with a broad 
fword. In the fame drain he frequently wifhed Father 
Peters a life-guard man, that he might have caned him 
before the court-gate of Whitehall. " Thefe fellows," 
faid he, " pqt me in mind of murderers in Popifh coun- 
•' tries, who, if they run into a church after cut- 
? ' ting a throat, are fecured from all danger of punifh- 
?' ment. Our Engliflt ruffians, too, are frequently fafe, 
" if they can but (how a lawyer's gown, or a prieft's 
'f cowl." My grandmother, Lady Pumpkin, was a prut 
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dent woman, and not without fome difficulty perfuaded 
Sir Jofiah to content himfelf with drinking conftant 
bumpers of profpcrity to the church and ftate without 
fighting duels, or breaking heads, in defence of the 
Britifh qonftitution. Indeed he might well be content 
with the glory he had obtained, having been once (hot 
through the leg, and carrying the marks of fcven-and- 
twenty wounds in different parts of his body, all boldly 
acquired by Angle combats, in defence of nominal li- 
berty and real loyalty, during King Charles II. \ 
reign. 

My father was returned for a borough in Wales, in 

the fecond parliament of King William. This drew 

him every winter to London ; and he never took his 

leave of Sir Jofiab without receiving a ftridt command 

%o do fome brave act becoming a man of honour and a 

Pumpkin. As he was remarkably an obedient fon, and 

indeed as we were all, not only as Pumpkins, but as 

old Britons, very choleric and fiery, my father fcarce 

ever returned home without fome glorious atchievement, 

the heroifm of which generally reached Pumpkin-hall 

before the hero. Qf his fever al exploits give me Jeave 

only to mention three ; not fo much in regard to his 

honour, as that they carry in them fome particular and 

remarkable circumft ahces. 

There was an intimacy between my father and Ma- 
jor John Davis of the foot-guards. Their firft ac- 
quaintance and friendfhip had begun when the Major 
was quartered at a market-town near Pumpkinhal). 
Their regards had continued towards each other with 
the greatcft ftriltnefs for fcveral years; when, one day 
at dinner, with a large company at a tavern, my father 
jocularly in difcourfe faid, " Ah ! Major! Major 1 you 
" (till love to ride the fore-horfe ;" alluding to his de* 
fire of being foremoft in all parties of pleafure. Major- 
Pavis immediately changed colour, and took the cart 
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li eft opportunity of calling Mr Pumpkin afide and de- 
manding iatisfa&ion. My father aiked for what I Tli c 
Major made no reply but by drawing his fword. They 
fought, and the Major was foon difarmed. * c Now, 
u Jack,*' fays my father, " pray tell me what we 
fought for ?" " Ah, Ralph,** replied the Major, " why 
4t did you reproach me with having been a poftilion ? 
" It is true I was one ; but by what means did you 
«« know it ? and when you did know it, why would you 
" hint it to the company, by -faying that I (HII loved to 
" ride the fore-horfe ?" My father protefted his igno- 
rance of the fad, and, eonfequently, his innocence of in- 
tending any affront. The two friends were immediate- 
ly re-united as ftrongly as before; and the Major ever 
afterwards was particularly cautious how he difcover- 
td his. original, or blindly followed the folly of his own 
fofpicions. 

One of my father's tavern*companions, Captain Sha- 
dow, who was very young, very giddy, and almoft as 
weak in body as in mind, challenged him on a fuppofed 
affront, in not receiving the return of a bow which he 
had made to my father in the Playhoufe. They were 
to fight in Hyde Park ; but as the Captain was draw- 
ing his fword with the fierce ft indignation, it luckily 
occurred to his thoughts that the provocation might 
pofllbly have been undefigned, or, if otherwife, that the 
Tevenge he had meditated was of too cruel and bloody 
a nature ; he therefore begged pardon of his adver- 
fary, and made up the affair. 

I wiflx this had been the laft of my father's combats ; 
but he was unhappily engaged in a duel with a French 
officer, who had taken the wall of him, and in that duel 
he received a wound which, after throwing him feveral 
months into a languifhing miferable condition, at lad 
proved fatal by ending in a mortification. He bore his 
long ilinefs with amazing fortitude j but often expreff- 
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cd an abhorrence of theft polite and honourable mur- 
ders; and wifted that he might have lived feme years 
longer otdf to have (hown that he durft not fight. 

I leave you, Mr Fitz-Adara, to make your moral re- 
flecrrons on fchefc ieveral (lories ; but I cannot conclude 
my letter without giving you an account of the only 
duel in .which my poor dear hufband, Mr Solomon 
Muzzy, was engaged ; if a man may be faid to be en* 
gage^ who was fcarce ever awake. 

Mr Muzzy was very fat, and extremely lethargic* 
To be fure, he had courage fufficieot for a Major* 
general; but he was not only unwieldy, but fo le- 
thargically ftupid, that he fell aflecp even in mufical 
aflemblies, and fnored in the Playhoufe as bad, poor 
man i as he uled tofoore in his bed. However, having 
received many taunts and reproaches from my grand* 
father, (who was become by age very tart and pecvift), 
he refolved to challenge his own coofin-german by the 
mother's fide, Brigadier Truncheon, of Soho-fquare. it 
feem* the perfon challenged fixes upon the place and 
weapons. Truncheon, a deep-fighted man, chofe Prim* 
rofe-nill for the field of battle, and fwords for the wea- 
pons' of defence. To avoid fufpicion, and to prevent 
-a difcovery, they were to walk together from Piccadilly, 
where we then lived, to the fummit of Primrofc-hill. 
Troncheon's fcheme took effect, Mr Muzzy was much 
fatigued and out of breath with the walk. However, 
he drew hisifword ; and, as he allured me himfelf* began 
to attack his coufin Truncheon, with a valour which 
muft have charmed my grandfather had he been pre- 
fent. The Brigadier went back; Mr Muzzy purfued; 
but not having his adversary's alacrity, he ftopped a 
little to take breath. He flopped, alas ! too long: his 
lethargy came on with more than ordinary violence : 
he firft dozed as he flood upon his legs, and then begin- 
ning to nod forwards, dropt by degrees upon his face 
% 
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in a mod profound fleep. Truncheon, bafe man ! took 
this opportunity to wound my hufband as he lay fnoring 
on the ground ; and he had the cunning to direfthisftnt* 
in fuch a manner as to make it fuppofed that Mr Muzzy- 
had fled, and in his flight had received a wound in cite 
mod ignominious part of his body. You will afk what 
became of the feconds ? They were both killed upon tJb.e 
fpot ; but being only two fervants, the one a butler, 
the other a cook, they were buried the fame night; and; 
by the power of a little money properly applied, no 
farther inquiry was ever made about them. 

Mr Muzzy, wounded as he was, (the blood trickling; 
from him in great abundance), might probably have 
flept upon that fpot for many hours, had not he been 
awakened by the cruel bites of a maftifF. The dog 
began firft to lick his blood, and then tearing his 
clothes, fell upon the wounded part, as if it had been 
carrion. My poor hufband was thoroughly awakened 
by the new hurt he had received • and indeed it was 
impoffible to have flept while he was lofing whole 
collops of the fatteft and mod pulpy part of his flefh r 
fo that he was brought home to me, much more wound- 
ed, Mr Fitz-Adam, by the teeth of the maftifF than 
by the fword of his coufin Truncheon. 

This, Sir, is the real fad, as it happened; although 
I well know that the. Truncheon famify take the liberty 
of telling a very different ftory, much to the dfthonou* 
of my hu (band's memory. Permit me, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
by your means, to do public juftice to Mr Muzzy's 
character, and at the fame time to affure you that 1 am, 
Sir, 
Your mod obliged and obedient 

humble fervant, 
Mary Muzzy. 
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Numb. 69. Thursday, April 15, 1754. 

T^OR the entertainment of thofe x>f my readers who 
J7 love variety, and to ubltge thofe of my correfpond- 
ents whofe epi files to me are too fhort to be publiw- 
ed fingly, I have let apart this paper for mifcellancous 
productions. 

ToMrFirz-ADAM. 
Sir, 

If you are a ftrong-bodied man, be fo kind as to 
open your arms to your fair readers, and lift them 
down fafely from their high*heeled (hoes. 1 am really 
in pain when I fee a pretty woman tottering along, 
uncertain at every ftcp (he takes whether (he (ball (land 
or fa)L If the ladies intend by this fafhion to difplay 
the leg to greater advantage, to be fure we are obliged 
to them: but 1 cannot help being of opinion, that the 
fliortnefs of the modern petticoat might fully anfwer 
this defirablc purpofe. 

Pray, Mr Fitz-Adam, favour us with your thoughts 
upon this matter ; and if you can reduce this enormity, 
and take the ladies down (I will not fay in their wed- 
ding only, but) in all their (hoes, you will oblige every 
hufband and father, whofe wife and daughters may be 
liable, from walking in (lilts, to make falfe fteps. 

I am, &c. T H 

.Sir, 

As almoft every feffion convinces us that it is not 
beneath the wifdom of parliament to fpend much time 
Volume II. M 
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and confideration in the enacting and amending laws 
for the prefcrvation of the game, and to determine who 
fhould, and who fhould not, be his own butcher or 
poulterer in the fields; it is much to be wondered at 
that the fame vigilant care has not extended to the em* 
pioyments of tenure and opulence in Town, and to d€- * 
ternrine what eftate or place fhould qualify a rtan to 
play at cards or dice ; how much he rouft be pofTeflcd 
of to fit down to a game of All Fours; how much more 
to cut in at Whift, or to make one at a party of Brag ; 
or how much more dill to punt at Faro, or to fit down 
at a Hazard- table: always referving to privy-counfellors, 
and members of either Houfe, an exclufive privilege of 
ruining themfelves at any game they (hall think proper 
to play at. 

I dare fay, Mr Fits* Adam, a bare hint of this will 
be fufficierit to get it tiarried into a taw; efpecially if it 
be added, that till fuch a law is made, my Lord aad 
the Chairman are upon a level in their amufcments ; 
except that his Lordfhip ie lofing his eftate with great 
temper and good-breeding at White's, and the chair* 
wan beggaring his family with oaths and curies in a 
night cellar, I am, 

Sir, 

Your humble fervant* 

W.X. 

Sir, 

Your paper upon fervants put me in tnlnd of a paf- 
fage in the life of the Marquis (afterwards the Duke) 
of Ormond, which I believe will not be unentertaining 
to your readers. 

The Marquis, having been invited by a French noble* 
man to pafs fome days at his houfe in St Germain en 
iayi y in compliance with an inconvenient Engttiheuf- 
tom, at his coming away, left with the mtitre <T hotel 
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tea piAoIcs, to be diftribntcd amongft the ienrafcts. It 
was sill the money he bad, nor did he know how to get 
credit for more when he reached Parts* As he was oa 
tbe road ruminating on his melancholy circumftance, 
4&d contriving how to raife a final! fupply for prcfatt 
*fe, he was fnrprifed at being told by his {errant that 
the nobleman at whofe hpoie he bad been entertained 
WW behind driving furioufly, as if he was defiroos of 
overtaking him. 

The Marquis, it icons, had fcarce left St Germain 
when tbe distribution of the money he had given caufed 
a great difturbance amongft thefervancs; who exalting 
the ir own iervice and attendance, complained of the 
matin fb*t*P% partiality. The nobleman, hearing ah 
unufual aoife in his family, and, upon inquiry into the 
matter, finding what it was, took the ten piftoles, and 
caufing horfes to be put to his chariot, made all the 
hafte that was poffible after the Marquis of Ormond. The 
Marqais, upon notice of Us approach, got off his horfe 
as the other quitted his chariot, and advanced to cm- 
brace him with gregt affeclion and refpeA, bat was 
Ar*»gely ftrprifed to. find a coJdnefc in the aobianaan, 
which forbade all embraces till he had received fatisfao 
lion in a point which had given him great offence. He 
ftfced the Marquis if he had reafon to complain of any 
difrefpeft or de&& which he met with in the too mean 
bat very friendly entertainment which his hoofc afford* 
edf md being anrwered by the Marquis, that his treat- 
ment had been full of civility ; that he had never psuTed 
fo many day* owe agreeably in his life, and could not 
bat wonder that the other fbould fufped the contrary ; 
the nobleman then told him, " That the leaving ten pi> 
" ftoJcs to be d&ributed amongft the fervants was treat- 
<* ing his honfe aa an tan, and was the greateft affront 
" (hat could be offered to a man of quality : that he 
u paid his own fervajtfs w«U» and hired them to wait 
M 2 



9i THE WORLD, No6 9 * 

M on his friends as well as himfelf : that he considered 
" him as a ftranger who might be unacquainted with. 
" the cuftoms of France, and err through fome practice 
" deemed lefs dishonourable in his own country ; other- 
41 wife his refentment (hould have prevented any expo- 
u ftulation : but as the cafe flood, after having explain- 
" ed the nature of the affair, he muft either redrefs the 
" miftake by receiving back the ten piftoles, or give him 
** the ufual fatisfa&ion of men of honour for anavow- 
" ed affront." The Marquis acknowledged his error, 
took back bis money, and returned to Paris with left 
anxiety about his fubfiftance. 

Your readers, Mr Fitz-Adam, may learn from this 
ftory, that all our fafliions are not borrowed from 

Francc « Your's,*c. 

Honoured Sir, A ' Z# 

This is to acquaint yon that I am a gentleman's fer- 
vant, and that I have read the letter upon fervants, 
figned O. S. in the World of the 21ft of February laft : 
and though I admit the charge brought again ft us in 
that letter to be true, namely, that thofe who have no- 
thing to give may go whittle for a clean plate or a glais 
of wine ; yet I do not agree that a poor poet (for i am . 
fure he muft be a poet that wrote that letter ; if he had 
been a gentleman, he would, have done as gentlemen 
do; 1 fay, that 1 do not agree that a poor poet) has 
any right to abufe thofe that are his betters. A good 
fervant, and one who knows his bufinefs, will endeavour 
all he can to keep low people from intruding at his 
matter's table: and yet fo far are many of us from 
holding poets in contempt, that they are always well- 
come to a dinner in the hall with the beft of us, and 
have free leave to read their verfes, or fing their fongs, 
for the entertainment of the company. 
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If this fame Mr O. S. had been a philofopher, or a 
man of deep learning, he might have had fome fort of 
reafon to find fault ; for it is not to be denied that we 
are a little apt to overlook fuch fort of gentry ; but 
not fo much becaufe they have nothing to give, as from 
an abfence of mind which we conftantly obferve in 
thefe philofophers and men of deep learning, who, if 
they afk for bread, beer, or wine, are as well contented 
with oil, vinegar, or muftard, or any thing elfe that 
happens to be the readied at hand. 

I beg pardon for troubling you with this letter, which 
is only to fet thofe matters in a clear light, and to re- 
queft that yon will publifh no more papers about fer- 
vants, but let things go on in the old way ; and in fo 
doing you will oblige us all in general, and in parti- 
cular. 

Honoured Sir, 

Your dutiful fervant, 

to command, 

I. K, 

As I am defirous of being a peacemaker upon all 
occafions, 1 (hall comply with the requeft of this corre- 
fpondent, and conclude my paper with a hint to all 
gentlemen in livery, that as poets, philofophers, and 
men of learning, will be fometimes intruders at their 
mailers' tables, let them confider them as brethren, and 
treat them with humanity. 
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Numb. 70. Thursday, May 2, 1754. 

> m ■ m ■■■ ■ 1 ii mm 11 < ( p , , . 

The fofet's drug-fhop. 



SIR, 



To Mr Fitz-A»am, 



YOUR cofrcfpondent, in your Gxfy-tliipd yap**, 
has, I muft confefs, Chown no left ingenuity tjuH* 
the puke de Vivonne did wit in bis celebrated aaftw 
to Lewis XIV. qpon that King's a&ing J>ira at table, 
" Mais a quoi fert de lire ?" " La lefta™;' fajd U*e 
Duke, "fait a Vefprit c$ qtfe vgs pirdrixfont a mesjoucs" 
But whatever Dew doctrines thefe gentlemen are plea- 
fed to broach, that books are the food of the mind, I 
muft beg Jeaye to fey that they have, from time imme- 
morial, been called Phytic, not Food : and for this I ap- 
peal to the famous infeription on the Alexandrian lib- 
rary, which I have placed at the head pf my letter, 
Phyflc for the Soul. 

For my own part, I can truly fay that I have confider- 
ed all books as phytic from my earlieft youth ; and (6 
indeed have moft of my Schoolfellows and acquaintance, 
and nau&ated them accordingly: nor can any of us at 
this time endure the fight er touch of them, not even at 
prefent from the author, unlefs it be as thoroughly gilt 
as the moil loathfome pill, or qualified and made pa- 
latable by the fyrup of a dedication, 

Thofe who have endeavoured to conquer this dif» 
guft have given the moft forcible proofs of the troth 
of my argument : many of them, by venturing to pre- 
fcribe to them fe Ives, have fo injudicioufly taken their 
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potions, that their minds have been thrown (file van* 
oas ill habits and diforders. Some have fallen into fo 
lax a fUoe that they could neither digeft aof keep any 
thing whatfoevcr. Nay* I hate been acquainted with 
fach a* have taken the moft innocent and falutary of 
thefe medicines* but by over-dofing thomfelveft, and 
making no allowance for their own corrupt and acri- 
monious humours, have fallen into the mod violent 
agitations* difcharging fuch a quantity of undigefted 
and virulent matter that they have poifoned the neigh* 
Ixtarhood round. Some, only upon talcing the quan- 
tity of a few pages, have (tared, raved* foamed at the 
anooth, and difeovered all the fymptoms of ffladnefsj 
while the very fame doft has had the contrary efieA 
topon others, operating only as an opiate. 

The true and genuine Food of the Mind h News. 
That this is inconteftable appears from the number of 
fouls in this metropolis who fobfift entirely upon this 
diet, without the leaft addition of any Other nouriftt* 
ment whatsoever. In all ages and countries the Poets 
hive constantly described the avidity with which it is 
taken, by the figurative exprefiions of eating or drink* 
tag. £hakefpeare afls a more general term : 

With optn mouth fwatlowiog a tailor's News. 

Another witty author calls Niws the Manna of the 
Day; alluding to that food with which the Israelites 
were fopplied in the Wildcrncfs from day to day, and 
which in a very little time became dale and corrupt : 
as indeed Providence has in its wifdonl Ordained that 
all kinds' of fuftenance fball be m their nature corrupt- 
ible* to remind man continually of the dependency of 
his date on earth; whereas* Phy fie (particularly of 
the modern chymical preparation) preferves its efficacy 
and virtues uncorrupted and unimpaired by Time ; 
a property it has in common with Books; which never 
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fuffer by age, provided they are originally well compo- 
fed, and of good ingredients. The principal of thefe 
ingredients are generally thought to be wit; and I 
fancy, Mr Fitz- Adam, by the quantity of it with which 
you now and then feafon your Speculations, that you 
have adopted that opinion. But let me tell you, Sir, 
that though my fuppofition fhould be true, you are in 
the wrong to rely upon it too much ; for though this 
feafoning fhould happen to preferve them for the ad- 
miration of future times, it is certainly your bufineft 
to accommodate yourfelf to the tafte of the prefent. If, 
therefore, you would make fure of cudomers, give us 
News, for which there is as condant a demand as for 
daily bread: and as for your wit, which is a luxury, treat 
it as the Dutch do their fpices; burn half of it, and 
you may poulbly render the remaining half of fome 
value. But if you produce all you have for the market, 
you will foon find it become a mere drug, and bear no 
price. I am, 

Your friend and well-wifher, 

A. B. 

I have publifhed this letter juft as I received it ; and 
as a proof that my correfpondent is not lingular in his 
opinion of wit, I mud obferve that the fagacious au- 
thor of the late excellent Abridgment of the Hiftory of 
France expreffes a doubt that the prefent age may de- 
preciate wit as the lad exploded learning. " Prenons 
" garde que le i$?ne Jiecle ne dec He I'efprit, comme le 
" 1 7 me avoit decrie f erudition." 

The fixteenth century produced the greatednumber 
of men of the mod profound erudition ; and notwith- 
ftancting thofe of the feventeenth defpifed them for 
their laborious application, it is evident that ft. was 
owing to thofe labours that their fucceflbrs attained 
knowledge with fo much cafe. 
x 
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Towards the end of the laft century fome poflefled, 
and many affected, a pore tafte in literature ; and, fet* 
ting op for a ftandard towards die writings of the An* 
cients, very liberally rewarded thofe who imitated them 
the neareft in chaftity of composition. But no fooner 
had Monfieur Galland translated the Arabian Tales 
than the whole French nation ran mad, and would ne- 
ver after read any thing but wretched imitations of 
their mod wild extravagancies \ for it ought to be ob- 
ferved, that fome of thofe original ftories contain u fit- 
ful morals and well-drawn pictures from common life ; 
and it may be to thofe ftories, perhaps, that we owe 
that fpecies of writing which is at once fo entertaining 
and instructive ; and in which a very eminent wit, to 
the honour of this nation, has (hown himfelf fo incom- 
parably fuperior in drawing natural characters. But 
thefe were not the parts which had the fortune to pleafe; 
the enchantments, the monfters and transformations, 
engaged all their attention, infomuch that the famous 
Count Hamilton, with a pleafant indignation at this 
folly, wrote a tale of wonders, with defign to ridicule 
thefe idle books by an aggravated imitation : but with 
an effect fo directly contrary to his intention, that to 
this day France is continually producing little pieces of 
that extravagant turn; while England, that land of Li- 
berty, equally indifferent to works of wit, and encou- 
raging the licentioufnefs of the old comedy, can relifti 
nothing but perfonal character, or wanton romance* 
Hence arifes that fwarm of Memoirs, all filled with 
abufe or impurity, which, whatever diftinctions my pre* 
fent correfpondent may make with relation to food and 
phytic, are the poifon of the mind* 

The bed antidote to this poifon, and the mohVfalu* 
tary in every refpect, is that fpecies of writing which 
may properly be termed Regimen ; whidi, partaking 
of the qualities both of Phvfic and Food, at once 

Volume IL N* 
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cleanfes and fuftains the patient. Such have I ftudied Co 
make thefe my Papers ; which are therefore neither 
given daily for foftenance, nor occafionally as medicine, 
bat regularly and weekly as an Alterative, i have been 
extremely careful in the composition, that there (hall 
not be wanting a proper quantity of fweet, add, and 
fait ; yet fo jnfHy proportioned, as not to cloy, four, or 
lacerate, the weakeft ftomach* The ibecefc i have met 
with will be better proved by the attestations of my pa** 
tients than by any boafts of my own. Out of many 
hundreds of thefc atteftations, I fliall content myfeif at 
prefent with only publiffcingthe following 

. Extrad of a letter from Bath. 

Sim, 

I can afibre yon with the greateft troth, that my 
three eideft daughters were for more than a whole 
winter moil ftrangely affe&ed with a Nakedaefs in the 
Shoulders, in&rauch that the thtnneft and flighteft co- 
vering whatfoevcr was almoft infopportahle, efpecially 
in public. The beft advice in the piaoe was procured, 
but the dUcarfe hicreafed with fo ranch violence, that 
many exprefled their opinion that every part of the 
body was in danger of the rafecnon. At laft, when 
-nothing elfe would do, tbey were prevailed upon to 
enter in to a regular courfe of your Papers, and in a very 
few weeks, to the farprife of every body in the rooms, 
were perfectly cured. I therefore beg of you, good 
Sir, to let the bearer have thirty dozen of the papers, 
for which be will pay you. 

I am, 

Sir, &c. 

The original letter, leafed with a coronet, may be 
fecn at Mr Dodfley's in Pall-Mai 1. 
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Numb. 71. Thursday, May 9, 1754. 



Ne fcutica dignmn borrtbUl fe&ere Aagello. H*r, 

Nor let the wretch be flay'd* 
vrho fcatee defcnr'd the Jaft, 

IFLATTE R rnyfelf it muft have been frequently re- 
marked, that I have hitherto executed the office 
I have undertaken without any of that harfhneis which 
may deferve the name of Satire, but, on the contrary, 
with that gentle and good-humoured ridicule which ra- 
ther indicates the wiihes of paternal tendcrnefi than the 
dictates of magifterial authority. My edicts carry no- 
thing with them penaL After I have fpent five pages 
out of fix to (how that the ladies disfigure their pcrfons, 
and the gentlemen their parks and gardens, by too 
much art, I make no other conclufiou than by cooly 
informing them that each would be more beautiful if 
Nature was le& difgni&d, 

A certain great traveller, happening to take Flo- 
rence in one of his tours, was much careffed and ad* 
mired by the Great Duke. The variety of countries 
he had feen, and his vivacity in defcribing the cuftoms, 
manners, and chara&ers, of their inhabitants, rendered 
him highly entertaining. But it happened a little un- 
fortunately that he had taken a fancy to adopt one of 
the fafhions of the Eaft, that of wearing whiikers, 
which he did in the fulled and largeft extent of the 
mode. The Great Duke could by no means reliih 
this faihion ; and as conftantiy as he finilbcd his fe- 
cond bottle his difguft would break out, though never 
with greater harflmefs than in the following words, 
" Signer Giramondo, I am not Duke of Tufcany 
N 2 
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u while you wear thofe whifkers." In like manner I 
fay, I am not Adam Fitz-Adam when the ladies wear 
fuch enormous hoops, fuch fhort petticoats, and fuch 
vaft patches near the left eye ; or while gentlemen ruin 
their fortunes and conftitutions by play, or deform the 
face of Nature by the fopperies of Art, 

The moderation of the Duke of Tufcany, who with 
the help of a pair of fciffars might fo eafily have re- 
moved the object which at once offended and degraded 
him, is greatly to be preferred to the tyranny of Fro- 
crudes, whofe delicate eye for proportion was apt to 
take fuch offence at an overgrown perfon, that he 
would order him to be (hortned to the juft ftandard, 
by cutting off his feet. But a tyrannical fyftem cannot 
be lading; and violent meafures muft deftroy that har- 
mony which 1 am defirous fhould long fubfift between 
me and thofe whom I have undertaken to govern, even 
were it probable that I could carry fuch meafures into 
execution! But nothing expofes weaknefs fo much as 
threats which we are not able to enforce. It is told us in 
the A8s t " that forty of the Jews bound themfelves 
«' under a curfe, that they would neither eat nor drink 
* till they had killed Paul." We hear no more of thofe 
Jews, though the Apoftle furvived their menaces. I 
flatter myfelf that I have no lefs zeal for the abolilhing 
folly and falfe tafte ; yet I am fo far from uttering any 
fuch threats, that I very frankly confefs I intend to eat 
and drink as heartily as if there was no fuch thing as 
folly remaining in the world. My enemies, indeed, 
have been pleafed to throw out, that it is owing to my 
defire of continuing to gratify thefe appetites that I 
have not long ago entirely fuppreffed afl folly whatfo- 
ever. They make no fempie of afTerting, that there 
would not have been fo much as a patch, pompoon^ 
vr Chinefe rail, remaining amongft us, if I had not 

]}7 the Martjni. 
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thought proper to borrow a piece of police from the 
rat-catchers, who fuffer a fmall part of the vermin to 
efcape, that their trade may not be at an end. But 
J mud take the liberty of acquainting thefe gentle* 
men, that they know as little of me as of human na- 
ture, the chace after foliy being like hunting a witch ; 
if you run her down in one (hape (he ftarts up in ano- 
ther, fo that there is no manner of danger that the 
game will be deftroyed. And I mod folemnly declare, 
that wherever I have feen a beautiful face, or a fine 
garden, very grofly deformed by injudicious attempts 
at amendment, I have laboured with the greateft ear- 
neftnefs to effect a reformation: but where the conduct 
of my pupils, though fometimes faulty in itfelf, has 
been harmlefs in its confequences, I have conftantly 
forborne, and will as conftantly forbear, an officious re* 
prehenfion of it, however difagf eeable fuch forbearance 
may appear in the eyes of thefe gentlemen. 

It is upon this plan that I have fupprefled innumer- 
able complaints from fplenetic and ill-humoured corre- 
fpondents ; as a fpecimen of which complaints I (hall 
lay before my readers the beginnings of fame of their 
letters. 

Sir, 

. I am greatly offended at the in confident behaviour 
of a lady of my acquaintance. You fee her in a morning 
at St James's Church, and in the evening at the Play- 
houfe in Drury-I*ane. One would think that either re* 
ligion ftould drive plays out of her head, or plays re- 
ligion. Pray, Mr Fitz-Adam, tell her how abfurd— ~ 

Sir, 

I trouble you with this letter to make my complaints 
of a very great evil, and to defire your animadverfions 
upon it; i returned yefterday form a month's vifit to 
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a family in tie country, where, in every particular bos 
one, we pafied oar titBe as became' reasonable beings* 
When the weather was good we walked abroad : when 
bad, we amufedourielyes within doors either with enters 
taming conversation or iaftradire books: but it was 
the cuftom of the family (though in all other refpeds 
very worthy people) conftantly to play at cards for a 
whole boar before fupper. Surely, Mr Fitz- Adam, tbj? 
method of killing ti m e 

Bit, 

I am (hocked at the indecency of the modern head- 
drefs. Do the ladies intend to lay afide all modefty, 
and go naked ? 

This is the manner m which imdifttngtrifhing zeal 
treats things that are in therofeWes indifferent : for is 
it not matter of abiolute indifference whether a lady 
wears on her head a becoming ornament of clean lace 
or her own hair? or if there be any preference, would 
it not be fbown, both from nature and experience, to be; 
on the fide of the hair ? 

" Num tu, quae tcDuit dives Achsmenes, 
" 4ut pinguis Phrygian Myoclonias opes 
•• Pcrmutarc vclis enne Licini$?" 

Say, (hall the wealth by kings poflefe'd, 
Or the rich diadems tbey wear, 
Or all the treafu res of the £aft, 
Purchafe one lock of my Lieioia's hair ? 

Horace, we fee, prefers a beautiful bead of hair to 
the riches of a king. But I cannot help giving it as 
my opinion, that Licinia's hair flowed in natural ring- 
lets, without being tortured by irons, or confined by 
innumerable pins. Yet, tho' lhave feen with patience 
the cap diminiihing to the fize of a patch, I have not 
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with the fame unconcern obferved the patch enlarging 
itfelf to the fize of a cap. It is with great forrow that 
I already fee it in poifeifion of .that beautiful mafs of 
blood which borders upon the eje. Should it increafe 
on the fide of that exquifite feature, what an cclipfe 
have we to dread i But lardy it n to be hoped the ladies 
will not give up that place to a plafter, which the bright- 
eft jewel in the univeHe would want faftre to fnpply. 

1 find that I am almoft infenlibly got upon the only 
fbhje&- which is likely to move my indignation, and 
carry me beyond the bounds of that moderation which 
I have boafted of above, i (hail therefore conclude this 
paper with offering terms of composition to thole of my 
fair readers who are willing to treat with me. The 
fir ft is, that all thofe yoang ladies who find It difficult 
to weaa ehecnfelves from patches all at once, ihaii be 
allowed to wear them in what number, fite, and figure, 
they plcaie, on fuch parts of the body as are, or Jfcould 
he, moft covered from light. The fecond (and I (hall 
ofier no more) is, rhat any lady, who happens to pre- 
fer the fimpttcity of foch ornaments to the glare of her 
jewels, thaU, opoa <difpoung of the fe*d jewels for the 
benefit of the Foandltng, or any other hofpital, be per- 
mitted to wear (by way of pubii(hing her good deeds 
to the world) as many patches on her face as fhe has 
contributed hundreds of pounds to fo laudable a bene- 
ftftion. By purfisiag this method, the public will be 
benefited, and patches, though no ornament, will bean 
honour to the fee 
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Numb. 72. Thursday, May 16, 1754. 



' Ne cores ea quae Aulte miraris et optas, 

< D if cere et andire, et metiori credere non ?k.° Hot* 



-Yet heedleft to attend 



To the calm le&urrs of fome wifer friend, 

Who bids him fcorn what now he moft defiref, 

And with an idiot's ignorance admires* Frsncis* 

IT is an obfervation of the Duke de Rochefoucault* 
" That there are many people in the world who 
" would never have been in love if they had never 
" heard talk of it." As ftrange as this affertion may- 
appear, there is nothing more certain than that man- 
kind purfue with much greater ardour what they are 
talked into an admiration of, than what they are prompt- 
ed to by natural paffions ; nay, fo great is the infatua- 
tion, that we frequently fee them relinquifhing real 
gratifications for the fake of following ideal notions, 
or the accidental mode of thinking of the prefent times. 

The ftory of the Princefs Parizade in the Arabian 
Tales is a proper illu fixation of what I have here ad- 
vanced. 1 (hall give my readers a (hort abftract of this 
ftory, as it may furnifh matter for reflection, and a very 
ufeful moral to fuch of them as regulate their whole 
conduct, and even their defires, by Fafliion. 

This Princefs, the happieft, as well as moft beauti- 
ful, of her fex, lived with her two beloved brothers in 
a fplendid palace, fituated in the midft of a delightful 
park, and the moft exquifite gardens in the Eaft. Ic 
happened one day, while the princes were hunting, 
that an old woman came to the gate, and defired ad- 
mittance to the oratory, that (he might fay her prayers. 
The Princefs no fooner knew of her requeft than (he 
*2 
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granted it, giving orders to her attendants; that after 
the good woman's, prayers were ended they ihould 
(how her all the apartments of the palace, and then 
bring her into the hall where (he herfclf was fitting* 
Every thing was performed as dirccled ; and the Prin- 
ceft, having regaled her gueft with fome flowers and 
fwcettneats, among many other queftions afked her 
what the thought of the palace ? 

" Madam," anfwered the old woman, " your palace 
M is beautiful, regular, an i magnificently furniihed ; 
u its titration is delightful, and its gardens are beyond 
" compare ; but yet, if you will give me leave to 
" fpcak freely, there are three things wanting to make 

" it perfecV' " Mygood Mother," interrupted the 

Princefs Parizade, " what are thofe three things? I 
" conjure you, in God's name, to tell me what they are; 
" and if there be a poffibility of obtaining them, nei- 
■* ther difficulties nor dangers (ball (lop me in the at* 
" tempt," " Madam/' replied the old woman, " the 
u firft of thefe three things is the Talking Bird, the 
" fecond* is the Singing Tree, and the third is the 
•* Yellow or Golden Water ." '* Ah, my good Mo- 
u ther," cried the Princefs, " how much am 1 obliged 
u to you for the knowledge of thefe things i they are, 
" no doubt, the grcateft curiofities in the world, and 
" nnlefs you can tell me where they are to be found, 
" I am the mod unhappy of women." The old wo* 
man fatisfied the Princefs in that material point, and ' 
then took her leave. 

The ftory goes on to inform us, that when* the two 
princes returned from hunting they found' the Princcfe 
Parizade fo wrapt up in thought, that they imagined 
fome great misfortune had befallen her, which when 
they had conjured her to acquaint them with, (he only 
lifted up her eyes to look upon them, and then fixed them 
again upon the ground, telling them that nothing dif* 
Volume 1L O 
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turbed her. . The entreaties of the two princes, how- 
ever, at laft prevailed, and the Princefs addrefled them 
in the following manner : 

" You have often told me, my dear Brothers, and I 
" have always believed, that this houfe, which our fa-' 
" ther built, was complete in every thing ; but I have 
" learnt this day that it wants three things ; thefe are 
" the Talking bird, the Singing Tree, and the Yellow 
" Water : an old woman has made this difcovery to 
" me, and told me the place where they are to be 
" found, and the way thither. Perhaps you may look 
" upon thefe rarities as trifles; but think what you 
" pleafe, I am fully perfuaded that they are abfolutely 
" necetiary ; and whether you value them or not I 
" cannot be eafy without them," 
. The fequel tells us, that after the Princefs Pari- 
,zade had exprefied herfelf with this proper fpirit upon 
the occafion, the brothers, in pity to her wants, went 
in purfuit of thefe necefTaries ; and that, failing in the 
enterprife, they were one after another turned into 
ftone. 

The application of this tale is fo univerfal, that the 
enumerating particulars is almoft an unnecefiary la- 
bour. The whole faihionable world are fo many Pa* 
rizades, and things not only ufelefs in their nature, but 
alfo ugly in themfelves, from having been once termed 
charming by fome fafhionable leaders of modern tafte, 
are now become fo neceffary that no body can do with- 
out them. 

• But though this (lory happens to be told of a lady, 
the folly it particularizes is chiefly to be found in the 
other fex ; 1 mean in refpect to the pernicious confe- 
rences attending vain and chimerical purfuits. 

If we enter into the ftrideft examination of thefe idle 
longings in the women, we fhall find that they feldom 
amount to any thing mote than a diffipation of their 
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pin-money, without any other ill confequence than that 
of turning their thoughts from fome real good* which, 
they actually poflefs, to an imaginary expectation. The 
paffion for (hells, old china, and the like, is confeiTedly 
trifling, but it is only blameable in proportion to the 
anxiety with which it is purfued : but what is this in 
companion of the defolation of ambition, the wafte of 
magnificence, and the ruin of play. 

Madame Montefpan's coach and fix mice was not a 
more idle, though it was a lefs mifchievous, folly than 
the armies of her lover Lewis XIV. The ambition of 
that Monarch, to emulate the conquerors of Antiquity; 
of Csefar to rival Alexander ; of Alexander to refemble 
the hero of his darling poem the Iliad; the deflgns of 
Pyrrhus, and the projects of Xerxes ; what were they 
but counterparts to a paffion for the Talking Bird, the 
Singing Tree, and the Yellow Water? 

To defcend a little into private life, how many do 
we fee daily talked into a rage for building, gardening, 
painting, and divers other expenfes, to the cmbarraffing 
a fortune which would more than fufficiently fupply 
the neceflaries of life ? Among the numbers who have 
changed a fober plan of living for one of riot and ex- 
cels, the greateft part have been converted by the ar- 
Sments in a drinking fong. Thoufands have taken the 
ne fruitlefs and expensive journey, becaufe they have 
heard that it is very John Trott not to have vifited 
France, and that a perfon who has not been abroad has 
Seen Nothing. I was once told by a gentleman, who 
had undone himfelf by keeping running horfes, that he 
owed his ruin to a ftrong impredion made upon him, 
when a boy, by his father's butler, who happened to 
declare in his hearing, " That it was a creditable thing 
" to keep good cattle ; and that if he was a gentleman, 
" he fhould take great pleafure in being always well 
st mounted." 

O z 
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Bat to apply oar fable to the moft recent inftance of 
this ipectes of infatuation, how often have we feen ma 
fconett country gentleman* who has lived a truly happy- 
life, blehed in his family, aaraied with his faraas and 
gardens, entertained by his own beneficence, ufefnlly em- 
ployed in the adraimdratton of joftice, or m reconciling 
the differences of his litigious n ei gh bo urs ; bat who, 
being talked into an opinion of the great service a oaaii 
might do ins country, as well as honour to himself, by 
getting into parliament, has given op all his real en- 
joyments and ufefnl occupations far this imaginary 
phantom, which has only taught him by experience, 
what he might have learnt from example, that the Fa- 
mily Intereft, as it is .called, is too often die deftrndioo 
of the Family Eftate. 

As to ail thofe gentlemen who have gained their 
elections, I moft iincerely with them joy : andfbrthoJe 
who have been dtfappointed, and who now may hav* 
leifare to tarn their thoughts from their ooantry to . " 
themfelves, I beg leave to recommend to diem the 
pleafnres, and I may add, the duties, of domefiic fife ; 
in companion of which all other advantages are no* 
thing more than the Talking Bird, the Singing Tree, 
and the Yellow Water, 
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*' ■ Cite -potent ftl 

•« LaemTqoe^ctf t, cu licet im diem 

«' BUuffe. Viai; eras tcI atra 

" Nube polam Pater occupato, 
"*' Trl fble paro: iron tanen irrttum 
" qoo* caaq«e retro «ft, eficiet. "— JUr. 

Happy the man, and he alone, 

Who, mafter af hhnfelf, can <ay, 
Te~4ay, at tea*, bath been my evn; 

Fori have clearly Ur'd to-day i 
Then letjatnorrow'g dottdf arife, 
Or pnrer Aim o*erfpread the cheerfal %&a, 
ftttjove Mote** can acarmake awl 
The joy that. wiatfd die fyUg hour. 

IT was the laying of Epaminondas* upon being afked 
which, of all his friends he eiteemed mbft, that 
" They mud all die before iuch a qneftion could be an- 
u fwered." But if Epaminondas had lived in this 
country, and in theie times, he would have known that 
the greateft heroes at their deaths are frequently thoie 
who have been the greateft villains in their lives. And 
yet naoft men are apt to think like Epacniuondas, and 
to ,pafs their judgments upon a man's life from what he 
has laid and adfced in the lafticene of it ; that feafon being 
thought the feafon <af fincerity, becaufe diffimujauan is 
to no porpofe, and becaufe the confeience finds eafe in 
difcloflng crimes which can no longer profit us, and 
which threaten ns with deftxucYion in the ftate to which 
we are battening, vnlefs truly cohfefled and repented of 
in this. ( But uof thole who die in their beds, as well as 
malefactors,! have known and heard of many debauched 
and 'dtffaJnte mm who have met death with the utraoft 
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patience and refignation; while the pious and moral 
Chriltian, whofe life has been fpent in the conftant ex> 
ercife of Religion and Virtue, has beheld its approaches 
with confufion ; and, from a confcioufnefs of not having 
done exactly as he ought to have done upon every oc- 
cafion, has died fearful and defponding. 

From hence it will appear that thofe who judge of 
men's lives by their behaviour at their deaths will be 
fometimes miftaken. The contempt of death may be 
owing in many to infenfibility ; in fome to a brutal cou- 
rage ; in others to the diflike of life ; in a few to philo- 
fophy, as well as in many to a well-grounded hope of 
a happy hereafter. The jeft of Sir Thomas More upon 
the fcaffold, who, after laying his head upon the block, 
bade the executioner (lay till he had put afide his beard, 
becaufe that had committed no treaibn, was no more a 
proof of the goodnefs of his life (if there had been no 
other voucher) than that of the murderer at the gal- 
lows, who entreated the hangman not to touch his neck 
with his fingers becaufe he was ticklifh. The thief, for 
the reputation of dying hard, as it is called, and the phi- 
lofopher, to fupport the doctrine he has taught, that 
death is no evil, will rufh into eternity with an affected 
bravery, and offend Heaven rather than confefs their 
apprehenfions of diflblution. 

Men are fometimes hypocrites in their laft moments 
through pride, as they have been all their lives through 
intereft ; nor will it appear ftrange that they are fo ; 
for as every man is defirous (if it can be done without 
much trouble) of leaving a good name behind him, he 
is unwilling to confefs at his death that he has been a 
rogue all his life. Upon principles like thefe have the 
worft of criminals gone to the gallows with as much 
triumph and exultation as the martyrs of old did to 
the (lake for the caufe of Heaven and religion. 

For my own part, (and I hope it will not be imputed 
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to me as prefamption), I fhould think of death with 
much greater terror than I do, if I confidered it as the 
final end of being. The thought of annihilation to one 
whofe life has not been marked with any of the capi- 
tal vices, and whofe frailties, he humbly hopes, are no 
more than thofe which are incident to humanity ; who 
has been unprofitable to his Maker becaufe he was hu- 
man, and to mankind becaufe unfriended by Fortune ; 
and whofe connexions in this life have been fuch as to 
make him defirous of their eternal duration ; 1 fay, to 
one who thus thinks, and who hopes he has thus lived, 
the thought of annihilation would make death moft: 
terrible. And yet, in the circle of my own acquaint* 
ance, I have found a man of a decent life and conver- 
sation, who wifhed well to every body, and who loved 
and enjoyed his friends, but who, through a tedious 
and painful illnefs, had conceived deep to be fo great a 
bleffing as to make him wifh for an eternity of it ; and 
having taken pains to believe that death was fuch a 
fleeg, he talked of it with pleafure, and within a very 
few hours of his exit, as a confirmation that he died in 
the opinion he had profeued, he wrote the following 
epitaph upon himfelf* and directed it to a friend with 
his own hand. 

Beneath this (tone, to worms a prey, 
(Himfclf as poor and vile as they) 
Eugenio lyes, in hopes of reft, 
Who deem'd all farther hope a jeft ; 
Who ne'er on Fancy's wings could rife 
To Heav'n-built domes above the ikies ; 
Content from whence he fprung to ly, 
Hot wtfh'd to live, nor fear'd to die. 

I (hall only obferve upon the writer of this epitaph, 
that, as I believe him to have been honeft and fincere, 
it is but charity to hope that he is now rejoicing in his 
miftake* 
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There is nothing more true in the general, than that 
thofe people are the mod averfe to death who hare bad 
the lead enjoyment of life ; as, on the contrary, thofe 
who have enjoyed life mod have been the lead anxious 
about dying. To many of my readers fach an adertioa 
as this may appear ftrange and unaccountable; but a 
verv little inquiry will, 1 believe, convince them of the 
fa& 

Men who, through neceffitous circumdances, gloom y 
difpodtions, or fickJy habits of body, Jiave lived in per- 
petual difcontent, are apt to flatter themfelves that life 
is in arrears to them j that as their days have hitherto 
pafled without enjoyment, every thing is to be made up 
to them before 'they come to die. They look upon 
riches, pleafnre, and health, to be bleffings that never 
tire, and condder the poffeffors of them as living in a 
date of uninterrupted happineis, which they long to 
tafte, and cannot bearthe thoughts of dying before they 
have enjoyed* Thus are the miferable in love with life, 
and afraid of death. Hope dill flatters them with hap- 
py days ; and death, that would inevitably cut o£P that 
hope, is beheld by them as the cruelied of all enemies* 

Let us cad an eye now to thofe in happier fixa- 
tions ; to thofe who are contented with their lot, and 
who (if there are any fuch} have lived all their days 
in health, cheerful nefs, and affluence. What can to- 
morrow bring to fuch as thefe that they have not known 
before, unlefs it be misfortune ! It is from this confide- 
ration that fuch perfons are more redgned to dying.* 
We part more eafily with what we poffefs, than with 
our expectations of what we wifti for: the reafon of it 
is, that what we expect is always greater than what we 
enjoy. And hence it is that the enjoyment of life makes 
us lefs defirous of its continuance than if it had hither* 
to given us nothing, and fed us only with expectation^ 

1 have waved in this place all confideraticn of a fu« 
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tare exiftence, and have conGdercd the happy and an*, 
happy only in regard to this life. If we take religion 
and a future ftate into the queftion, the happy here will. 
have athoofand times ftronger reafons for boing rcfign- 
ed to death than the unhappy. Pain, ficknefs, andmif- 
fortnnc* as they do not wean as from a love of life, fo 
neither do they beget in as a proper frame and temper 
to prepare for death. It is the enjoyment of life thac 
calls forth our gratitude to Him who gaVe it ; that; 
opens the heart to ads of kindnefs and benevolence; and, 
by giving us a tafte here of the happinefs of Heaven, 
excites in us a defire of fecuring it through eternity ; 
and by thus fecuring it, makes us eager to embrace it $ 
enabling us to refign with joy the happinefs which is 
uncertain and temporal for that which is without 
change and without end. 

I ihal| conclude this fcffay with obferving, that thofe 
who make religion to confift in the contempt of this 
world and its enjoyments are under a very fatal and 
dangerous miftake. As life is the gift of Heaven, it i* 
religion to enjoy it. He, therefore, who can be happy 
in himfelf, and who contributes all that is in his power 
towards the happinefs of others, (and none but the vir- 
tuous can fo be and fo do), anfwers moft e fled a ally the 
ends of his creation, is an honour to his nature, and a 
pattern to mankind. 
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" Oicltur itierita nox qnoquc naenia." Hor. 

Then to the >»ood nifflit, while bumper* elate lis, 
We'll fing a fareWell, and a decent quietus. 

I HAVE lately got a fet of new correfpondents, and 
have had the favour of letters from various pcrfons, 
Volume II. P 
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with whom I have not the honour to be is the leaft 
acquainted. They feenv, indeed, to be of another order 
of beings, as they feldom make their appearance till the 
ordinary race of mortals are afleep in their beds. It iff 
aftonifhtng to think how milch bufmefs thefe people carry 
on in this populous City at that feafon which Nature has: 
allotted for reft : for k muft be owned of thefe children 
of the Night 9 that they are as diligent in their feveral 
callings as thofe of the day. 

For the entertainment of my readers I (hall lay be- 
fore them the contents of feme of thefe extraordinary 
difpatches : and as I look upon* the watehmen, by vir- 
tue of their office, to have the right of precedency among' 
thefe fons of Darknefs, I (hail give them the preference 
in this paper. 

One of thefe gentlemen, who calh hratfclf Kintj of 
the Night, complains of the great inereafe of riots and 
drfturbances which happen nightly in the ftreets of this 
metropolis. He commends his Majfcfty for thepaternaf 
care her has (hown hi£ people, by recommending it to hit 
, parliament to provide means of putting a ftop to thefe 
diforders; and declares he will trie his utmoft endea* 
Tours to affift him in fo good a work. 

Another of this venerable fraternity, who, it feems* 
has been lately difcipHned by afct of Bucks, acquaints 
me with the antiquity and dignity of his office, and of 
the high efteem in which thofe who watch for the pub- 
lic fafety have always been held by the people. He 
complains of the infult which, in his perfon, has beexi 
offered to the dignity of magi ft racy* and the facred- 
nefs of office ; and concludes, that as he has ferved 
his country faithfully m this public capacity many 
years, he intends, after the example of other great men, 
to return to his private calling. of a cooler. A link- 
boy, indeed, who beg* my Honour would prefer htm ta 
the poft of a watchman, does not feem to have fo high 
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a notion of the dignity or ufefolneft of that ancient 
order : for he lays* if he fhould be fo happy as to ob- 
tain his defire, he {hall have nothing to do bat to fleep 
at his (land ; whereas, ia his present calling, he as ob- 
liged Co be upon the watch alJ night long. 

Whether the author of the following advertifement 
is in jell or earaeft I am unable to determine : however, 
at hjsrequeft 1 have iaferted it. 

" Whereas W. Y. who lately kept the Roundhoofe 

* in the partCk of ***, well known to feveral of the 
V quality, gentry, and others, is lately removed to the 
" Knave of Clubs in the fame ftreet ; this is to entreat 
" all fuch gentlemen and ladies as ufed to honour him 
** with their company to continue their favours; and 

* to affure them of the tame civility and good ufage 
** as formerly. 

«« jy. Q. There are private rooms for thole who play 

* deep/' 

Innumerable are the letters, cards, and mefiages, 
which 1 have received from places of the moft polite re- 
fort. In particular, I mud confefs my obligations to a 
venerable matron in Covent Garden, who invites me to 
fpend an evening at her houfe, where the affiires me 
none >ut people of the heft feihion are admitted. She 
fpeaks much in my praiie for my endeavours to pro* 
mote virtue: and is extremely fevere upon the low and 
dirty houfes of intrigue which have brought that pare 
of the town into fo much difrepnte, She adds very 
obligingly, in a poftfeript, that (he has a very fine 
creature of fixteen, who has never feen company, and 
whom fte reierves purpofely for Mr fitz-Adanu 

I cannot omit to mention the honour Mr * * * has 
done me fey inviting me to the next mafquerade, and 
offering me a domino for that porpofe. But as I can 
.lire no reafon why people, whole intentions are honeft, 
ftould be afhaoaed to fiiow their faces, I have declined 
P a 
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his invitation. His argument for the morality of thefe 
midnight meetings, viz. " That by reducing all man-* 
?' kind to a level, they teach the great and ufeful lef- 
♦* fon againft pride/' is, I own, ingenious; though I 
am apt to think, as men's manners are generally bor- 
rowed from their outward circumftances, a lady of qua- 
lity, when (he finds herfelf degraded to the rank o€ a 
milkmaid, may be tempted to familiarities which fhe 
never would have fuffered in her exalted fphere. 

But the mod extraordinary of all the invitations I 
have been favoured with is from a fociety in St Giles's. 
This letter is written in a fair hand by the Secretary, 
"who tells me he has the misfortune to be ftone-blitid : 
but I rauft not wonder at that, he fays, for the nooft 
active young fellow among them is a poor old cripple, 
who plies all day long in the Mews. He affures me 
that, notwithftanding their miferable looks by day, I 
fhall find them at night a fet of the merrieft fellows in 
the world ; and as to drinking, wenching, gaming, and 
the like fafluonable amufements, no gentlemen can go 
beyond them* 

I have Utters by me from people of all ranks and 
conditions, giving an account of the different employ- 
ments and diverfions of the night: fo that, was it not 
for fear of difturbing the peace of reputable families, £ 
could make as many pleafant difcoveries as the ingeni- 
ous author of the Devil upon two Sticks* 

I have the Morning Adventures of a noted Buck, and 
the Midnight Rambles of a female Rake. A lady who 
writes, to me from Bridges-ftreet complaints of the in- 
fufFerable infolence of watchmen and conftables, info- 
much that the can hardly walk along the (Ireets about 
her lawful occafions without being ft opt and queftioned 
by thefe Jacks-in- Office. 

, There is fomething fo reafonable in Lady Betty 
Moonlight's propofal, that I cannot refufe giving it to 
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my readers. Her Ladyfhip complains that her firft flecp 
is conftantly broke by the noife of cars, drays, and hack- 
ney-coaches, or by the vociferous cries of fmall-coal, 
brick-duft, kitchen ftuff, &c. She think* it very hard 
that people «f quality ihoald be difturbed at fuch On* 
feafonable hours ; and therefore hopes that the parlia- 
ment will take it intoconfideration. Shepropofes, that 
as they have ajready altered the year, an act may be 
paffed next feffion to turn night into day ; which, (he 
obferyes, will be more agreeable to their own times of 
doing bufmefs. 

As 1 have adapted the former part of this paper more 
particularly to* jhe tafte of thofe who frequent the polite 
circles in this town, I thall now conuder my grave 
readers, and prefent them with the following compofi- 
tioa on the fame fubjeft* 



ODE to Night. 

The bufy cares of day are done ; 
Jb yonder wcltern cloud the fun 
Now lets, in other worlds to rife, 
And glad with light the nether ikies; 
"With ling'ring pace the parting Day retires, 
And flowly leaves the mountain tops and gilded fpires. 

Yon azure cloud, enrob'd with white, 
Still flioots a gleam of fainter light : 
At length defcends a browner (hade ; 
At length the glimm'ring obje&s fade ; 
Till all fubmit xo Night's impartial reign, 
And undiftinguifli'd darknefs covers all the plain. 

No more the ivy-crowned oak 
<Hefonnds beneath the woodman's ftrokc. 
^ow Silence holds her foiemn fway ; 
Mute is each bufli and ev'ry fpray : 
Nought but the found of murm'rihg rills is heard, 
Or from thc'mould'ring tow'r Night's lblitary bird. 
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Hail, (acred hour of peaceful reft ! 

Of pow'r to charm the troubled bread! 

By tbee the captive flave obtains 

Short refpite from his galjing pains ; 
Nor fight for liberty, oar native (oil ; 
But for a while forgets his chain* and sultry toil- 
No horrors haft thou in thy train. 

No (corpion lafh, no clanking chain. 

When the pile murdVer round him ipiea 

A thoufand grifly forms ariie; 
When (bricks and groans aroufe his paired fear, 
*Tis Guilt alarms his foul, and Confcience wounds bis car, 

The village Twain whom Pbillls charms, 
Whofe breaft the tender paffion warms, 
Withe's for thy au-ibadowing veil, 
To tell the fair his lovc-fjek tale : 
Nor lefs impatient of the tedious day* 
She longs to hear his talc, and ugh her foul away* 

Oft by the covert of thy (hade 
Leander woo'd the Tbracian maid ; 
Through foaming feas his paffion bore, 
Nor fcar'd the ocean's thundering roar. 
The confeious virgin from trie fea-girt towV 
Hung out the faithful torch to guide him to hcrbow'r. 

Oft at thy filent hour the fage 
Pores on the fair inftru&ive page ; 
Or wrapt m jitufinet deep, his loul 
Mounts active to the ftarry pole : 
There pleas'd to range the realms of endjefi Niffo, 
Numbers the ftars, or marks the comet's devious light, 

Thine is the hour of converfe iweet. 
When fprightly wit and reafon meet : 
Wit the fair btoffom of the mind, 
But fairer (till with reafon join'd. 
Such is the feaft thy social hours afford, 
When Eloquence and Granville join the friendly board. 

Granville, whofe polilh'd mind is fraught 
Wkh all that Rome or Greece e'er taught; 
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Who pleases and ionWb Hie car, 
When lie afiume* the Critic's chair, 
Or from the 9tagfrite or Plato draws 
The arts of civil hie, the i>iiit of the laws. 

O let ate often rJms esa p le y 
The boar of mirth and Social joy / 
And glean from Granville** learned (lore 
. Fair Science and true Wifdom's lore. 
Then will I (rill implore rhy longer flay, 
Nor change thy fcftive boars for Amftune and the day* 



Numb. 7c. Trtu*st>AT, Jqdc 6, 1754, 

1H A VE Listed more than once, in the covrfe of theft 
Papers, that the prefent age, notwithstanding the 
Vices and follies with which it abounds, hat the happi* 
neft of (tending as high in my opinion as any age what* 
foever. But it has been always the fafluon to believe, 
that from the beginning of the world to the prefent day 
men have been inefcaung in wickednefs: and though 
we have the Bible td torn to, which gives us the hi&ory 
of mankind before the flood, and of the Jews after it, 
we have dill the humility to retain this opinion, and to 
lament the amazing degeneracy of the prefent times. 
But the eye of a philosopher can penetrate into this fatfe 
humility, and difcover it to be mere peeviihsets and dif- 
content. The troth is, that the prefent times, like our 
wives, and oar other poleffions, are Our Own, and 
therefore we have no retifli of them. 

Many of my readers may poffibjy object to thefe en- 
comiums on the times, imagining they may tend to make 
menfatisficd with what they are inftead of inciting them 
to become what they ought to be : but it was always 
my opinion, (and I believe it to be universally true), that 
men are more likely to be praifed into virtue than to 
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to urf eo r >. . 

w e <j lu *ury is poverty ; a remedy which, though 
riog > at ^ car e to prefcribe to ourfelves, we are prepa- 
afte r u « rc at pains and expenfe, for thofe that are to come 
lmu ry : t . gating I (hall only obferve, that, like 
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be railed out of vice. It is a maxim in every body's 
mouth, that reputation once toft is never to be recover- 
ed. He, therefore, to whop you give an ill name wiJl 
have little or no encouragement to endeavour at a good 
one, as knowing,, that if a character of infamy ts once 
fixed, no change of behaviour can have power to redeem 
it* On the contrary, the man to whom you give a good 
name, though he fhould have merited a bad one, mil 
find in his commerce with the world the advantages- of 
fuch a name; and, from conviction of thofe advantages, 
be fo folicitous to deferve it as to become in reality the 
good man you have called him. People may reafon 
away the merit of fuch a perfon's behaviour if they 
pleafe, by afcribing it folely to feJf-love ; they may add, 
Coo, if they chofe, (and they have my hearty leave}, 
til at all virtue whatfoever has its fource in that pafllon. 
If this be true, (though the revealers of fuch truths can* 
not be complimented on their intention to promote vir* 
tue), can there be a ftronger argument for goodnefs 
than that it is neceflary to our happinefs ? it is faid of 
that fagacidus infect the Bee, that he extracts honey 
from poifon; and a mind rightly' turned. may draw 
inftruction even from thefe gentlemen. But to return 
to my fubject. 

If people, when they are railing agatnft the pre fen t 
times, inftead of afferting in the grofs that they are more 
wicked than the paft, would content themfelves with, 
pointing out what are really the vices that have gathered 
head amongft us ; if, for inftance, they were to fay that 
luxury and gaming are at prefent at a much higher 
pitch than formerly, I mould be far from contradicting 
them. Thefe are mdeed the vices of the times : but 
for the firft of them, I am afraid we muft content our- 
felves with complaints inftead of offering at a remedy ; 
foi* as* loxtiry is always owing to too much wealth, Pro- 
vidence, in its wifdom, has i'o ordered it, that in doe 
4 
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courie of time it will deftroy itfelf. The cure, there* 
fore, 6f luxury is poverty j a remedy which, though 
we do not care to p refer i be to ourfelves, we are prepa- 
ring, at great pains and expenfe, for thofc that are to come 
after us. Of gaming I (hall only obferve, that, like 
luxury, it will in time work out its own cure ; and, at 
the rate it goes on at prefent, one fhould imagine it 
-cannot laft long. 

I know but of one evil more that feems to have 
gathered any degree of ftrength in thefe times, and 
that is corruption : for as to extravagance, and a love 
of pleafure, I include them in the article of luxury. 
And perhaps the evil of corruption, as it is now prao 
tifed, may admit of palliation : for though it has been 
auerted by certain writers upon Ethics, that it is unlaw- 
ful to do evil that good may enfue, yet fomething may 
be faid in favour of a candidate for a feat in parliament, 
who, if he fhould be tempted to commie the fmall evil 
of bribing a borough, or a few particulars in a county, 
it is, no doubt, in order to effect fo great a good as the 
prefervation of the liberty, the property, the happinefs, 
the virtue, and the religion, of a whole nation. 

As to all other vices, 1 believe they will be found to 
exift among us pretty much in the fame degree as here- 
tofore, forms only changing. Our grandfathers ufed 
to get drunk with ftrong beer and port ; we get drunk 
with claret and Champaign. They would lie abomi- 
nably to conceal their wenching • we lie as abominably 
in boafting of ours. They ftole flily in at the back-door 
of a bagnio ; we march in boldly at the fore-door, and 
immediately ileal out flily at the backdoor. Our mo- 
thers were prudes ; their daughters coquettes. The 
firft drefled like rnodeft. women, an,d, perhaps, were wan- 
tons ; the laft drefs like women of the Town, and, per- 
haps, are virtuous. TJiofe treated without hanging out 
a fign; thefe hang out align without intending to treat, 
Volume II. (^ 
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To be (till more particular ; the abaft of power, the 
views of patriots, the flattery of dependents, and the 
promifes of great men, are, 1 believe, pretty much the 
fame now as in former ages. Vices that we have no 
relifti for we part with for thofe we like ; giving upr 
avarice for prodigality, hypoerify for. profligacy, and 
lewdness tor play- 
But as I have inftanced in this Effay the particular 
vices of the times, it would be doing them injuftice if 
T neglected to obferve, that humanity, charity, and the 
civilities of life, never abounded fo much as now. I 
mud alfo repeat what has already been taken notice 
of in thefe papers, that our virtues receive a luftre, and 
our vices a fofttning, by manners and decorum. 

There is a folly indeed (for I will not caU it a vice) 
with which the ladies of this age are particularly charged ; 
it is, that not only their airs and their drefs, but even their 
faces, are French. 1 wifli with all my heart that I could 
preferve my integrity, and vindicate my fair country- 
women from this imputation ; but I am forry to fay 
it, what by travelling abroad, and by French milliners, 
mantuamakers, and haircutters, at home, our politeft 
afiemblies ieem to be filled with foreigners. But how 
will it aftoniftt many of my readers to be told, thai 
while they are extolling the days of Good Queen Befs, 
they are complimenting that very reign m which thefe 
fa(hion$ were originally introduced ! But becaufe in a 
matter of fo much confequence no man's bare word 
fhould be taken, I fhall make good my aflertion by 
publiftwng an authentic letter, written by that fubtile 
ininifter Sir William Cecil (afterwards Lord Burleigh) 
to Sir Henry N orris, Queen Elizabeth's ambaflador 
•at the court of France, This letter was originally 
printed in the year 1 663, among a collection of date 
letters, called Scrhtia Cecilsanai or* Mjfierhi of Go- 
vernment) and is as follows t 
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" Sir, 

" The Queen's Majefty would fain have a tailor that 
** had (kill to make her apparel both after the French 
n apd Italian manner ; and (he thinketh that yon might 
" fife feme means to obtain fome one'fuch there as fcr- 
*« veth the Queen, without mentioning any manner of 
'' requeft in the Queen's Majefty*s name. Firft to 
" caofe my Lady your wife to uie fome fuch means to 
** get one, as thereof knowledge might not come to the 
*• Queen-mother's ears, of whom the Queen's Majefty 
•« thinketh thus ; That if (he did underftand that it were 
«* a matter wherein her Majefty might be pleafured, (hie 
*• would offer to fend one to the Queen's Majefty, 
4€ Ncverthelefs, if it cannot be fo obtained by this indi- 
•■ red means, then her Majefty would have you devtfe 
" fome other good means to obtain one that were fkil- 
-Jul, 

" Your's, in all truth, 

" W. Cecil." 

I (hall only obferve upon this letter, (which I confeft 
to be a mafterpiece for fubtilty and contrivance), that 
if, by the introduction and increafe of f rench faihions, 
our religion and government are alfo in time to be 
'French, [ which many worthy patriots and elderly gen- 
tlewomen are in dreadful apprehenfion of ), we ought, 
no doubt, to throw off all regard to the memory of 
Queen Elizabeth, and to lament that her minifter was 
not impeached of high treafon, for advifing and encou- 
raging fo pernicious an attempt againft that Magna 
£harta of drefs, the old Englilh rttff and Farthingale. 



<L* 
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Numb. 76. Thursday, June 13, 1754. 



" Dirait, aedifieat, mutat quadrats rotundii." Hor. 

Now high the building raife, 

Now pall it down ; 

Nor round nor fquare can pleafe. 

AT this feafon of the year, when every roan is rai- 
ling his (hare of daft on the public roads, in order 
to feaft his lungs with frelli air, and his eyes with novel- 
ty, 1 am led to confider a modern character, fcarce 
ever touched upon before, and which hitherto has ob- 
tained no other name from the public than the general 
one of an I mprover. 

In former times, when the garden was made for fruit, 
the water for fifh, and the park for.venifon, the fervants 
prefided in their feveral departments, and the Lord of 
the Manor and his guefts had nothing to do but to fit 
down and cram themfelves with the produces of each. 
But fmce the Genius of Tafte has thought fit to make 
this ifland his principal refidence, and has taught us to 
enjoy the gifts of Nature in a lefs fenfual manner, the 
Matter of the place thinks it incumbent on him to 
change the old fyftem, to take all under his own care, 
and to fee that every thing be of his own doing. Alte- 
ration, therefore, muft of neceflity be the firft great 
principle of an Improver. When he (hows you a plan- 
tation, it is conftantly prefaced with, " Here ftood a 
*• wall." If he directs your eye over an extent of lawn, 
" There," fays he, " we were crowded up with trees." 
The lake, you are told, was the (pot where ftood the 
old ftables, or the kitchen- garden ; and the mount was 
formerly a horfe-pond. WJ\en you have heard this, 
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you are next of all to know how every thing is to be 
altered ftill farther ; for as the Improver himiclf never 
enjoys the prefent ftate of things, he labours to difturb 
the fatisfa&ion you exprefs, by telling you, that on the 
mount is to be a building ; that the water is to be al- 
tered in fhape, fize, and level, and mud have a caf. 
cade and a bridge ; that the largeft trees in the planta- 
tion mod be cut down to give air and funfhine to fhrubs 
and flowers, — In fhort, the defcription of what is to be 
continues through the whole evening of our arrival ; 
and when he has talked you afleep, and it is evident 
that you can hear no longer, he cotnpaffionately dif- 
miffes you to reft, knowing that late hours are incom- 
patible with his defigns upon you in the morning. 
Innocent of thefe defigns, you enjoy the quiet of your 
chamber, comforting yourfelf that you mud have feen 
and heard all, and that the bitterneft of Improvement 
'' over : or if you are fufpicious of any remaining 
fatigue, and are therefore prepared with the proper 
remonftrances and evafions, they will avail you nothing 
againft an old-pradifed Improver; for the inftant you 
have breakfafted he propofes your taking a turn or two 
in the bowling-green for a little frefh air; to which 
you readily affent ; and without imagining there can 
be any occafion for ftepping out of your flippers, you 
advance with him to the end of the green, where a 
door in a funk fence unexpectedly opens to the park. 
And here, as he aflures you, the grafs is fhort, you 
are led through all the pleafures of unconnected variety, 
*ith this recommendation, that it is but a little way 
from the Falladian Portico to the Gothic Tower; from 
the Lapland to the Chinefe Houfe; or from the Temple 
of Venus to the Hermitage. By this time you are infenfibly 
enticed to a great diftance from the houfe; when on a 
fudden he (hows you over, the park wall a number of 
labourers mending the highway; and, fines you arc 
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got fo far, wifhes you to go a little farther, that he may 
take this opportunity to give a few neceffary inftroc- 
cions, and that the road may be mended with the ad- 
vantage of your opinion and concurrence. I n vain do 
you pull out your watch ; in vain remonftratc to him 
how late it is, or how rude it would be to make the 
ladies wait dinner ; in vain do you try to move him by 
ftroaking your chin, and mowing him a moft perfuafive 
length of beard, or implore his companion on your 
Morocco flippers, pleading, that if yon had expected fo 
long a walk you would have put on your ftrong (hoes- 
He knows that if you had apprehended a walk of half 
the diftance, he never could have moved you from your 
eafy chair ; and being thoroughly fenfible that it will 
not be in his power to get youfo far again, is refolved 
to make his advantage of the pre&nt opportunity ; fo 
leads you to every ditch that is emptying, or brick-kiln 
that is reeking for him ; to his barn that is to be tamed 
into a church, or to his farm that is to be made a ruin 
for the fake of his profped ; till at length he brings you 
fo late home that you are obliged to fit down undreJTed 
to a fpoiled dinner, with a family out of humour. 

I remember the good time when the price of a haunch 
of venifon with a country friend was only half an hour's 
walk upon a hot terrafs ; a defcent to the two fquare 
fiih-ponds overgrown with frog-fpawn ; a peep into the 
hog-ftye, or a vifit to the pidgeon-houfe. How rea- 
fonable was this when compared with the attention now 
expected from you to the number of temples, pagodas, 
pyramids, grottoes, bridges, hermitages, caves, towers. 
hot-houfes, &c. &c. for which the day is too fhort ? and 
which brings you to a meal fatigued and overcome with 
heat, denied the ufual refrefhment of clean linen, and 
robbed of your appetite ! 

Having now fufficiently warned the Vifitor of what 
Jie is to guard againft, it is juft I fiiould give fome few 
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kin ts fat the fcrr ice of the Improver , whom I imift always 
confider (a little vanity excepted) as adtng upon prin- 
ciples of benevolence, and from adefire oigiving plea* 
fore. It is this principle that blinds andmifleads his judg- 
ment, by foggefttng to him that he (hall find from the 
"Vifkor and others, who come to fee his works, returns of 
equal civility and good-humour. But it will beeipedtene 
for him to reflect that thefe gentlemen do not always 
bring with them that defire to be pleafed which, by 
, -his own difpofkioB, he is too apt to fuppofe, and which* 
one would think, fliould be ehential to every part of 
pleafure : for (exclufivc of that natural inclination to 
cenfurc which fo generally attends all exercife of the 
judgment) on thefir occafions every occurrence of the 
day will probably adminiller to the fpleen of the critic. 
If the weather be too hot or too cold for him ; if it be 
windy or ihowery ; if he has fkpt ill the night before ; 
H he. is hungry or fick; if he is tired or fore ; if he 
has loft a bett upon the road ; if he has quarrelled with 
his friend ; if he has been rebuked by his wife ; or, in 
ihort, if any thing has offended him, he is Aire to take 
his revenge in full, by finding fault with every thing 
that was defigned for his entertainment. In this difpo- 
fition of mind there is nothing fafe but the fhady gra- 
vel walk, with the few plain and neceflary retting 
places which leads to the undifgoifed farm, or the na- 
vigable river. He will be fure to allow you no poftu- 
latura. He abfblutciy denies the exigence of hermits, 
mandarins, and the whole heathen fyftecn of divini- 
ties. He difputes the antiquity of your ruin, and the ge- 
nuinenefs of your hermitage ; nay, he will defcend to 
cavil at the belL with which the hermit is fuppofed to 
ring himfelf to prayers. He is fo cruel as to con- 
trovert your fuppofition that the new-made water is a 
river, though he knows, it muft have coft you* an im- 
menfe film, and that it covers the ricbeft meadow- 
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ground you are matter of. He leads the company to 
every funk fence which yoirchufe (hoaldbe unobferved. 
If he fufpecls a building to be new-fronted, he finds 
out a private way to the decayed fide of it; happy if he 
can difcover it to have been a liable, or a pig-ftye. His 
report of your place, after he has left it, is exactly of a 
piece with his behaviour while there. He either de- 
fcribes it as a bog that will not bear a horfe, or as a 
(and that cannot produce a blade of grafs. If he finds 
in reality neither bog, nor barren fand, his wifhes fap- 
ply his belief, and he labours to perfuade himfelf and 
others that one of thefe defects is the chara&eriftic of your 
foil, but that you hate to be told it, and always deny it. 

One cannot but admire his ingenuity in particular 
cafes, where it has been judged impoffiblc to find a 
fault. If you lead him to. a knowl of uncommon ver- 
dure, varied with the fortunate difpofition of old oaks 
commanding the mod rural fcenes, and at a proper dif- 
ance the view of a large city, he fhrugs up his fhoulders, 
and tells you it wants water. If your principal obje& 
be a lake, he will drain a point to report it green and 
ftagnated, or elfe take the advantage of a thunder- 
ftorm to pronounce it white or yellow. If you have a 
itrearo, he laments the frequency of floods ; if a tide- 
river, the fmell of mud at low water. He detects your 
painted cafcade, mifconftrucs your infcriptfons, and 
puns upon your mottoes. ,Within doors he doubts if 
your pictures are originals, and exprefies his apprehen- 
sions that your ftatucs will bring the houfe down. 

As I with mod fincerely to reconcile thefe gentlemen 
to each other, I fhall recommend to the Improver'the 
example of a particular friend of mine. It is faid, in 
Milton, that before the angel difclofed to Adam the 
profpecl from the hill in Paradife, he 
— " purg'd with euphrafy and .rue 
*' His vifual nerve, for he had much to fee ;" 
2 
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fo this gentleman (borrowing the hint from Milton, 
but preferring a modern ophthalmic) upon the arrival 
c€ his Vifitors takes care to purge their vifual nerves 
-with a fufficient quantity of Champaign ; after which, 
he affores me, they never fee a fault in his improve* 
ments. 



Numb. 77. Thursday, June 20, 1754. 



ToMtFitz-Adaw. 
SIR, 

I AM the daughter (I will not fay of a gentleman, 
but) of one who, by a conftant attention to gain, 
and many lucky circumftances in life, from a very mean 
condition, arrived at the higheft character of gentility 
amongft his neighbours, in a part of this ifland where 
farmers are almoft the only, and, without difpute, the 
proudeft gentry. Being tolerably handfome, and a 
favourite child, £ was fent very early to a country 
boarding- fchool, and was allowed to bring from it 
fome tendencies to elegance and politenefs, rather ex- 
ceeding thofe that are generally acquired in fuch places; 
and which, for want of a better name, 1 (hall call a 
kind of Half good-breeding. 

Thus accoropltfhed, you may imagine I foon had 
many admirers ; but being young and unexperienced, 
I prudently left the choice of the happy man to my fa- 
ther's decifion ; which choice, after due caution, he 
made; but though exceeding notable himfelf, yet hap- 
pening to engage with an old gentleman more notable, 
it is faid, and I believe with truth, that he was outwitted. 
In the holy date of matrimony I lived a few years, 
without any thing to relieve the dulnefs and infipidity 

Volume II. R 
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of a hufband's converfation, bat now and then a vifit 
from his relations, and a game at cards. 

When my widowhood commenced, then opened the 
fcene ; and though my jointure was not equal to the 
fortune my father had paid, yet having many good 
profpelts, the value of which I had learnt to calculate 
with great accuracy, I refolvedto regulate my conduct 
accordingly. 

And now it was that t engaged in the ftrangeft pro- 
ject that ever 1 entered a whimucal woman's head. Ic 
was this ; to colled all the moft haughty and infolefit 
forms that 1 had ever heard to have been pradti fed in 
the rejection of lovers, to enter thofe forms in my 
pocketbook, to get them by heart, and to ufe them oc- 
calionally as circumftances might admit ; arguing with 
myfclf, that I mould haften the fucceffion of lovers in 
proportion to the number of pretenders I baffled and 
difcarded. 

The firft who offered me his addreffes in my new fi- 
tuation was Mr Twift the mercer. He made his vifit in. 
about two months after my httftand's deceafe ; and, 
upon being fliown into my parlour, really furprifed me 
with fo ftrange and ridiculous a figure of a man, that 
it was not without the utmoft difficulty I was able to 
preferve any compofure of countenance. Pale, trem- 
bling, looking aikance, and out of breath, he muttered 
over fomething in broken words, and half {ententes, 
about " cruel delays.^-*] ecencjes— beldncfs— and" at 
laft, 4 * his ambition of being admitted my moft humble 
" fervant." Fixing my eyes full upon him, I anfwered, 
*« That I was very ferry he {hould cooae at fo unfea- 
" fonable a time, for that 1 had no thoughts of partjpg 
" with my loot man; but if he fhould be out of place 
•« when I had a vacancy, and would call again, I might, 
" perhaps, prefer him to my fervice," The poor man, 
unable to bear fueh a ihock, fell into the moft violcal 
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distortions of face, and left me, with precipitation, to 
enjoy my triumph alone. 

The next who honoured me with an application of 
the fame kind, but without the fame difraal and rueful 
grimaces, was, Mr Frankly, an under officer in his Ma* 
jelly's cuftoms. He approached me jyitha pretty good 
air, and with an eafy unconftrained utterance declared, 
" That he had long been charmed with the agreeable- 
•* nefsof my perfon and behaviour; that, they had made 
•* the deepeftimpreffions on hisheart; and that he did not 
" defpair of finding in my fair bofom fbmething fufcep- 
«« tibJe of the fame tender and elegant fentimeuts." 
Piqued and amazed at the confidence o* the roan, my me* 
inoryand prefence of mind had alinoft failed me; but, 
recovering m an inftant, 1 made him a curt'fy, and allured 
him, " That, though he knew it not, I was really the 
*' miftrefs of that houfe; but that my maid Mary was 
" in the kitchen, who would no doubt be highly plea- 
«• fed with fo fine a fpeech, which I hoped he had got 
04 by heart, and would be as capable of repeating to his 
M miftrefs as he had been to me." 1 looked to fee if 
my gentleman was not finking into the floor ; but, to 
my utter confufion, he made me a low bow, and, with 
a moil fignificant glance, protefted, " That he was be- 
** come perfectly fenfible of his miftake, and that his 
** next vifit would be to my maid ; for that it was im- 
" poffible for Mrs Mary to return an anfwer to any 
" thing he might fay to her fo utterly deftitute of 
" good fenfe and good manners." As foon as he was 
gone I had recourlc to my pocketbook, crofted out my 
two firft common-places, and wrote in the margin, 
u N. 27, Too much alike, and not to ufe either of them 
•' again on any account whatsoever." 

My third inamorato was Mr Smart, a young attor- 
ney, very fpruce, and very much a coxcomb. As he 
jived in the neighbourhood, we had a flight acquaint 
&3 
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mace. One evening he came to my houfc, flayed fupper, 
and after drinking a glafs or two of wine, began a 
rhapfody of nonilnfe about flames, darts, killing eyes, 
wounds, and death. It is enough that I was able to 
comprehend his meaning; and, therefore, putting on an 
air of ferioufnefs and concern, I afiured htm, " That I 
" was mod prodigioufly forry to fee him fo fluttered; I 
«< fuppofed that he had been drinking before he came to 
" my houfe, forotherwifek wasimpoffiblehe fhould be 
*' difguifed to fuch a degree : I hoped it was only an 
" accidental thing, and that he would take care not to 
" contract habits fo extremely prejudicial to his charac- 
" ter and complexion." He looked fo tame and fool- 
ifh, that for the life of me I could not forebear purfuing 
my blow ; and therefore ordering my fervant to light 
htm home, I recommended ftrongly to him to clear his 
ftomach with a quart or two of warm water before he 
went to reft ; and in the morning I fent a card with 
compliments and inquiries after his health ; hoping he 
was as well as could be expe&ed after his laft night's 
irregularity. He kept my man two hours, and then 
returned me the following anfwer, fairly engrofled upon 
a clean Queen of Hearts. 

" Mr Smart's compliments to Mrs G— , and 
" thanks her for her kind meflage. He (hall not con- 
" tend that he is in his foberwics: no; he is proud to 
" own himfelf drunk with the large draughts of love 
" he has drawn from her bright eyes. 19 . 

This I thought was pretty enough ; I therefore put 
the card between the proper pages in my book, and, 
under the common-place to which it related, wrote 
« Memorandum, a good thing, and may do again with 
« c a little variation," 

My fourth humble fervant was Doctor Scarfe, the 
minifter of the parifii. He was really a good fort of a 
gentleman j and, to fay the truth, I had Cor a long 
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time played my artillery diredly at hits, as I imagined 
without focceft, but not without a mod vexatious cha* 
grin at his feeming infenfibility* However, when I 
leaft expected any fuch thing, I perceived 1 had con* 
quered his ftubborn heart ; and then I refolved to take 
fome revenge for the trouble it had coft me. His ad- 
vice and affiftaace, which were ufeful to me in the 
management of my affairs, gave him a claim to a more 
frequent and familiar reception than I voach&fed to 
any other male vifitant. One day, upon my thanking 
him, in civil terms, for a confiderable fervicc he had 
done me, he haftily interrupted me with " Madam, 
" you are too obliging ; 1 beg yon to fay nothing more 
" upon the fubjeft ; 'tis I am die indebted perfon, in- 
" debted for the favour of your efteem and confidences 
" I with I could merit them : to be able to give yon 
" the leaft fatisfa&ion is the higheft pleafure of my life. 
u You know in what manner I have tranfa&ed thefe 
" little matters ; put my zeal and fincerity to a nobler 
H teft ; allow me not cafua) but continual occafions 
" of exprcfllng, in a tender way, my regard to your 
'< interefts, my affe&ion to your perfon, which is dearer 
" to me than all the intcreft upon earth/' " Why 
" now, Do&or," fays I, m what I have long dreaded 
" is, I find, come to pafs. I have often defired you to 
" ufe more exercife, and not to fit perpetually poring 
" upon books; the intenfenefs of your ftudies has im- 
11 paired your underftanding ; and all I can do at pre- 
" fent is to advife you to go diredly home and take a 
" little fomething for your head If you negleft your 
«' diforder, you will foon be fubjed to more violent 
" ravings." ■« Madam," he replied, «« I fee you are 
, f( difpofed to make merry with my pain : I did not ex- 
" pe& fuch treatment at your hands ; but I heartily 
11 wifh yoo a good night." The deliberation with 
which he fpoke fully convinced me that i had loft bod* 
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a lover and a friend, and the reflection on my folly 
filled me with fhamt. However, I concealed it as welt 
I could, and wrote in my pocketbook, under this com- 
mon-place, " N. £. Not to be repeated.*' 

It would make ahiftory, Mr Fitz-Adam, inftead of a. 
letter, to relate all my atchisvements in this way. In 
(hort, my character became, in tiine, fo extraordinary 
and formidable, that I remember to have ieen but three 
lovers in the laft feven years, and two of the three were 
gentlemen from Ireland. 

It is owing to this timidity in the men that I trouble 
you with this letter, and defire its publication. They 
have, no doubt, imagined, from my behaviour, that I 
have made a vow again ft marriage ; but, whatever my 
intentions may be, I can aflare them I have made no 
fuch vow : and if any gentleman under forty— -—But 
I am not advertifing for a hufband neither ; yet for fear 
you fhould think fo, it is high time to take my leave, 
by fubfcribing myfelf, S 1 a, 

Your mod humble fervant, A. G. 

I have complied with this lady's rcqueft in publifhing 
her letter, and (hall recommend to her perufal the fol- 
lowing fong, which I received afew^days ago from an 
unknown correfpondent. 

8 N G. 

I. 
A nymph there lives, whom many a Twain 
Has figh'd for oft, but figh'd in vain, 
And borne the infalts and difdain 

Of proud but handfome Molly. 
Around her throng'd the wits and beaus, 
With cringes, compliments, and bows, 
And drefs, and oaths, and lies, and tows, 

And itrovc for lovely Molly. 
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IT. 
The charms that deck'd this fav'rite maid 
la tferfit and aaota war* iaag and Said : 
(For wits will write, and beans may read) 

O happy, happy Molly ! / 

Bat fee triumphant Beauty's pride! 
la vain was wit and nonfenfe try'd, 
Beans, fops, nay rlatt'rcr*, wetc deny'd 

By haughty, haughty Molly. 

III. 
Too Ion? coquetted the vain fair : 
Time, that even Beamy fcorns to rpare, 
Stole o'er the eyes, the cheeks, the hair, 

Of filly, heedlefs Molly. 
Paint, powder, patches, are apply 'd— 
No arts the lad difgrgce can hide; 
The fops for fate, the wits deride, 

Their oocc-lov'd charming Molly. 

IV. 

tJnheeded now at hall or play. 

She hates the pi etty, blames the gay-* 

Ah ! who sac reader thing will Iky 

To poor departed Molly? 
Yet Hill fee, liQg'ring, haunt* the &ene 
Where once fhc a$cc( Beauty's queen, 
And every umple heart had been 

The Have of tyrant Molly. 

V. 

At leagtb, with frwtlcft bppc *am out, 
She quits the giddy youthful rout, 
And turns (b monftroufry devout, 

No faint was e'er like Ma%. 
Yet whfr H»i« folesan garb &• wears, 
Eacfc wpjrld by turns employs her cares, 
And (lander, 4ermogs, car$ls.a44 prayer* 

pividc &H wretched Molly. 
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Numb. 78. Thursday, June 27, 1754* 



" Inrentio fimilium facJOs erit, fi quit fibi omnei res animatat et inanina- 
« tai fit qnentcr ante ocnlot aotell poncre ; et ex his aliquant ▼csari 

" fimilicndiueni* quae ant omare, ant docere* antapertiorcBi rein fiicere 

" fORt." CU9T9. 

It Will be ealjr to find oat a fimilaritr in tMnm, if a man can often place 
before his view thing* both animate and inanimate, and from tbefe find 
<mt fame likened which can cither adorn, iaJtroft, or render a thing 
more evident. 



To Mr Fitz-Abam. 
SIR, 

I AM of opinion that a very pleating method of m- 
ftruction might be drawn from the affinity which 
the more liberal arts and fciences have to manners and 
behaviour* The following precepts, which are equally 
calculated to direct the young painter's hand, and the 
young lady's conduct, contain an imperfect ipecimen of 
the method I am propofiog ; aad which I am induced to 
communicate to Mr Fitz-Adam, becaufe I am afTured 
that fine arts, good manners, and the fair fez, are, and 
ought to be, the principal care of the World. 

It is impoffible to arrive at any eminent degree of ex- 
cellence either in painting or behaviour, without a long 
conrfe of difcipline in the fchool of Imitation. The cha- 
racter of a valuable original can never be procured with- 
out condefcending firft of all to the humble employment 
of the copyift. The carte blanche of a youthful mind 
will be as imperfectly adorned by the firft rudiments 
of politenefs, as a fcholar's leflbn-book by the firft prin- 
ciples of defign : but care and practice may foon correct 
the awkwaronefs of a firft attempt { and it may be the* 
2 



K©?8. THE WORLD. ijf 

pupil's fault, if every new day, as well as every new 
leaf* does not produce fume proof of amendment* Bat 
l&owever fimilar the mind and hand may be with regard | 

.to their advances towards perfe&ion, yet it is to be I 

bbsterved, that the aetompliihments of the one are much \ 

more requifite and important than tbofe of the other, j 

and that an irregular a&ion is not fo eafily reformed as 
a negligent ftroke. 

To refolve the whole of beauty into a fine completion, 
.a juft fymmetry of fhape, and a nice regularity of 
features, is altogether as abfurd as it would be to re- 
duce all the qualifications for good painting to a ma* 
nual (kill of mi kid g colours for the pallet, and (ketch* 
tug out the contours of (ingle portraits. There muft 
be a certain gracefulnefs and uniformity in every pare 
of a lady's charaAer to make her appear amiable to a 
man of difcernment; juft as a confident defign and a 
proper combination of figures in a hiftory-piecc can 
alone recommend the painter to a critical obferver. 

The extravagancies of tbeprude and coquette are ana- 
logous to a timid exa<3nefs and a diflblute licentioufnefa 
of ftyle in painting. A degree of freedom, far beyond 
a cheerful affability, (hall, in feme ladies, be attended 
with many a ftriking charm, and effeft one like Paulo's 
daring ftroke, with warmer and more animated feriti- 
rilentt than could have been excited by the cold and 
iptritlefs efforts of a deliberate regularity. There are 
others in whom a delicate referve, bordering almoft on 
the confines of a prudifii (hyneis, (hall appear extremely 
engaging to men of a nicer turn, and eafily captivate 
all fuch fancies as are delighted with the chaftifed refine- 
ment of a Corregio's pencil. Nor do we want a third 
fort of ladies who arc endowed with an admirable talent 
for gaining themfelves admirers by an odd affectation 
of capricious levities, and a whimfical Angularity of car- 
riage. 1 know fevcral who can give as happy proofs of 
Volume II. S 
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theV cipertnefe in this fantaftic art as five* Lc RpeF 
could of bis .excellence for grotesque representations, 
mi who are qualified to trifle with as much fuccefi. a* 
that anift has been known to do with a .piece of char- 
coal upon a wajl. But it is to be oWeryed that tfeeie 
privileges a.re only fujted to peculiar characters, and 
J»n .never produce any good effect, unlejfe*they derive 
their power from fome inbred gift, and flow dii;c&lf 
from the genuine fource of, Nature. 

. There may he a* great a variety in the modes /of right 
Jfthavioar as in the ftyles of good painting. Many 
.pictures may be worthy of admiration befides thofc of 
.the mpft celebrated mailers ; and many a lady may de* 
4en*e to be clajjed amongft the lovely, the polite, and 
*ccompli(bcd, though (be be not a perfect (Lady »* ..• •• 
Jt is not requifue for us to (how a general 4ifregard to 
, the example* of others, in order to be diftingaitbed for 
ifomfihing peculiar to ouvfetves; all we are. to be cau- 
tioned againft is a ridiculous imitation of fuch aa. axe 
.either inconf^ftent with our genius, or above the reach 
, pjP.our capacities. 

The propriety of attitude and drapery depends fo 
iOluoh.on characters, ctrcumftances, and defigns, that 
they cannot well be reduced .to any fixed and determi- 
nate regulations. There is no one, I believe, but will 
readily allow that the airs and movements of an Italian 
^dancer on the Theaue muft appear almoft as.unbeco- 
.rpingiin anEngUih lady dancing at a ball, as the picture 
of a«V^nvis in the antic pofture of a Mercury; yet 
thece can be no more danger in a lady's making too free 
ja life of her iioibs, while (he keeps clear of all ihuydening 
i ,aod affected geftures, than there is of a painter's having 
too great a knowledge of anatomy, fo long as.it is only 
. made aiecret guide to him in his defigns. Nor .can 
either be remarkably faulty in point of drapery, pro- 
vided they do but pay a doe regard to (hape, quality, 

and cuftom. 
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There is fo ftria an agreement between the dtfelo* 
fiag art in drefs and the carnation art in painting, that 
I believe it would be difficult to find out a fault or ex- 
cellence in the one that could not be parallelled with 
fome correfjptmding beauty or defect in the other. 

There is no woman where there's no refcrvc, 
. And 'tis on plenty your poor lovers ftarve, 

lays the witty and ingenions Dr Young: and it is very 
well known by all good critics and proficient? in paint* 
ing, that an uncommon fhare of ikHf and judgment is 
requifite for the production of every pafct of the naked* 
Nor is it hard to affign a reafon why it (hould be fo ; 
for if it be not extremely delicate in texture and com»- 
plexionv it will of conrfe appear difgoftftrl ; and if it be 
not extremely modeft in pofture 1 and defign, itmriflf needs 
be thought indecent : whereas the moil imptrfeft con* 
ceaiment, a coveringe ven thinner than the thmneft gauac, 
will not only be fufficient to relieve the offended eye, 
but will likewife enable the Fancy to improve into beauty 
every thing it hides. As the propriety of drels is fo 
much more dependent on Fafhton than Nature, I am 
candour of affirming that a woman ought always to be 
miftrefs of a pretty face before (he has the confidence 
to appear in public with a bare bofom : but allowing 
that, under the fan&ion of Fafhion, fhe may difplay fo 
diftinguitbing a charaAeriftic of her fex without dan* 
ger of incurring an immodeft reputation, yet fte can- 
not poffibly»do it without forfeiting all pretentions to 
difcretion : for as (he cannot be ignorant how the beauty 
of a new gown decreafes with the frequency of its ap- 
pearance, (he ought always to know how little value 
the men place in a privilege of furveying ever fo pretty 
an objeel in itTelf, if it be conftantly cxpofed to the fa* 
miliar gaze of the multitude. It is not natural for us to 
regard any thing that is held too' apparently cheap in 
S 2, 
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the eftimation of the proprietor ; and I am well fattsficd 
that a lady cannot take a worfe method of gaining par- 
ticular admirers than by making general treats. If 
your fair readers, Mr Fits- Adam, will take my word 
for it, I can aflurc them that the men are ten times more 
afFc&ed with an accidental momentary glance, than with 
a defigned expofure for a whole hour together. 

Upon the whole; as Mr Pope lias fhown us that He 
could collect hints enough for the compontion of an 
ingenious treatife even from one (ingle fragment in the 
literary lining of. a bandbox ; and as Leonardo da Vinci 
has obferved, that the fpots on an old mouldy wall, for* 
ming a confufed refemblance of different objedts, may- 
be fufficient to fupply an improving fancy with a line 
aflemblageof the moft perfect images, (bit is to be hoped 
that the World may, in the fame manner, be able to col* 
led a great deal of inftru&ion from thefe random and 
undigested reflections of its 
finccre admirer, 

and moft bumble (ervant, 

Philocosmos. 

P. S. It may not be improper to tell you that I have 
been fome time engaged in drawing up a fyftem of rules 
for the ladies' drefs, in order to determine how far • 
perfonal beauty, as the work of Nature, is capable of 
being improved by the affiftance of Art. In thefe rules 
I (hall endeavour to fix the proper (Undards of decorum, 
and to ctreumfcribe the authority of Fa(hion, within the 
reafonable limitations of modefty and difcretion : and 
as this attempt is principally calculated to reform the 
prefent nakednefs of the ladies, I intend to puhjifh it 
under tocttUc of Canons for the TvUtte* 
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Numb. 79. Thursday, July 4. 1754. 



SIR. 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 



YO U cannot do a greater fervice to the world 
than by promoting the real happinefs of the beft 
part of it, the fair f*x; for whofe fake I beg you will 
publiih the following animadverfions upon an error in 
education, which the good fenfe in the prefent age, 
with all its attachments to Nature, has not totally eradi- 
cated. The error I mean is putting Romances into 
the hands of young ladies; which being a fort of wri- 
ting that abounds in characters no where to be found, 
can, at beft, be but an u felefs employment, even fuppo- 
ling the readers of them to have neither relifh nor un- 
4erftanding.for fuperior concerns. But as this is by no 
means the cafe, and as the happineft of mankind is 
deeply ioterefted in the fentiments and conduit of the 
ladies, why do we contribute to the filling their heads 
with fancies which .render them incapable either of en- 
joying or communicating that happinefs? why do we 
fnfFer thofe hearts, which ought to be appropriated to 
the various afFe&ions of focial life, to be alienated by 
the mere creatures of the Imagination ? in fhort, why 
do we fuffcr thofe who were bom for the purpofe of li- 
ving in fociety with men, endued with paffions and frail- 
ties like their own, to be bred up in daily expectation 
pf living out pf it with fuch men as never have exifted ? 
Believe me, Mr Fitz-Adam, (as much the ageof Nature 
as this is thought to be), I know feveral unmarried la- 
dies who, in all probability, had becji long ago good 
wives and good mothers, if their imaginations had not 
fceen e<trly perverted with the chimerical ideas of ro» 
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mantle love, and themfelves cheated out of tke Chari- 
ties, (as MUton calls them), and all the real bleffings. of 
thofe relations, by the hopes of that ideal happinefs 
which is no where to be found but in Romances. 

It is a principle with fuch ladies that it maters not if 
the qualities they afcribe to the heroes of thefe books 
be real or imaginary ; upon which principle a* footman 
may as wcH be the hero as his matter ; for nothing, it 
ieems, is necefiary to dub him foch but the magic power 
of a lady's fancy, which creates chimeras much fafter 
than Nature can produce' realities. 

Surely, Mr Fitz-Adam, this dodrine of ideal happi* 
nefs is calculated for the meridian of Bedlafm, and ought 
never to be received beyond the limits of Moorfieldsv 
For if we ihould admit that the monarch in his cell 
is as happy as the monarch on his throne, while both 
their objects are ambition, yet the happinefs of fo. 
ciety muft depend only on the reafonablenef* of indi- 
viduals. A father is, by this pernicioos doctrine, fre- 
quently robbed of the comfort he expected in' his child ; 
a daughter is deprived of the protection rind fupport ffie 
might otherwife have claimed from her father ; and fd^ 
ciety is interrupted in forming its general fyftem of 
happinefc which thofe relations fiiould contribute to 
cftablim. 

Thefe, Mr Fitz-Adam* are alrnoft theneceffary con- 
feqnences of reading Romances: and as human nature 
is apt to be more influenced by example than precept, 
I lhall beg leave to enforce the truth of what 1 have ad- 
vanced by the following hiftory. 

Clarinda was the only child of a wealthy merchant, 
who placed all his happtnefs in the expectations of her 
merit, and the rewards of it. Nature had encouraged 
him in that expectation, by giving her a very liberal 
portion of her favours ; and he determined to improve 
it by every means which the fondaefs of a parent could 
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(bggeft to him. Bat, unfortunately for Clarinda, her 
father's good intentions .were not gnided by a judg- 
ment equally good ; for it happened to her, as it too 
9ften does in the education of young women, that his 
endeavours were rather directed to grace her perfon 
than to adorn her mind : and whatever qualifications 
he might wifli the latter to poffcfs, he feemed folicitous 
only of fuch as might recommend the former. Drefs, 
dancing, and mufic, were the whole of her accomplifh* 
menu: and they fo immoderately foftened the natural 
effeminacy of her mind, .that fhe contracted an aver- 
flan to every kind of reading which did not reprefent 
the feme (bftnefs of manner*. Every hour which was 
not appropriated to one of thefe accomplifhments was 
fpent in the enfnaring practice of reading Novels and 
Romances ; of which Cldia was her favourite, and the 
hero of it continualLy in her head. 

Whilft Clarinda was thus accompltfhing herfeif, the 
£ither was ftudyingXo reward thejnerits of his daughter 
with a hufband fuitable to her rank and fortune. Nor 
was he unfuccefsful in his care: for Theodore, thefon 
of a neighbouring gentleman in the country, was chofen 
for this honour. But though all who knew him de- 
clared him to be worthy of it, unhappily for Clarinda, 
.fte alone thought otherwise. For, notwithstanding he 
iovedher with a fincerity hardly to be equalled, yet, as 
he did not approach her in heroics, nor firft break his 
paffion to her in (hady groves, he was not the hero 
(he cxpe&ed : he neither hawed gracefully, moved ma- 
.jefticaMy, nor fighed pathetically, enough to charm a 
heart which doted on romantic grimace : in fliorc, he 
was not the hero which CUlia had icoprdlbd on Cla- 
rinda's imagination. But, what was Hill more unfor- 
tunate, Theodore's valet de chambre was completely 
fo. .That happy hero was a .Frenchman, who, to an 
imagination little lefs romantic than Clarinda's, had 
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added all the fantaftic levity of his country; which 
happening firft to difcover itfelf in thofe very (hades 
where (he ufed to meditate on the hero of Clelia, fo 
captived her heart with Monfieor Antoine the valet, 
that her imagination inftantly annihilated every cir- 
cumftance of his rank and fortune, and added every 
enchanting accompliihment to his mind and perfon. 

There is no refitting the impetuofit^ of romantic 
love. Like enthufiafm, it breaks through all the re- 
ftraints of Nature and Cuftom, and enables, as well as 
animates, it votaries to execute all its extravagant fug- 
geftions. A paflion of this fublime original could have 
none of thofe difficulties in difcovering itfelf to its fub- 
jed, which are . apt to oppofe the raw wills of vulgar 
mortals ; and therefore it was not long before Clarinda 
gave Antonio (for fo (he chofe to fatten the unharmo- 
nious name of Antoine) to underftand that Love, like 
Death, levelled all diftm&ions of birth and fortune, and 
introduced the lowed and higheft into Elyfiurn to- 
gether. 

Antonio, who had been almoft as converfant with 
Romances as Clarinda, received the firft intimations of 
the lady's paftion for him with a tranfport that had 
lefs furprife than joy m it ; and from the firft difcovery 
of it there arofe an intercourfe between them which 
entirely defeated the pretentions of Theodore, and con- 
firmed Clarinda' s paffion for his valet. 

JBut as much a hero as Antonio appeared to be both 
to Clarinda and himfelf, during the firft part of this 
tender intercourfe, in the progrefs of it he difcovered 
that he wanted one principal ingredient in thecompo- 
lition. of that ideal character: he had not courage 
enough to be a martyr. For though he doted on 
Clarinda's perfon, whilft her fortune was annexed to it, 
yet be could not bring himfelf to ftarve with an angel: 
and this he foon perceived muft be his fate, if he pof- 
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tcticd the one without the other. Such a difrppoint* 
inent from a hero to a Dido, or to any woman who 
capc&ed a natural gratification of her pafion, woulo? 
iavc excited resentment and averfion. This would 
have been Nature, which romantic Lore has no know- 
ledge of: it never changes any of thole ideas with 
which it firft captives a fantailic heart; therefore Cla- 
rinda, though (he moft pathetically laments her di&p- 
pointroedt in Antonio, yet charged it all upon her ftars, 
and accufed only them and the gods of cruelty. Her 
father at the feme time declared his refolntion to dif- 
inherit her i£ the perfifted in her foOy : and the more 
etfeotaally to prevent it, he bribed Antonio to leavtf 
England ; which £o enfiaroerf Clarinda*s paifion, (who 
confidered him as baniihed on her account), that ihe 
aaade a fofcnan vow never to marry any other man. 

To concJddc j the confequence of this vow was, that 
die lather fettled an annuity cm his daughter, and en- 
•tailed his eft ate on his next kindred. This annuity 
me ftiJJ lives to enjoy ; add in the fifty-ifth year of her 
age prefers the viixonary happinefs of reading/Zfe&r,'and 
thinking on her Antonio* to the real blefiings of thofe 
focial relations Which, in all probability, (he had en- 
joyed through fife, if fhe had never been a reader of 
Romances. 

t am, &c. 
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To Mr Fitz-Adam, 
SIR, 

FROM the indulgence you have so often (kowti 
to die productions of female correfpondcats, lain 
Volume II. T 
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encouraged to hope that you will not refufe this epiftle 
a place in your paper. 

Yon muft know, Sir, that, with a tolerable perfon, a 
very good fortune, and lovers in abundance, I have a 
particular humour to live and die a maid. This way of. 
thinking £ proteft does not arife from difappointed love, 
but, on the contrary, from my never having feen anyone 
man who has been poffeffed of thofe accompliihments 
which I think neceffary for a hufband. 

You will imagine, perhaps, that 1 hardly know my- 
felf what fort of a man I would have ; but to convince 
you of the contrary, I am going to give you a descrip- 
tion of one whom, notwithftanding my prefent humour, 
1 would willingly marry, and reward with a fortune of 
ten thoufand pounds* Such a declaration as this, "while 
there are fo many fortune-hunters, witty fparks, pretty 
fellows, and grave widowers, about Town, will un- 
doubtedly ftrike fome hundreds with a flattering hope 
that I am eafily to be carried off; but to filence their 
pretentions all at once, here follows the defcription of 
the only man in the world that I will confent to marry ; 
and whom I (hall beg leave to entitle 

The MAID's HUSBAND. 

Notwithftanding it Is a fatal maxim among women* 
«• To pleafe the eye though they torment the heart;" 
yet I am fo far an advocate for pleating the eye, that 
the man I have an idea of muft have a perfon grace- 
ful and engaging. The features of his face muft be re- 
gular; and, though regular, agreeable; which as yet 
1 hardly remember to have feen, having generally 
obferved, that where Nature is mod exaft (he is. leaft 
engaging. His eyes muft be lively, fparkling, and af- 
fecting ; arid over the whole face there muft be a clear 
complexion, health, cheerfulnefs, and fenfibility : his 
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Jfcature muft be inclining to the tall ; his motion eafy 
and genteel ; free from the (hoit pert trip of the affected 
beau, or the haughty tragic ftep of the more folemn 
fop : his behaviour ferioas, bat natural; neither too 
open nor too referred : his look, his laugh, hit fpeech, 
and his whole manner, mud be juft without affectation, 
and free without levity. 

Thus much for his perfon. 1 now come to the en- 
dowments of his mind ; without which, grace beauty, 
and agreeahknefs, will avail him nothing. Hfc genius 
jmuft be fanciful; his knowledge extenfive. Men, as 
well as books, muft have been his ftudy. Learning, 
freedom, and gallantry, muft be fo blended in him, as 
to make him always the improving friend, the gay 
companion, and the entertaining lover, in convcrfa- 
tioo he muft fay nothing with ftudy, nor yet any thing 
at random : his thoughts muft flow from him naturally, 
yet not without that delicacy of expreffion which is 
peceflary to give them a genteel turn. To the talents 
of his mind let me add (if 1 may be allowed thediftinc- 
ties) the qualities of his foul. He muft be generous- 
without prodigality, humane without weaknefs, juft 
without feventy, and fond without folly. To his 
wife he muft be endearing, to bis children affectionate, 
to his friends warm, and to mankind benevolent. Na- 
ture and Reafon tpnft join their powers, and to the 
«penncfs of the heart add the virtue of economy ; mak- 
ing him careful without avarice* and giving htm a kind 
of onconceraednefs without negligence. With love he 
muft have refpec? ; and by a continued complaifance 
always win upon the inclination. He muft take care to 
retain his conqoeft by the means he gained it, and eter- 
nally look andfpeak with -the fame defires and affec- 
tions, though with greater freedom. 

It has been obferved by experienced people, that the 
foul contracts a fort of blindncfs by loving ; but the, 
T a 



t 4 9 THE WORLD. NPpo. 

man I aim fpeaking of moft derive 1ms fentimeuts fron? 
reafon ; and the paf&on, which in others is looked on 
as die mark of foil/, be in him the true cfred of judg* 
ment* 

To thde qualities I mu$ add that charm which is to 
be considered before all the reft, though hard to be met 
with in this libertine age, Religion. He rauftbe devout 
without supcrftition, and pious without melancholy : 
far from that infirmity which makes men uncharitable 
bigots, infilling into their hearts a morofe contempt of 
the world, and an antipathy to the pleasures of it. Ho 
mud not be fach a lover of fociety as to mix with the 
aflembJies of knaves and blockheads, nor yet of an opi- 
nion that he ought to retire from mankind tofeekGo4 
in the horror of Solitude ; on the contrary, he maft 
think that the Almighty is to be found arpongft men, 
where his goodneifs is moft aclive, and his providence 
moft employed. There it is that Religion mn& en* 
lighten, and Reafon regulate, his conduct, both in the 
cares of solvation and' the duties of life. 

With fuch a man a woman mnft enjoy thofe pleaftrres 
in marriage which none but fools would ridicule. Her 
bufoand would be always the fame, and always pleating. 
Other wives are glad if they can now and then find with 
their hufbands one agreeable hour ; but with this a dif- 
agreenble minute will be impogible. On whatever oc- 
casions we fhoold fee or fpeak to each other, it mtift be 
with mutual pleafur* and adored fatis&ftion. 

Now, Mr Fitz-Adam, let your drehlng, fcribbltng, 
handfome young fellows, whether of the Temple, of 
the l/nirerfity, of the Army.or of the City, who would 
be glad of a woman of five-and -twenty, not difagreeable 
in her perfon, and with ten thoufsnd pounds in her 
pocket, read this character ; and if any one of them 
vrift nilert and prove it to belong to himfetf, my hearty 
fraud, and fortune, are entirely at his tervice, But, I be* 
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lieve, Sir, that inftead of a man, I have beta defcribing 
a monfter of the imagination ; a thing that neither is, 
was, nor ever will be : i ana therefore refigned to my 
conditio*, and can think without repining of dying a 
maid, (and I hope an old one), (ince 1 in not to expeft 
a huf^and to the wiihes of, 
SIR, 

Your humble fervant, 

reader, and correfpendent, 

A.B. 

Though I doobt not but my fair correspondent if 
thoroughly deferving of the hofband fhe knows fo weli 
how to defcribe, yet i coold have wtihed, for her own 
fake, as well as for the fake of fotne happy man, that 
. {he had added a qualifying poftfcript to her letter, fig* 
aifying that (he was willing to make Come little abate* 
rocnt ta her demands. When gentlemen build houfes, 
ft is nfual with them either to give up convenieney foe 
a profped, or profpeel for eoaveniency. In this man* 
tier (hould a lady ad in the choice of a hufband : if (he 
fets her heart upon a face, fhe (hould have no diflike ta 
a coxcomb ; or if the falls in love with a mind, a floven 
fhould appear charming : for the odds are againft her, 
that the handfome man is the one, and the man of 
knowledge the other. 

Exclulive of royfclf* I know of no fuch charadex as 
the lady has defcribed : nor dare I fay a word of my 
own perfon and accompliftiments, being unfortunately 
near feventy, and a married man. It has alfo been hint* 
ed to me, (for I scorn to deceive anj body), that i have 
a fmall (loop in my gait, and that I am not quite fo 
wdl'bred upon ail occasions as a young lady might ex- 
pect me to be. 

I am alfo cautious of recommending any of tbolh 
gentjemen who are daily adycrtifing fur wives in the 
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public papers : for whether it be owing to their extreme 
xnodefty, or whether they have really no other accom- 
pli fhm en ts than they ufually fet forth to the world, their 
defcriptions of themfelves amount to no more than. 
" that they are tall, well-made, and very agreeable ; 
" that they have healthy constitutions, have had liberal 
" educations, and are of fober morals." Bat as thele 
defcriptions are by nd means particular enough, £ 
cannot be certain that the publiiners of them will an- 
iwer exactly the idea of the Maid's Hufband. Betides, 
I have lately received letters from particular ladies who, 
either as principals or friends, have examined thefe gen— 
tlemen, which letters aflure me that they do not at all 
come up to the idea given of themfelves, even in their 
own modeft advertifements. 

But before I take leave of my ingenious correfpon- 
dent I promife her to give notice in this paper of the 
firft Maid's Hufband that falls within my knowledge ; 
and if (he pleafes to fignify where and when (he will be 
waited on by any fuch gentleman, her commands fhall 
be executed with the niceft punctuality ; or,* (as it is 
very confiderately ex pre (led in an advertifement now 
before me) " if the lady does not chufe to appear per- 
«* fonalJy for the firft time, may fend any other proper 
" lady of her acquaintance to the place appointed/' 



Numb. 8i. Thursday, July i8, 1754. 

TH E following letters need no apology. With re- 
gard to the firft, it may be proper to obferve, that 
the complaint contained in it is a very juft one. Of the 
fecond I (hall fay nothing till I have given it to my 

readers. 
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To Mr Fit z- Adam. 
Sir, 

I can affure you, with great truth, that you are the 
firft man 1 ever wrote a letter to, or wifhed to corre- 
spond with, except my father and my brother. I am the 
youngeft of three fillers, am not quite twenty-one, love 
drefs, and love faihions, but cannot confent to appear 
in the public walks like a woman of the Town. 1 am 
forry to fay it, but it is really my opinion, that if the 
common proftitutes were to walk in the Park with no 
other covering than a (hift of Paris net, half the young 
ladies of my acquaintance would come into the fa (hi on. 
My two filters may take it as they pleafe, but they are 
fo far gone into the mode, that 1 hardly ever go abroad 
-with them that we are not addreffed by gentlemen who 
are utter ft rangers to us in the mod familiar (and fome- 
times the mod indecent) terms imaginable. No longer 
ago than laft week we were mobbed in Spring Gardens, 
from mycldcft fitter's having affronted acouple of gentle- 
men, who would fain have entertained us with a glafs 
of wine at the Cardigan. For my own part, I tell them 
both very frankly, that while they endeavour to look like 
women of the Town, it is a great miftake in them to be 
above their buiinefs. 

Pray, Mr Fitz-Adam, favour us with a World upon 
this fubjeffc ; for, as the youngeft After, my opinion goes 
for nothing; and be (ides* 1 want to have them mortified 
a little : for they neither love nor efteem me, becaufe I 
am faid to be handforaer than they, and am better re- 
ceived by all our relations and acquaintance, 
lam, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

Sarah Meanwell* 
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Sir, 

I am a very good-hearted, honed gfrl ; but, from my 
fitnation in life, i am afraid people think me otherwife. 
It is my unhappinefs that, from too high a birth, and too 
low a fortune* I an* obliged to live cotfftantly with the 
great; and to teU yon the truth* 1 am really handfomer 
than mod of the women I mix with. From this circuno- 
ftance I am looked upon with envy by many of my ac- 
quaintance; but indeed, Sir, when you know my heart* 
you will rather think me an object of pity. 

Though I have the beft fpirits in the world, and am 
as gay as innocence will fuffer me to be, I am called af 
Queer creatare by the men, and a Prude by the women. 
And all this for what ? Truly, becaufe I have more mo-' 
defty than the company I keep. And yet fo prevailing* 
is example, and fo neceffary to a' dependent ftate are 
good-humour and compliance, that I have not been abto 
at alt times to be quite as modeft as I (aould be. I dor * 
not mean that 1 have been downright wicked, or that 
I ever wifhed to be fo; but if my grandmother was to 
rile from the grave and be witnels to the ientimeats 
I have drank, and the romps I have played* (he would' 
certainly box my ears, and call art by a name too coarfe 
for me to mention. 

If you are an oWrnan, Mr Fita- Adam» you will hard* 
Jy underftand me ; and as I am a young woman, I dare 
not come to a particular explanation. But if you wilt 
be fo kind as to convince the people of faifcion that de* 
eency is a virtue, it would lave me from' many a rent in 
my clothes, and malfe my evenings at home, as well at 
my parties abroad, much pleafanter to me. 

1 think I may t>e allowed to fpeak a little plainer. The 
privilege of high birth is to do every thing you have a 
mind to do. it is a maxim with men to attempt every 
thing, and with the women to refufe but one thing. 
The attacks that are made upon a lady V honour are 
4 
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considered only at compliments to her beauty ; and Am 
is the tfioft flattered who Ss ofteneft infulted. Yonr 
correl)>ondeat, Mrs Shuffle, never faid a truer thing ia 
her life, than that " cards were an afylum againlt the 
"dangers of men :" and I really grow fond of routs 
and drams* becaufe their defigns, at fuch parties, art 
only againft my purfe. 

But if women in the moft derated fituations, either 
from their own levity, or the impudence of men, are 
liable to thefe fafhionable attacks, how muft it fare 
with a poor girl, who has no fortune to awe thefe Li* 
bertines into refpelt, and no example among her com- 
panions to authorise her refentmcnt ? They conftrue 
my very complaints into defign — " The Prude would 
" take us in, would flie ? She had better be one of us, 
u or egad we'll blow her/' — This, with a little plainer 
fwcaring and courier threatening, has been faid of me 
in any own hearing. 

What (hall I do, Mf Fit* -Adam, to lire comfortably, 
and preferve my reputation? My fortone, which is no 
tnore than two thousand pounds, is hardly fufficient to 
maintain me even in the country; and I fee nothing but 
ruin before me if i continue where I am. i have always 
confidered the marriage ftate as a woman's fare ft hap* 
ptnefs ; and 1 verily believe I have every qualification, 
except money , to make ft eafy to him who cbufes me; 
but unlefs I tranfpore myfetf to the Eaft or Weft Indies 
for a huiband, I have no hopes of one. i neither ex- 
pect nor deiire a man of faihion ; for a clergyman I am 
too poor; a country {quire would beat me; and a honeft 
tradefman, who knew my education, might imagine I 
ihould beat him. Neither of thefe would be my choice : 
but tf you know of any private gentleman, who has feen 
enough of the world to defpife the follies of it ; one 
who could fupport me decently, and think himfelf re- 
warded by love and gratitude* who could (hare with 
Volume II. U 
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me in domeftic pleafures, or lend me his arm for a 
vifit to a friend ; who, at his leafore hours, would be 
pleafed with my prattle, and with a look of delight 
could tell me that he was happy ;— if you know of 
foch a man, yon may honeftly aflure him, that though 
I have lived all my life among the great, I am as clean 
in nly perfon, and as modeft in my inclinations, as if I 
had never teen good company. You may alfo add, 
and with equal truth, that, excepting a hobble in my 

fait, and a fmall propenfity to talk loud in public, I 
ave not the lead tincture of quality about me. 
I am, Sir, 

Your muithumble fervant, 

M. A. 

The true fpirit of irony, which fo plainly appears in 
thisjetter, muft, no doubt, be highly pleating to the po- 
lite part of my readers. But as there are many dull 
people in the world, who have no conceptions beyond 
the literal meaning of what they read, I (hall fubjoin 
a few remarks of my own, to prevent the aforefaid dull 
people from mi flaking a very fine panegyric for an in- 
folent libel againft the chafte ftand moft valuable part 
of mankind. 

This young lady feems to have formed her plan 
upon the inimitable Doctor Swift, who, of all men that 
wrote, understood irony the bed; and who had the 
happieft art of conveying compliment under the difguife 
of abufe. Her whole epiftle is irony ; which (as my fa- 
llacious friend Mr Nathan Bayiey, in his etymological 
piclionary, defines it) is a figure in rhetoric, by which 
we fpeak contrary to what we think. We are, there- 
fore, to underftand, by the above letter, that the niceft 
decorum, and the moft exemplary chaftity, arethedif- 
t'rvvjifti'ng characWiftics of our young men of fafbion* 
Y.^ :!.. / live in a coaftant practice of all the virtues ; 
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and are the (bluing examples of temperance, tnodefty, 
and true politcncfs. By the fentiments which are given 
by the ladies over a glaft of wine, my correfpondent 
■very genteely hints, that young women of condition 
are the only perfons in the world who can be merry 
and wife: that the bottle, which is too apt to intoxicate 
the vulgar, can infpire thefe ladies with the moft re- 
fined ideas of men and things; which ideas are poured 
forth in fentiments that Plato, Socrates, and all the 
fages of antiquity, never thought of. 

I (hall only add, that the notions which mean and 
ignorant women coqunonly conceive of matrimony are 
finely ridiculed in this letter. The writer very humo* 
roufly fuppofes, that the domeftic endearments of pri- 
vate life are more eligible than the feparate beds and 
Separate pleafures of people of condition ; and, with an 
archnefe peculiar to herfelf, prefers the huJband who 
can be the companion of his wife to the man of rank 
who is the companion of all other women. 



Numb. 82. Thursday, July 25* 1754. 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

IT is a received opinion among the Politicians, that 
the (pirit of Liberty can never be too active under 
a conftitution like ours. But though no lover of his 
country would defire to weaken this principle, which 
has more than once preferred the nation, yet he may 
lament the unfortunate application of it, when per- 
verted to countenance party violence, and oppofitton 
to the moft innocent meafures of the legiflature. The 
jclambar againft the alteration. of theftyle feemed to be 
'U 1 
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.one of thefe instances. The alarm was giveil* and the 
mod fatal confequcnces to our religion and government 
were immediately apprehended from it. Tins opinion. 

Sthcred ftrtngth in its courfc, and received a tincture 
>m the remains of fupcrftition ftill prevailing in the 
counties mod remote from Town. I know feveral wor- 
thy gentlemen in the Weft who lived many months un- 
der the daily apprchenfion of fome dreadful vifitation 
from peftilence or famine. The Vulgar were aimoft 
every where perfuaded that Nature gave evident tokens 
of her difapproving thefe innovations. I do not in* 
deed recoiled that any blazing ftars were feen to ap- 
pear upon this occafion, or that armies were obfcrved 
to be encountering in the ikies ; people probably con- 
cluding, that the great men, who pretended to controul 
the fun in his courfe, would aflume equal authority 
over the inferior conftellations, and not fufier any aerial 
militia to aflemble themfelves in oppofition to minifteriai 
proceedings. 

The objection to this regulation, as favouring a cuf- 
torn cftabliflied among Papifis* was not heard indeed 
with the feme regard. as formerly, when it actually pre- 
vented the legiflature from paffing a bill of the fame 
nature; yet many a president of a corporation-club 
very eloquently harangued upon it, as introductory to 
the doctrine of tranfubftantiation, making no doubt (hat 
fires would be kindled again at Smithfield before the 
conclusion of the year. This popular clamour has at 
leaft happily fubfided, and fhared the general fate of 
thofe opinions which derive their fupport from imagi- 
nation. 

In the preient happy difpofitton of the nation the 
author of the following verfes may venture to introduce 
the complaints of an ideal perfonage, without feem- 
ing to flrengthen the faction of real parties, without 
forfeiting his reputation as a good citizen! or bringing 
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a fcandal on the political character of Mr Fita-Adam, 
by makmghim the pubiither of a libel againft the Sute. 
This ideal perfonage is no other fhan the Old May- 
Day, the only apparent fufferer from the prefent regu- 
lation. Her fitaation is indeed a little mortifying, as 
every elderly lady will readily allow ; fince the train 
of her admirers b withdrawn from her at once, and 
their adoration transferred to a rival, younger than 
herfelf by at leaft eleven days. 
1 am, Si a, 

Your mod humble fcrvant, 

E. L. 

The TEARS of OLD MAY-DAY. 

t 

LED by the jocund train of vernal hours 

And vernal airs, up-rofe the gentle May; 
Bluihing (he rofe, and bluflring rofe the flow'n 

That fprung fpontaneous in her genial ray. 

Her locks with HeavVs ambrofial dews were bright. 
And am'roos Zephyrs fluttered on her breaft: 

With ev'ry (h if ting gleam of morning light 
The colours (hifted of her rainbow veft. 

Imperial enfigns grac'd her fmiling form, 

A golden key and golden wand (he bore ; 
This charms to peace each Allien eaftern (form, 

And that unlocks the Cummer's copious (lore. 

Onward in conTcious majefty flic came, 

The graceful honours of mankind to tafte; 
To gather faireft wreaths of future fame, 

And blend frdh triumphs with her glories pafl. 

Vain hope ! No more in choral bands unite 

Her virgin vot'ries, and at car'ly dawn, 
Sacred to' May and Love's myfterious rite, 

Bru(h the light dew-drops * from the fpangled lawn, 

* Alluding to the country cuftom of gathering. May-dew. 
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To her no more Augufta's * wealthy pride 

Pours the full tribute' from Potofi's mine; 
Nor frefti-blown garlands Tillage maids provide, 

A purer off ring at her ruftic fhrinc. 

Mo more the Maypole's verdant height around 
To val'rous games th* ambitions youth advance; 

No merry bells, and tabors' fprightiier found, 
Wake the loud carol and the (portive dance. 

Sudden in penfive (adnefs droop'd her head, 

Faint on her cheeks the bJuthing crimfon dy'd— 

" O! chaQe victorious triumphs, whither fled? 
My maiden honours, whither gone ?*' (he cry'd. 

M Ah ! orce to fame and bright dominion born, 

The £a rh and fmiling Ocean faw me rife, 
With time coeval and the ftar of morn. 

The firft. the faired, daughter of the ikies. 

t Then, when at HeavVs prolific mandate (prong 
The radiant beam of new-created Day, 
Celcftial harps, to airs of triumph fining, 
Hail'd the glad dawn, and angels call'd me May. 

Space, in her empty regions, heard the (bund, 

And hills, and dales, and rocks, and vallies, rang ; 

The Sun exulted in his glorious round, 
And (hooting planets in their courfes fung. 

For ever then 1 led the conftant year; 

Saw Youth, and Joy, and Love's enchanting wiles ; 
Saw the mild Graces in my train appear, 

And infant Beauty brighten in my fmilcs. 

No winter frown'd. In fweet embrace ally'd, 

Three fitter Seafons dane'd th' eternal green ; 
And Spring's retiring foftnefs gently vy'd 

With Autumn's blufh and Summer's lofty mien. 

Too foon, when man profan'd the bleffings giv'n, 

And Vengeance arm'd to blot a guilty age, 
With bright Aftrca to my native hcav'n 

I fled, and flying faw the deluge rage : 
• The plate garlands of London* 
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Saw borfting clouds cclipfe the noontide beams, 
While (banding billows from the mountain* xoU'd, 

With bitter waves polluting all my (beams, 

Mj ne&ar 'd ftrcams, that nWd on fends of gold. 

Then wani(h*d many a fen-girt ifle and grove, . • 

Their forcft* floating on the vat'rv plain : 
Then* ram'd lor arts and laws deriv d from , ave. 

My Atalantit * funk beneath the main. 

Ko lonecrfifeom'd priauevcl Eden's bow*rs, 

Nor guardian dragons watch'd th* Hefperian fteep : 

With 4U their fountains, fragrant fruits, and flow'rs, 
Tot* from the continent to gist the deep. 

Kb more to dwell in (ylvan Ibenes I dcign'd ; 

Yet oft* defending to the languid earth. 
With qufck'ning powrs the fainting mats fuftain'd, 

And wak'd.her flnmb'ring atoms into birth* 

And cr*ry echo taught my raptur*d name, 
And eVry virgin brcath'd her am'rous vows 5 

And precious wreaths of rich immortal fame, 
ShowYd by the Mufcs, crown'd my lofty brows 

But chief in Europe, and in Europe's pride, 
My Albion's favour'd realms, 1 rofe ador'd; 

And pour'd my wealth, to other climes deny'd, 
from Amalthca's horn with plenty (lord. 

Ah, me ! for now a younger rival claims 

My ravUh'd honours, and to her belong 
My choral dances, and victorious games, 

To her my garlands and triumphal long, 

O fry what yet untafted beauties flow, 

What purer joys await her gentle* reign? 
Do hlics fairer, vi'lets Tweeter, blow ? 

And warbles Philomel a fofter drain ? 

Do morning Suns in ruddier glory rife ? 

Docs Ev'ning fan her with fercner gales ? 
Do clouds drop fatnefs from the wealthier (kief. 

Or wantons Plenty in her happier vales ? 
• fee Plato. 
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Ah! so ; the blunted beams of dawning light 

Skirt the pale. orient with uncertain day; 
And Cynthia, riding on the ear of Night, 

Through clouds embattled faintly wings her way. 

Pale, immature, the blighted verdure fprings, 

No mounting juices feed the (welling flow'r 5 
Mute all the groves, nor Philomela fings, 

When Silence liftens at the midnight hour. 

Nor wonder, man, that Nature's bafhfol face, 
And op'ning charms, her rude embraces fear | 

Is flic not fprung from April'* wayward race, 
The fickly daughter of th* unripen'd year I 

With (how'rs and fundi ine* in her fickle eyes, 
With hollow (miles proclaiming teach*reus peace; 

With bluflics harb'ring to their thin difguife 
the blafts that riot on the Spring's tncrcaJe. 

Is this the Fair iavefted with my fpoil 

By Europe's laws, and senates' (tern command ? 

Ungcn'rous Europe ' let me fly thy foil, 
And waft my treafures to a grateful land t 

Again revive on Ada's drooping (bote, 

By Daphne's groves or l.ycia's ancient phis { 
, Again to Af ire's foltry fands reftore 

iLmbow'ring {hades, and Lybtan Amnion's fane : 

Or hafte to northern Zembla's favage coaft, 

There hufb to filence elemental ft rife; 
Brood o'er the regions of eternal Froft, 

And fwell her barren womb- with beat and Kfc. 

Then Britain"— Here fheceas'd. Indignant grief, • 

And parting pangs, her fault' ring tongue fuppresVd: 

Veil'd in an amber cloud, flic (ought relief, 
And tears, and filcnt anguifh, toid the reft. 
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Numb. 83. Thursday, Aug. 1, 1754. 



To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

WHEN the (ludies of learned and philofophical 
men are employed in extending the commerce 
and improving the manufactures of their country, they 
cannot be held in too high a degree of estimation by a 
trading people. 

The perfection at which our home manufactures are 
arrived we impute, in a great meafure, to the ingenui- 
ty of our ordinary handicrafts, to the induftry of our 
merchants, and to the honefty and integrity of our tra- 
ding companies; but, in my humble opinion, if our na- 
tural philofophers had not kindly ftept in to the affiit- 
ance of the laid handicrafts and others, our manufac- 
tures would fcarcely have been carried to fo great a 
degree of excellence above thofe of the ancient as well 
as of the modern world.. For, by as much as we are 
before all other countries in the knowledge of natural 
philofophy, by juft fo much are all other countries be* 
hind Us in the goodnefs of their manufactures. 

It is by the head of the philofopher that the hand 
of the mechanic is put in motion : and though the An* 
cients, and a few nations of the Moderns, may have 
produced fome good hands, yet their having made fo 
mean a figure in trade mud be owing to their want of 
philofophical heads. 

The manufactures of glafs, porcelain, and cephalic 
fnufr, were absolutely unknown to the Ancients; and 
they had very little knowledge in the making thunder 
and lightning, which our own countrymen, from the 

Viluvti IL X 
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fagacity of our philofophers, and the help of electrical 
experiments, are now able to make in very confiderahie 
quantities, to the great honour and emolument of thefe 
kingdoms. 

I am not afraid of aliening, that from thfe manufac- 
ture alone (provided it were under proper regulations, 
and honoured with a parliamentary encouragement} 
-we might have it in our power to be the molt potent, 
the moft wealthy, and the happieft people in the whole 
vniverfe. It would enable us t6 pay off our national 
debt in fix months; it woulti fecure as from our ene- 
mies without the expenfe either of fleet or army ; or we 
might conquer France whenever the common people 
of England (hould order it to be done, without the af- 
fiftance of allies, or paying one penny to the land-tar* 
Thefe, Mr Fitz- Adam, 1 think are confiderations which 
deferve the attention of the Public; at leaft, they am 
eonfiderattons which have induced me to be very parti- 
cular in my thoughts upon this valuable commodity* 

WbcBcledriea) eiperiments were fir ft exhibited to the 
curious, I did not hear that the profcnbrs propofed any 
advantages to mankind, except that, with the help of 
their curious engine, they could give a patient a pretty 
fmart blow on the elbow without the ufe of any other - 
weapon. It is true, that a fmall crab-fticfe might have 
performed the operation ; but then it would have been 
effected by a method common and vulgar. We were in- 
formed, indeed, that the electrical engine had beenv 
made ufe of in the cure of feverai diftempcrs? but I ffo 
not recollect to have heard that they had any great 
fuccefs in that way, except that fome few very mean 
people were made blind, that three or four necks were 
diflocated, and that a child of five years old was fright- 
ened into fits. But thefe cafes not being fufficientty 
attefted, and the fame fort of cures having been tole- 
rably well performed by many regular-bred (urgeoa* 
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find apothecaries in this Town, I was glad to learn that 
4) or phi lofop hers had confined ail their experiments to 
the manufacture above mentioned; tjieprocefs of which 
is fo clear and eafy, (all she ingredients being to be 
/ound in onr own country, and none of them liable to 
any duty), that I make no doubt of our being able to 
fcring thunder and lightning to market at a much 
cheaper price than common gunpowder. 

1 am informed by a friend, who for thefe laft five 
years has applied himfelf wholly to electrical experi- 
ments, that the mod effectual and eafy method of 
jmaking this commodity is by grinding a certain quan- 
tity of air between a glafsbatt and a bag of fand ; and 
when yon hare ground it into fire your lightning is 
made ; and then you may either battle it op, or put it 
into caiks, properly feafoned for that purpofe, and fend 
it to market. My friend very honeftiy confeffes, that 
what he has hitherto made is not of a fuficient degree 
of ftrength to anfwer all the purpofes of natural light- 
ning ; but he aftires me that he (hall very foon be able 
to effect it, and that he has already brought it to a very 
fiirprtfing degree of perfection ; infomuch that, in the 
jprefence of feveral of his neighbours, he has produced 
a clap of thunder which blew out a candle, accompa- 
jued with a flafh of lightning which made aq impre£ 
fion upon a pat of butter as it ftood upon the table. 
He alfo azures me, that in warm weather he can (hake 
*M the pewter upon his fhelf, and that he eipects, when, 
fc»s thermometer is at fixty-two degrees and a half, he 
wall be able to four all the fmall beer in his cellar, and 
break his largeft pier«giafs. If he accompli flics the 
two iaft, he flatters himfejf that it will be ftrong enough 
to kill a young child ; but he is obliged to defer that 
experiment till his lady is brought to bed. 

If thefe facts are true, which I do not in the leaft 
doubt, we may foon fee this majwfacture in a very 
X z 
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flourifliing condition. For if from a glafs ball of one 
foot and a half diameter, which is the (ize of my friend's* 
we can produce a fufficient quantity of lightning to de- 
ftroy a child, ic follows that a ball of four times thac 
diameter will kill a man in perfect health and vigour ; 
which mud be a great advantage to the public, and 
fave a confiderable fum of money which is yearly given 
to apothecaries and doclors. And if the wheel, thus 
increafed in its diameter, increafes the power, by in- 
creating it ft ill farther you will make lightning enough 
to fplit a church fteeple. 

As for example. Suppofe A, fig. the lft. to be a 
glafs ball 4672 feet diameter, turned upon the fp indie 
B, being in length, 5792 feet by the handle C, againft 
thefand bag a a a a, which fuppofe to be fixed to the fide 
of Richmond Hill. The quantity of air ground in an 
hour will be equal to XX, which will produce of pure 
lightning* 1 1694»7^ 3 tons ; the force of which being 
applied to St Bride's fteepie, will make the crack G H 
in fig. the 2d. If this mould not be intelligible to 
thofe who are unacquainted with the mathematics, £ 
will at any time, at a day's notice, attend and explain, 
it to them* 

I can think of but one objection to the erecting the 
machine above defcribed, which is the greatnefs of the 
eipenfe, as being too heavy for any private perfon. 
But it is to be hoped that fome public company will 
undertake it, or that our governors will favour it with 
their confideration, and order it to be erected at the 
publje expenfe. I, who have only the good of my 
country before me, will moft readily agree to infpect 
the workmen, and fee that the money (hall be laid 
out with the ftricteft economy, without defiring a (hil- 
ling for my trouble. 

But left fome malicious perfons fhould fuggeft that 
I 401 writing merely to recommend a job to myfelf* 
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I folemnly declare, that a full week before I had any 
thoughts of addreftjng the public by means of your 
paper, i applied myielf to a club of Antt-Gallicans, of 
which I have the honour of being an unworthy mem- 
ber, and propofed in a fpeech, that our laudable Society 
(hould take this infant manufacture into their guar* 
dtanfhip and protection. And as we have lately di {co- 
vered that nothing excites mankind to good and virtu- 
ous actions fo much as honourable pecuniary gratuites, 
it was unaniraoudy agreed, that the ipcicty (hould or- 
der premiums to be given out of their public (lock for 
the encouragement of thofe who fhould make expert* 
Rents for the improvement of this manufacture ; and 
the following advertifement was ordered to be published* 

Cat and Fiddle Lodge, July aid, 1754. 
Prefent the Vice-Grand. 

u Ordered, that fpr the encouragement of the ma* 
ff< king Thunder and Lightning, the following pre- 
'* tniums be given by this fociety, to be paid by their 
" Secretary within twelve months after the fame (hall 
" be refpedtiveJy adjudged to the feveral claimants. 

" To any perfon or perfons who (hail, on or before 
" Chriftmas-day next, by a clap of Electrical Thunder, 
" accompanied by a fufficient quantity of Lightning, 
" beat down and deftroy the dome of St Paul's ca- 
u thedral, 20 s. 

V To ditto for ditto, the Monument on Fiftx-ftreet 
hill, 15 s. 

" Covent-Garden Church, 7 s. 6 d. 

" Weftminfter Hall in Term-time, 5 s. 

• c Weftminfter Bridge, z S. 6 d. 

M For the firft man under forty, and the firft woman 
" with child, killed by the faid Thunder and Light- 
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m ntng ; and for the lirft hay-rick of thirty load and op* 
** wards, burnt and contained, i s. each." 

When, from the above encouragement, thefe ufeful 
works fliall be performed, we may conclude the ma* 
ftdfa&ure brought to perfection : and then there will 
remain a few queries raoft humbly to be fubmitted to 
the wifdora of the legislature. 

I. Whether, when we have got a dock ha hand more 
than fuiScient for our own consumption, we mould 
fuffer any to be exported? 

II. What market will it be likely to meet with 
abroad { 

And, III. Whether will it be moft prudent to trnft 
this commodity ia private hands, or in the hands of the 
miniftry, the city of London, or the Crown ? 

In regard to the firft of thefe queries, I am of opi- 
nion, that we may fafely venture to export whatever 
is more than {efficient for our home confumption, pre*- 
vided it be (hipped on board our veffels, and infured 
by the French. 

As to query the fecond, it is net to be doubted that 
the commodity will meet with a good foreign market. 
1 have converted with fcveral merchants upon the fub~ 
jeel, and know of two who have already received orders 
from their correipondents at Jamaica to fend twenty- 
tons to Barbadoes to make an Hurricane in that ifland; 
and there are orders from Barbadoes to fend more than 
double the quantity to Jamaica. 1 am alfo affurcd, that 
a certain Spanifh governor, who is to pafs his accounts 
next fpring, has offered ten thoufand pounds for a Tor* 
nado, provided it can be fent over before Chrtftmas. 

The laft of thefe queries is, I own, the moft difficult 
to be anfwered t I fhall therefore fubmit it to the pub- 
lic, with only obferving, that, as a good patriot, I am 
agamft giving it into the hands of the Crown, from an 
opinion that his prefent Mftjcfty will forbid the nfe of 
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k in bis own dominions, and command the whole of it 
to be fcnt abroad amongft our mod inveterate enemies* 
I am, S I R, 

Your moft humble fervsnt, 



Nomb. 84. Thursday, Auguft 8, 1754. 



I AM indebted to a correspondent for the following 
allegory. The manner in which it it written, and 
the moral it contains, will be a better recommendation of 
it than any compliment of mine. I (hall therefore lay 
h before my readers without farther preface. 

Profperity and Adverfity, the daughters of ProvU 
deuce, were fent to the houfe of a rich Pheenician mcr* 
chant, named Velafco, whofe refidence was at Tyre, 
the capital city of that kingdom. 

Profperity, the eldeft, was beautiful as the Morning, 
and cheerful as the Spring; but Adverfity was forrowfui 
and ill-favoured, 

Velafco had two fons, Felix and Uranto. They were 
both bred to commerce, though liberally educated, and 
had lived together from their infancy in the ftricteft 
harmony and frtenddiip* But Love, before whom all 
the affections of the foul are as the traces of a ihip upon 
the ocean, which remain only for a moment, threatened, 
in an evil hour, to fet them at variance ; for both were 
become enamoured, with the beauties of Profperity* 
The nymph, like one of the daughters of men, gave en- 
couragement to each by turns ; but, to avoid a particu- 
lar declaration, (he avowed a refolution never to marry* 
unlefs her fitter, from whom (he faid it was impoffibk 
for her to be long Separated, was married at the. fame 
time, • -. 
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Velafco, who was no ftranger to the pafllons of his 
fons, and who dreaded every thing from their violence, 
to prevent confequences, obliged them, by his authority, 
to decide their pretentions by lots ; each previoufly en- 
gaging in a foletun oath to marry the nymph that ihould 
fall to his (hare. The lots were accordingly drawn ; and 
Profperity became the wife of Felix, and Adverfity of 
Uranio. 

Soon after the celebration of thefe nuptials Velafco 
died, having bequeathed to his eldeft fon Felix the houfe 
wherein he dwelt, together with the greateft park of 
bis large fortune and effects. 

The hufband of Profperity was fo tranfported with 
the gay difpofition and enchanting beauties of his bride 
that he clothed her in gold and filver, and adorned 
her with jewels of ineftimable value. He built a palace 
for her in the woods ; he turned rivers into his gardens, 
and beautified their banks with temples and pavilions* 
He entertained at his table the nobles of the land, de* 
lighting their ears with mufic, and their eyes with mag- 
nificence. But his kindred he beheld as ft rangers, and 
the companions of his youth pafled by unregarded. His 
brother alfo became hateful in his fight, and in procefs 
of time he commanded the doors of his houfe to be lhut 
againft him. 

But as the dream flows from its channel and lofes 
itfelf among the vallies unlets confined by banks, fo alfo 
will the current of Fortune be diffipated unlefs bounded 
by economy. In a few years the eftate of Felix was 
waded by extravagance, his merchandife failed him by 
neglect, and his effects were feized by the mercilefs hands 
of creditors. He applied himfelf for fupport to the 
nobles and great men whom he had feafted and made 
prefents to ; but his voice was as the voice of a ftranger, 
and they remembered not his face. The friends whom 
he had neglected derided him in their turn, his wife alfo 
4 
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infulted him, and turned her back upon him and fled. 
Yet was his heart fo bewitched with her forceries, that 
he purfued her with entreaties, till, by her hade to 
abandon him, her maik fell off, and di (covered to him 
a face as withered and deformed as before it had ap» 
peared youthful and engaging. 

. What became of him afterwards Tradition does not 
relate with certainty. It is believed that he fhd into 
Egypt, and lived precarioufly on thefcanty benevolence 
of a few friends, who had not totally deferted him, and 
that he died in a fhort time, wretched, and an exile. 

Let us now return to Uranio,who, as we have already 
obferved, had been driven out of doors by his brother 
Felix. Adverfity, though hateful to his heart, and a 
fpe&re to his eyes, was the conftant attendant upon 
his fteps : and to aggravate his forrow, he received cer- 
tain intelligence that his richeft veffel was taken by a 
Sardinian -pirate ; that another was loft upon the Ly- 
bian Syrtes ; and, to complete all, that the banker with 
whom the greateft part of his ready money was cntruft- 
ed had deferted his creditors and retired into Sicily. 
Collecting, therefore, the fmall remains of his fortune, he 
bid adieu to Tyre, and, led by Adverfity through un- 
frequented roads, and forefts over-grown with thickets, 
he came at laft to a fmall village at the foot of a moun- 
tain. Here they took up their abode for fome time ; 
and Adverfity, in return for ail the anxiety he had fuf- 
fered, foftening the feverity of her looks, adminiftered 
to him the moft faithful counfel, weaning his heart from 
the immoderate love of earthly things, and teaching him 
to revere the gods, and to place his whole truft and hap- 
pinefs in their government and protection. She hu- 
manized his foul, made him modeft and humble, taught 
him to compadionate the diftrefTes of his fellow- creatures, 
and inclined him to relieve them. 

Volume II. Y 
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u I am Tent," faid (he, " by the gods to thofe alone 
•• whom they love: for I not only train them up by my 
•• fcverc difcipline to future glory, but alfo prepare them 
" to receive with a greater reiifh all fuch moderate en- 
" joyments as are not inconfiftent with this probation- 
" ary (late. As the fpider, when availed, feeks (helter 
•* in its inmoft wcb f fo the mind which I afilift con- 
" tra&s its wandering thoughts, and flies forhappinefi 
'• to itfelf . It was 1 who raifed the characters of Cato, 
" Socrates, and Timoleon, to fo divine a height, and fet 
" them up as guides and examples to every future age. 
" Profperity, my failing, but treacherons, fifter too fre- 
" quently delivers thofe whom (he has (educed to be 
" fcourged by her cruel followers Angui(h and Despair ; 
" while Adverfity never fails to lead thofe who will be 
" inftru&ed by her to the blifsful habitations of Tran- 
" quillity and Content." 

Uranio liftened to her words with great attention ; 
and as he looked earnestly on her face the deformity of 
it feemed infenfibly to decreafe. By gentle degrees his 
averfion to her abated ; and, at laft, he 'gave himfelf 
wholly up to her counfel and direction. She would 
often repeat to him the wife maxim of the pnilofopher, 
" That thofe who want the feweft things approach 
•< neareft to the gods, who want nothing." She ad- 
monifhed him to tnrn his eyes to the many thoufands 
beneath him, inftead of gazing on the few who live in 
pomp and fplendoar ; and in his addrefles to the gods, 
inftead of afking for riches and popularity, to pray for 
a virtuous mind, a quiet ftate, an unblameable life, and 
a death full of good hopes. 

Finding him to be every day cnore and more com- 

pofed and refigned, though neither enamoured of her 

face, nor delighted with her fociety, (he at laft addrefT- 

ed him in the following manner : 

" As gold is purged and refined from drofc by the 
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"fire, fo is Adverfity Cent by Providence to try and 
" improve the virtue of mortals. The end obtained, 
" my talk is finished • and I now leave yon, to go and 
" give an account of my»charge. Your brother, whole 
" lot was Profperity, and whofe condition you fo much 
" envied, after having experienced the error of his 
" choice, is at lad releafed by Death from the mod 
" wretched of lives. Happy has it been for Uranio, 
•* that his lot was Adverfity, whom if he remembers 
" as he ought, hi&life will be honourable, and his death 
«« happy/' 

As (he pronounced thefe words {he vanifhed from 
hrs fight. But though her features at that moment, 
rnftead of infpiring their ufual horror, feemed to difplay 
a kind of langoifhing beauty, yet as Uranio, in fpite of 
his utmoft efforts, could never prevail upon himfelf to 
love her, he neither regreted her departure nor wilhed 
for her return. But though he Rejoiced in her abfence, 
he treafured up her counfels in his heart, and grew 
happy by the pradice of them. 

He afterwards betook himfelf again to merchandife; 
and having in a fhort time acquired a competency fuffi- 
cient for the real enjoyments of life, he retreated to a 
little farm, which he had bought for that purpofe, and 
where he determined to continue the remainder of his 
days. Here he employed his time in planting, gardening, 
and husbandry, in quelling all diforderly paflions, and in 
forming his mind by the leflbns of Adverfity. He took 
great delight in a little cell or hermitage in his garden, 
which flood under a tuft of trees, encompafled with 
eglantiae and honeyfuckles. Adjoining to it was a 
cold bath, formed by a fpring iffuing from a rock, and 
over the door was written, in large characters, the fol* 
lowing infeription : 

Beneath this roofs-grown roof, within this cell, 
Truth, Liberty, Contest, and Virtue dwell : 

Y 2 
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Say, you who dare this happy place difdatn, 
What palace efen difplay To fair a train ? 

He lived to a good old age, and died honoured and 
lamented. 



Numb. 85. Thursday, Aug. 1$, 1754. 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. 
SIR, 

I A M a young country bride of eighteen, (if I may 
call myfelf a bride after having been married a 
month and tw6 days) ; and if my hufband, who every 
body fays is the handfomeft and bed-made man in the 
country, does not flatter me, I am as agreeable as youth, 
health, good features, a clear (kin, and an eafy fliape, 
can make me. We both married for love ; and I may 
venture to fay that no couple in the world have been 
happier than we. But, alas J Mr Fitz-Adam, within 
this week the dear man has appeared to be unufually 
thoughtful and low-fpirited ; and the day before yefter- 
day he came booted to me at breakfaft, and told me 
that a fudden and unexpected affair had made it necef- 
iary for him to fet out that morning for his eftate in 
Berkfhire. ' 

As I thought it my duty not to pry into more than he 
had a mind to tell me, I only wi(hed him a fafe journey, 
and a fpeedy return, and faw him take horfe. 

I am u fed myfelf as well as I could the firftday of his, 
abfence by looking into family affairs. The fecond day 
I was vifited by a widow lady in the neighbourhood, 
who, from a vaft flow of fpirits, and a particular freedom, 
of fpeech, is thought by our fober country people to be 
a very odd kind of a lady, " My dear creature j^faid! 
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fhe, running up to me and faluting me, " I heard you 

" were alone, and thought it would be a charity to 

" vific the forfaken and afflicted." " Indeed Madam," 

anfwered I, with a (igh, " I am fooliflily out of fpirits," 

■• Nay," fays (he, " my*dear, I am far from blaming 

" you; the abfence of a hufband a month afcer raar- 

<( riage is as bad as bis death would be fome years 

" hence." « € How, Madam," interrupted I, «• do you 

think — ?" " Nay, nay, no grave faces," (he replied ; 

" I only fpeak for rayfelf. i had not been married to 

" Major Machoney three weeks before he was ordered 

•• away with his regiment to Flanders; and I aflure you 

" that the news of his death four months after did not 

" (hock me half fo much as our firft parting." " You are 

•* not in earneft !" cried I, with aftonifhment. " Why 

not ?" faid (he. " But I (hould have told you, my dear, 

«' that he had loft a leg and an arm the week before; fo 

" that I was quite prepared : and indeed it was always 

" a fentiment of mine, that a brave man had better be 

«« dead than difabled. But pray," continued (he, fmi- 

ling, and looking oddly with her eyes; " where is your 

" hufband, child ?" I told her, bufmefs had called him 

into Berkftiire. " Yes, yes," fays (he, " we all knoxr 

•' his bofinefs. Have you never heard of his having 

" an uncle in that county ? Depend upon it, my dear, 

«' he is gone to fee his uncle." 

I was greatly farprifed at hearing of my hu(band*s 
uncle, having never received the leaft hint from him 
that he bad any fuch relation; and of this Mrs Mac- 
honey would give me no other information, than by 
afTuring roe, that, to her certain knowledge he was 
to fee this uncle. 

A particular friend of my hufband's dropt in upon us 
at this inftant, who, upon my inquiring after this uncle, 
and if he had heard his friend talk of making him a 
vifit, feemed to be of the widow's opinion, though he 
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could not take upon him to anert that he had ever feen 
him, or fb orach as knew in what part of Bcrkflure he 
lived. 

I began now to grow nneafy ; for as I had been mar- 
ried in the face of the world, and as none of my own 
relations were (baug e u to my hnfband* I thought it a 
little odd that any of his mould be fo to me. Bat I was 
foon eafed of this perplexity by being thrown into a 
greater. As I have conftantly taken in your papers, it 
occurred to me all at once, that this ancle, whom my 
hufband was gone to vifit, was no other than a Welch 
uncle, who, according to the fifty-fixth number of the 
Woild, is one who officiates in genteel families in 
the capacity of a Hearer. And now it went tq my 
very heart to think that I had fo tired my hu(band by 
my talfcativenefs as to compel him to take a journey 
into Berkfliire in fearch of a Hearer, It is impoffible 
to tell you what pain it gave me. Yet furely fome allow- 
ance (honld be made for die prattling of a bride, who 
has a thoufand things to fay to a hufband which (he 
durft not to her lover. Bat whatever excufes may be 
made for me, either from my youth, my fex, my fond- 
nefs, or my love of talking, it gives me the mod pier- 
cing concern to know that I am the fole caufe of his 
taking this journey; and it is to tell him of this concern, 
and the amendment it has produced, that I trouble you 
with this letter; which, if it (houldfind him in his retreat, 
(for the World 1 am told is in almoft every part of 
England) may haften him to his home again, where he 
(hall find me for my whole life to come the moft willing 
of all Hearers. 

I allure you, Sir, I am not myfelf when I think on 
what I have done. Good Heaven ! I cry twenty times 
an hour, that in the very firft month of our marriage 
I fiiould have fent the dear creature upon a vifit to an 
Uncle ? I would do any thing, Mr Fitz-Adam, to pre- 
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▼cut the frequency of thefe vifits : and that he may 
know more of my mind than I can have courage to tel 1 
him any other way, I beg jour immediate publication 
of this letter ; which as it cannot be an entertainment 
to your readers, will be a proof of your great good- 
nature-, and the higheft obligation to, 
S I K., 

Your mod hnmble fervaut 

and admirer, 

S. W. 

Mr Fitz-Adam, 

Tour attempt in your fifty- feventh paper to refcue 
Paribus, Authors, and Cuckolds, from the contempt 
which the generality of mankind are too apt to enter- 
tain of them, was extremely generous and praife-worthy. 
It is in tjht triple capacity of Parfon, Author, and Cuc- 
kold, that I write this letter. By the will of my pa- 
rents I am a Parfon ; by my own wants I am an Au- 
thor; and by the wants of my wife I am a' Cuckold, 
So that were all or either of thefe profeflions in reality 
contemptible, as I am neither of them by choice, I 
ought in juftice toefcape the obloquy that attends them. 
In regard to my parents, (who are now at reft in 
their graves), I acquit them of any evil intention in 
making me a Parfon. Of oayielf I can truly fay, that 
my wants were fo urgent I mod either have ftarved 
or turned Author ; and as to my wife, every body who 
knows her will acknowledge her wants to have been 
equally urgent* by the pains fhe has taken to get them 
fupplied. 

But notwithstanding all thefe circumftances in my 
favour, and what is ftill mere, the honour you have 
done us by efpoufing our caufe, 1 do not find that I arr> 
one. jot the better treated. As a Parfon, I am preach- 
ing every Sunday to an audience faft afleep ; as an Au- 
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thor, the fquire of the parifli, and all thofc that hunt 
with him, are removing their handkerchiefs from the 
pocket that is next me as often as 1 fit down at table 
with them ; and as a Cuckold, the very children in the 
ftrcets are taugEt to hold up their fingers to their fore- 
heads, and butt at me as I pais by them. | 

No longer ago than yefterday I overheard my 
daughter Jenny, a girl of fir years old, inquiring of 
her mother what made Papa be fuch a Cuckold ; for 
that Mifs Maddox, and Mifs Tomlinfon, and aH the ' 
mines at fchool, faid that to be fure he mud be a fad 
man to be fuch a Cuckold. And two days ago my little 
boy, who is but a year older than his Mer, ran 
crying into the kitchin as I was chiding him for not 
faying his catechifm, and told the maid chat Papa had 
tofled him with his horns, A neighbour's daughter 
indeed, who is juft entering into her teens, tells me 
that (he fhould like a Cuckold for a hufband of all 
things, for that I am fo pure and good-humoured 
nothing can be like it. To fay the truth, I have hard- 
ly a friend in the world out of my own family, ex- 
cept this girl and an officer of the Blues, whofe quarters 
are within a few doors of us, and who often talks to 
my wife about a living which is in his father's gift, 
and which, upon the death of the prefent incumbent, 
he allures her ihall be mine. I know of no obligations 
that this gentleman is under to me, except that he 
has been remarkably lucky in horfe-flefh fince his co- 
ming into thefe parts ; and which it is faid he afcribes 
folely to his acquaintance in my family. But though 
I may now and then nav e given him my opinion, his 
fuccefs that way has been more owing to his own (kill 
than to any judgment of mine. 

But I am running my letter into length, when I on- 
ly intended to tell you, that your paper upon the three 
orders to which 1 belong, though well intended, has 
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failed of its effed : and to allure you that, in confide* 
ration of the intention, as a Pa Hon, I (hall pray for 
you ; as an Author, I fhall praife you; and as a 
Cuckold, I fhall be proud of an opportunity of making 
you acquainted with my wife. 
I am. Sir, 

lour obliged and 
' moft humble fervant, 

T.H, 



Numb. 86. Thursday, Aug. 22, 1754. 



Turn violaria, et 
Myrn*s,et omnis copia nariom, 
Spargewt olivetis odor cm, 
Fertiitbos domino priori. H»r. 

-While all around, 



Wafting their fragrance o'er the ground, 
Where flourifli'd once the olive (hade, 
And its rich matter's cares repaid, 
Tiie violet and myrtle greets the fenfe. 

Mr Fitz-Adam, 

WHEN I confider how remarkably the feveral pe- 
riods, in the rife and declenfion of ancient dates, 
have* been characterized by the varying manners of 
their people, I am apt to heJieve that an inquiry into 
the importance of our prefent tafte for flowers would 
be no very idle anduninterefting fpeculation. But as 
I would not willingly foreftal any abler pen on a fub- 
jedt that deferves to be con fide red by every patriot phi- 
lofophcr of the age, I (hall endeavour to confine my 
prefent animadversions upon it within the narrow com- 
pafs of my own private experience, and content myfeif 
with giving a fbort account of the motives wfcich in- 
Volume 1L Z 
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dnced trie tb commence a floriH at firft, and of the ad- 
vantages which I have firice derived frottr the office of 
my profeffion. 

It is oblervable^jthat the law* of decency and polite* 
nefs are, for the mod part,- nothing but mere local m- 
ftitutions, very much limited in their authority, and very 
arbitrary and fluctuating in their nature ; and that no 
one who offers himfelf a candidate for fame in matters 
of tafte and fafhion can focceed in his pretentions at 
fir ft, without accommodating them to the approbation 
of popular prejudice, or hold his reputation after he has 
once procured it, on any fafer tenure than the uncer- 
tain voice of the multitude. Now, I muft own, I ima- 
gined (and perhaps many have been as much deceived 
in this point as myfelf) that the vegetable virtuofo's 
credit was more particularly fubject to this precarious 
dependence, and that the chief fecurrty of its fupport 
cbnfifted only in the accidental concurrence of numbers 
in an unaccountable aftd tf iflitig ptirftiit. And ?t is very 
probable that I fhould never nave been convinced of 
the contrary, had I not been fortunately induced to 
purchafe a fmall. collection of flowers, in order to 
efcape the odious imputation of a taftelefs Angularity. 
But as many a commendable action has been under- 
taken at fir ft dn no better principle than the fear of 
ftame, which has afterwards been profecuted on a 
more generous motive, ib was I brought at length tor 
improve thsit collection, in confequence of my own 
thorough conviction of its great importance, which 
was originally procured m compliance only with the 
fancies of other people. 

Being rather of a contemplative turn, and not very 
apt to whittle away any of rny vacant time, I was not 
long in difcovering that the cultivation of flowers had 
in it a much finer mixture of the utile dulci than any 
other employment whatever. But before I attempt to 



*!?«. Tfl£ WOJtLD. i79 

&9W in what particular cefpedts it p moftly frited to 
iniiru& and delight, I would willingly remove two 
very common objections, aotwifrhftanding, as their ah- 
/ur.dity is alnioft as evident as any thing belonging to 
-$hem, they may be thought hardly worthy of my notice. 
$«ppefing tbejn, that fiicb an inconfide/ate and fuper- 
rficialobfesver of things may pofllhly be met with as (hall 
reckon it any disparagement to the intrinfic value of a 
J3owcr chat it is expofed to a great variety of accidents 
from the inclemency of the weather, and perpetually 
(fubje& to the irregular dominion of the folar influence, 
it will be fufficient to convince him of bis mulake, if 
Jae is not quite incapable of being cqnvinced at all, only 
juft to remind him of the uncertain condition of his 
.awn prosperity, and admonish him to reflect how little 
ifecure i*e is of being always pceferved from the oppref- 
4ive ftorens, or of enjoying the cogdant funibins, of For- 
tune. And if that other objection, drawn from the 
/uppofed Fanity of regarding any thing of fuch a Ihort 
juration as the bloom of a flower be admitted as con* 
clufive, it tauft unavoidably prove a great deal too 
*ni*ch> fince it will not only hold with equal force 
^gainil every temporal enjoyment, and all worldly fa- 
•4isfadions whatever, but (whicji I muft copfefs is a 
very (hocking consideration to me) will utterly annihi- 
late all thofe engaging qualities of the fair fez which 
are moft efientiajly neceflary to recommend them to 
pur lave and admiration. Let me add, moreover, that 
if there be (hat real fimilitude, which the frequency of 
the allufion .feems to make unquestionable, between 
human life and a flower, it follows, that no man can 
pretend to a right of defpifing the one that would be 
thought to place any value on the ptjjer. 

Nothing ought to be reckoned good any farther than 
as it contributes to our happinefs. The value we put 
ppon.any poffeffion or enjoyment is the only ftandard 

Z 2 
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that can be properly applied to determine its real worth. 
'Whatever, therefore, is beft fitted to adminifter delight 
to any particular perfon ought certainly to be regarded, 
by Hun at leaft, as the chief ingredient of xh&tjummam 
bonum> which, thoogh it be the common end of all our 
endeavours, has, however, been purfued by as many dif- 
ferent means as there have been different men. Bat 
fuppofing that no allowances were to be made in favour 
of lingular propenfities, yet he that can enlarge the 
fphere of bis enjoyments, by contracting the extent of 
his poffeffions, ooght, in all reafonable conftruclion, to 
be deemed a much happier man than he who, under 
a looiiin perfuafion that he is fecuring to himfelf an in- 
exhauftible fund of delight, (hall take inceffant pains to 
augment thofe riches, and extend thofe territories, which, 
after all, will as much difqualify him for enjoyment as 
an unwieldy corpulency of perfon would incapacitate 
him for expedition. And one eafily might produce 
many inftances of men who, by a prudent conversion 
of fuch incumberances into flowers; have received more 
fatisfa&ion from the produce of a fmall parterre than 
from the income of a large eftate ; and found themielves 
as completely happy as a Corycius, after they had once 
reduced their concerns to the eafy management of a 
(ingle acre. 

Folly may fugged what it pleafes ; but that alone 
ought to be efteemed a trifle which is of no consequence; 
whereas there is nothing in Nature unworthy of a wife 
man's regard, becaufe the moft inferior of all her pro- 
ductions may, in feme light or another, be made infiru- 
tnental to his improvement. 

Were we to reflecl, in a proper manner, on the correla- 
tive importance of fuch objects as may be thought ufelefs 
and indgnificant, when confidered only with regard to 
themieives, we fbould diicover a mediate fort of union 
between the wided links of that infinite chain which 
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holds together the conftituents of the imiverfe; we 
ihould perceive that all thofe things which are moftdif- 
finailarin every other refpecl, do, however, agree in that 
common deftination, whereby they become fo many 
equally important parts of one ftupendous whole ; and 
v/e ihould find as fit a place for the difcovery of truth 
in every flower-garden as in the celebrated groves of 
Cadmus. 

1 1 has been from this fchool that I have procured the 
fceft part of my philofophy ; and from this, too, have I 
learnt to improve and confirm my morals. The volume 
of Nature is fo full of paflages above the explication cf 
human learning, that the beft proof of our having fto- 
' died it with uncommon diligence and fuccefs mud con* 
fill, chiefly, in our being able to produce from it many 
uncommon inftances of our ignorance ; and I have the 

• vanity, or, I Ihould rather fay, the modefty, toboaft, that 

• I have discovered difficulties enough in one Angle leaf 
of it to clear up my underftanding from the ftupifying 
influence of a conceited fufficiency, and to improve my 
reafon into a perfect diffidence of its utmoft force and 
penetration. Nor have I a flower in my pofleffion that 
is lefs abounding in moral inftruclion than in beauty and 
fweetnefs. I cannot obferve that induftrious nicety with 
which the bee examines into every thing that comes in 
his'way without con fid en ng it as a reproachful admo- 
nition to myfelf ; and if I do not colled fome ufeful 
leflbn, that may fupport me under all the enfuing revo- 
lutions of my life, from every flower that fuch an infect 
can extract provifion from agajnft the future exigencies 
of his, I am ready to place it to the account of my ne- 
gligence, and to think myfelf guilty of the mod un- 
pardonable folly, in fuffering him alone to profit from 
that which 1 affume the abfurd privilege of calling my 
own. 

lp ibort, there is fuch a clofe affinity between a pro- 
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per cttlttaftto? if a flowec-gapde* and a right difciptioe 
of thejnind, {fcatrtts almoft impojfible for any thought- 
ful perion, fatt has nwfeie 997 proficiency in the one, 
H> avojd paying a dfie-ftteejttton to the other. That 
jfoduftry and cere which are fo requifite to cfawJc a 
garden from all fort? of weeds, will naturally faggeft 
tohim how much owe expedient k" would he to eycert 
the fame diligence in eradicating all forts of prejudices, 
follies, and vices, from the mind, where they wUI be as 
fore to prevail, without a great deal of care and cor- 
rection, «s common wpeds in a negle&e4 piece of 
ground. And a* ic requires more pains to extirpate 
fome -weeds than others, according as they are idogc 
firmly feed, more numerous, .or more naturalized to 
.the .foil 5 fo thofe {ante- will be found the moft difficult 
tp beiupprefled which hare .been of the lohgeft growth. 
; *nd taken the dejjpeft TQot ; which Jure moft predomi- 
nant in cumber, and moft congenial to the conftitotioju 



Numb. 87. Thu^sda.y, Aug. ap, 1754. 

^T^HERE is -no one fubjeit -that ♦has given foch fee- 
Jt quent ezercife tothe pens of my carofpoodents 

as che behaviour of fervants. Were I » to have pnblifli- 
ted.all the tetters Ihave received upon it, (not to mention 
.the abufes that have been fen t me for refufingto f&ake 
-thofe letters public), they would almoft have equalled 
r in number the letters that have been &nt f me upon all 

other fuhjecls. The plague of fervants is the phraie 
.in every body's mouth; yet how fond we are of increa- 
sing this plague, even to the deftru&ion of our for- 
tunes, may -be fecn in almoft every family that has any 

pretenfions to gentility* But I muft beg pardon of 
*thcfe corrcfponSeats.for thinking a little differently 
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from tbttA upo* this deepen ; or fatter for takiWg (He 
part of fervants in oppofition to their otefters. 

Having pa&d the greateft part of t&y 1& is families, 
and befog a ftrid (though I h6pe not an impertinent) 
obferver of all occurWoces £&*€ happen in them, I wag 
very early of opinion that the good or bad qualifies of 
fervants were generally to be ascribed to the conduit 
of their matters; and by repeated eapef i^ri^ea fince, I an* 
becdtne fo fanguine in this opinion*, that when 1 hate* 
a trand to ftudy any matter or roiftrefs- thoroughly, I 
obferve with circumfpectfon the par tic alar difpoftucm 
and behaviour of their fervants. If I find cheer fulhefs 
in their countenances* fobrtcty iri th-erii* Manners, ntet* 
nels in their perfons, readinefs in their attendance, and 
harmony among tbenafclves* I always conclude that the 
matter ot raiftrefs of fuch fcrfants have hearts which 
(according to a fignifidarit expreffion id low life) ly in 
tie right places. On the contrary, wherever 1 fee fer- 
vants with fullehnefs or ill-nature in their todks* with 
ilothfulneis in their motions, or flovenlinefs in their 
clothes ; or, above all, When I hear them quarrelling 
among themfelve* ; I conclude that they are copying 
the manners of thoft they fefvc, and that the matter 
and mtftrefs of that hoofe, whatever characters they 
may bear in the World* are difagreeable in themfeWes, 
and a plague to all about them. 

By this rule I am generally able to judge with what 
degree of eftimation I am received at the feveral tea- 
tables where I vifit. I look only at the fcrvant to know 
if I am a welcome gncft to his miftrefs and the family : 
if he opens the door to me with 1 look of indifference, 
ot feems flack in his attendance upon me, I fhdrten the 
time of my ftay, and lenen the number of my vifits at 
that houfe. Bat if he mows roe up (lairs with a good 
grace, or looks at me with attention while I am indul- 
ging an old man's fondnefe for prattling, I am as well 
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Satisfied of his miftrefs's regard for me as if (he had 

offered me her purfe. 

The Speftator, fpeaking of a family of fervants, fays, 
" That inftead of flying from the parts of the houfe 
" through which their matter is paffing, they induftri- 
M oufly contrive to place themSelves in his way." And 
I am intimate in a family where the only unpleafant 
hours that fervants know are thofe in which the ma- 
fter and mi ft re fs of the houfe are abfent. I have ob- 
served with great delight, when my friend and his lady 
have been ftepping into the coach for a journey of a 
few days, that the men and maid fervants have been 
crowding to the door, and with tears in their .eyes 
waiting for the lad kind nod as they have driven from 
the houfe. It has done my heart good when, in the 
abfence of their mafter and miftreSs, I have looked in 
upon thefe honeft people, to fee with what eagernefs 
they have run to me to inquire, every one at once, if 
1 bad heard any news of their benefactors, and at what 
time they would return. It would be unneceilary, af- 
ter what I have faid of thefe fervants, to enter upon 
the character of the mafter and miftrefs ; I (hall content «* 
my felf with -obferving, that if all thofe who have fer- 
vants were of the fume diSpofition with the people I am 
fpeaking of, I lhould hardly have had occafion to 
write upon this Subject. 

Seneca fays of fervants, cf That they are a kind of 
«• humble friends." (Not according to the modern ac- 
ceptation of humbj^riends ; for by Such are meant thofe - 
who are to be ftiumore dependent on our humours, 
and who, in return for precarious meat and drink, are 
to think, fpeak, and act, exactly as we would have them.) 
He goes on to obferve, " That it is the part of a wile. 
" and good man to deal with bis inferior as he would* 
" have his Superior deal with 'him; Fqrtune having no 
• c more power over fervants than over their maftera: 
1 
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•• and he that duly confiders how many fervants have 
** come to be matters, and how many mailers co be fer- 
" vants, will lay no great (Irefs of argument either upon 
" the one or upon the other. Some ufe their fervants 
" worfe than beads, in flavifh attendances between their 
" drink and their lulls ; as if they were not made of 
" the fame materials with their mailers, or to breathe 
" the fame air, or to die under the fame conditions. It 
" is worthy obfervation- (continues he) that the moil 
" imperious mailers over their own fervants are at the 
" fame time the moil abjelt {laves to the fervants of 
" other mailers. I will not diitinguiih a fervant by his 
"- office, but by his manners; the one is the work of 
«• fortune, the other of virtue." 

Thus far fays Seneca : and indeed the wretchednefs 
of fervitude is altogether owing to the pride of fuperi- 
ority ; a pride which, if properly exerted, would appear 
in making thofe happy whom Fortune has made depen- 
dent upon us for favour and fupport. This indeed 
-would be the pride of man ; and 1 have always conft> 
dered it as a principal happinefs of every mailer, that 
Heaven has placed him in a fituation to make life eafy 
and comfortable to thofe whofe lot it is to depend upon 
him for bread. 

For my own part, I have always been of opinion 
that the mailer is as much obliged to the fervant, who 
acquits himfelf in his office with diligence and faithful* 
nefs, as the fervant to the mailer tor his indulgence. 
But in the common opinion it is otlferwife: and the per- 
formance of thofe duties which ihall entitle the fervant 
to a reward in heaven, ihall be inefficient to procure 
him either a civil word, or a kind look, from his impe- 
rious mailer. 

How contrary a behaviour is that of the family a* 
bove mentioned ! If a fervant has done his duty, he is 
Aire to be commended for it: if, through incapacity or 

Volume II. A a 
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inadvertency he has committed a fault, it is ipa&d over 
with good-humour; or if, through careleflnefs or de* 
fign the admonitions he receives are the admonitions 
ot a friend, who advifes him, for his own fake, to 
amendment, and encourages him to fet about it by gen* 
tlenefs and pcrfuafion. It may be worth the mention- 
ing, that my friend's, butler was cured of * violent in* 
dinatibn to fotting by having the keys of the cellar de- 
livered to his keeping; and that the houfekeeper, who 
is one of the moft thoughtful and difcreet matrons I 
know of, was one of the giddieft girls alive, till the af- 
fairs of the family were thrown into her hands. 

I do not mean to infinuate, by thefe circurnftances, 
that every drunken footman ihould keep the keys of his 
mailer's cellar, or that every madcap of a maid (hould 
be intruded, by way of fobering her, with the manage- 
ment of a family; 1 only mentioned them to (how that 
even vices and follies are fometimcs to be cured by good 
ufagc; andiffo, how greatly may, good qualities be 
improved by the fame indulgent behaviour ! 

I have (aid, in a former paper, that people are morv 
likely to be praifed into good qualities than to be rail- 
ed out of bad ones: and I hate always found, that to 
commend a fervant for doing right (and every fervant 
does right fometimcs) has had a much better effeft than 
chiding and complaining when he has happened to do 
wrong. To cheriih the defire of pleating in a fervant 
you moft (how him that you are pleafed ; for what en- 
couragement is there for his perfeverance, unleft yotz 
tell him at firft that he is in the right way ? 

To conclude this fubjelt, I would have fervants con- 
fidered as reafonable beings; as thofe who, though 
they have the frailties of men, have alfo their virtues, 
their affections, and feelings; that they can repay good 
offices with gratitude, and ill ones with negled ; and 
that they are intitled to oar favour, till they hare de- 
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£rved o«r diipleafure. I (hail only add, for the infor- 
mation of my correfpondcnts, that I (hall pay no re- 
gard to the complaints that are fent me againft bad 
iervants, unlets I am thoroughly convinced that they 
come from good matters. 



Numb. 88. Thursday, Sept. 5, 1754. 

To Mr Fitz-Adam. . 
S I R, 

FROM a full conviction that your ears are always 
.open to the affli&ed, I prefume to fend you the do- 
ry of my diftrefs, which is left to your difcrction whe- 
ther or no it be deferving of public commiferation. 
Previous, however, to what relates immediately to my* 
ielf, be fo kind as indulge an elderly man, whofe infir- 
putyis to be talkative, and who delights in along train 
of animadverfions upon every interefting occurrence. 

At the creation ©f your Wprld your modefty fuggeft* 
«d, that the advantages accruing from it might enable 
you in due time to keep a one-horfe chair, and that, as 
tfoon asjou were in pofleflion of this vehicle, you would 
invite the reader to a feat in it, and occafionally make 
the tour of the adjacent villages. But whether you are 
enabled to fet up this equipage or not, I would advife 
-70U, at this feafon of the year, to withdraw your laud- 
•able purpofe-of reforming vice in Town, and to let your 
-endeavours be dire&ed to confirm virtue militant in the 
country. Drinking, gaming, atheifm, and the minor 
vices, which from time immemorial have more or lefs 
fwarmed in our capital, have been combated by the 
moft eminent divines, moral ifts, and poets, and all to 
no purpofe. For my own part, I cannot help looking 
wpoaaimoft.cvery fpecrcs of dinolutenefi as a kind of 
A a a 
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plague t and if I was worthy of advifingthe legiflature, 
I fhould propofc that a line of circumvallation might 
be made at the diftaoee of five miles all round the Town, 
and a guard appointed, to prohibit all perfons betray-* 
ing the lead fymptom of any of thefe epidemical difeafes 
from paffing the line. Provided always, that in cafe 
a radical cure (hall be effected on a patient or patients, 
he, (he, or they, on a proper certificate, declaring them 
free from all infection, may be privileged to quit thofe 
noifome quarters, and retire into the country. I can 
think of no other method by which the miferable ob- 
jects that range under the feveral denominations of game - 
fters, f wearers, liars, drunkards, coxcombs, fafhion- mon- 
gers, &c. in either fex, may be excluded all communica- 
tion with thofe who are untainted. 

A con fi derate perfon cannot pafs a coxcomb in his 
walks without being fen fib ly hurt at the reflection that 
fuch a calamity is incident to human nature. Thefe 
deplorable creatures are incapacitated from concealing 
their complaint: a primary fymptom is a total fuppref* 
iion of every reafonable thought; after which, there can 
be no wonder if, when they are become fools, they put 
on the habit of their order, and continue to fatigue the 
invention of their tradeftnen with a view to beguile the 
tedioufnefs of time. 

What, Mr Fitz-Adam, (hall we fay to thofe perfon s 
who will Aibje<$ themfelves to infection by a communi- 
cation with fuch wretches ? I could as foon pay a viut 
to a man born deaf and dumb, for the fake of conver- 
sation, as deceive myfelf with the idea of improvement 
with one of thefe coxcombs. The notoriety of the fympr 
toms attending this difeafe makes it needlefs to recite 
them all ; a vaft pomp of drefs, an habitual contraction 
of the mufcles to a grin,* with a continual incoherent 
Icind of prattle, are fo many chara&eriftics of their dif- 
tempcr. And, I fear, the validity of our plea would h$ 
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rejected, (herald we urge that we fell inadvertently into 
their company ; fince they generally carry their heads, 
like thofe of poftson a foot-path, fufficiently whitened, 
to deter even the moil heedlefs from Humbling on them 
in the dark. 

Among the feverai peftilences which constitute the ge- 
neral plague, no one is of equal fatality with that of 
faChion. Thofe who are feized with this phrenfy.as they 
are the raoft numerous, fo are they the moil extrava- 
gant in their actions. The females difcQver their being 
tainted by every gefticulation of a Coufin Betty. They 
wear no cap, and only fubftitute in its room variety of 
trumpery ribbands, tied up with no other propriety than 
the prefent fit (hall happen to direct. Let your eye tra- 
vel over the whole perfon, and, by the difpofition of the 
drefs, you will no longer hefitatc if the imagination is 
difturbed. By what means, Mr Fitz-Adam, except by 
the effects, (hall we determine the mens [ana ? and what 
judgment ought we to pafs upon thofe crowds of fe- 
males, who are every day tottering along, the public 
walks upon peg-heels? Nothing, furely, can be more re- 
pugnant to common (enfe than this contrivance in the 
ladies to weaken their fupport, who had before too great 
an aptitude to fall. If there can be any reafon affigned 
for foftrange a conduct, it rauft be this, that they thought 
it neceflary to diminiih the bafe after they had lighten- 
ed the capital. 

It would be a downright arraignment of your faga- 
city to imagine, that the malignant confequences an- 
nexed to this diftempcr are unnoticed by you. An ob- 
ject, whofe entire mafs of blood is corrupted by fafhion, 
becomes not Unworthy the cognizance of the higher 
powers as the mod prejudicial being to a civil fociety. 
In order to think as I do, you need only to confider 
• what are the evils confequential to fafhion. Are they 
pot thofe of folly, pride, extravagance, gaming, and 
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dtflionefty? Pcrfons affli&ed with this malady are apt 
to imagine themfelves under no obligation to pay their 
juft debts; while thofe contraded at a gaming-table are 
to be difcbarged with all the punctuality of honcfty. 

Thefe reflections, Mr Fitz- Adam, are the refult of a 
heart-felt concern for the good, of ray country. The 
profpejrous growth of every kind of iniquity cannot fail, 
in the end, of endangering her political health. One 
fhould be apt to believe, that our own foil was not 
pregnant with vice, while we are daily adopting every 
exotic folly. Our natural enemy, even antecedent to con- 
queft, is knpofing upon us, not only her language, but 
her manners and drefs. A fnperficial view of the hiftory 
of old Rome will prefent us with every fimilar eircum* 
ftanee of corruption.— God forbid a fimilar fate Should 
overtake us ! 

I have hitherto fupprcffed an inclination to trouble 
you with my difapprobation of the times; and nothing 
Ms than an open violation of all the laws of decency, 
good fenfe, and doty, in my own family, could have 
prompted me to enlarge the lift of your corrcfpondents, 
1 am now, Sir, at my paternal eftate, where I eon ft ant - 
ly Tefide, unlefs fome unavoidable occurrence breaks in 
upon my retirement, and calls me to Town. In tbcyoung- 
er part of my days, by virtue of public employments, I 
was admitted to a pretty large commerce with man- 
kind ; but, on my father's deceafe, fatiated with the 
pleafures of high life, I withdrew in my forty •firft year 
to the plate I now write from . I am confcious of no very 
material imprudence that I have been guilty of except 
my marriage, which has (haded my vifionary profpec? 
of happtnefs with the heavieft difquietude. Two daugh- 
ters only are the iflbe of this marriage ; who, thanks to 
the tuition of their mother, are not wanting in any fingle 
accemplifhmentof modifh education. They4peak French 
before they qadcrftand EngHfh, and play at cards for 
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pounds, withtmt knowing the value of a faslKag t and* 
in a word, by a Patrician difrelifli of economy, iptak 
themfeives the incontefted children of Sir Pope Pedi- 
gree's daughter. I forbear to mention the manner in 
which (with their mother's connivance) they afftlt to 
expo& the obscurity of my family; becanfe I maft ac- 
knowledge it to have been dcfthote of the honour of a 
dignified fpendthrift, or an illuftrious fuicide. 

Having lived fo long a voluntary exile from the bean 
tnondc, my maxims are exploded as quite obfoletc. My 
wife and daughteres are perpetually anuring me that 
I a& in no refpecl like any of my polite neighbours. 
I will not difpute that they have fome colour of truth 
for this auertion; for you muftbefenfible, Mr Fitz-Adam, 
that it is no eafy matter for a man in his grand climac- 
teric to diveft himfelf of old accuftomed prejudices ; and 
though I profefs all imaginable deference to my great 
neighbours, they moft excufe the awkward particula- 
rity I have of paying my debts, and of obfttnatcly per- 
fevering in going now and then to church. Betides what 
I have mentioned, I have the peculiar felicity of fee- 
ing that nothing which either my anceftors or I have 
done, within or without doors, is in the Jeaft corre- 
fpondent with my family's tafte. The garden is a de- 
voted victim to their caprice: laft fummer they creeled 
In it a Chinefc temple, but it proved too cold to be in* 
habited. In the winter, ail my ChrHlmas blocks went 
to the compofition of a hermitage, which is only te- 
nanted by my girts, and the female hermits of tafte of 
their acquaintance. This fpring I narrowly efcaped 
the reputation of building a ruin in my park : but 
luckily, as my workmen were lopping fome of my trees, 
they opened, by mere accident, a profpe& to my Lord 
Killdollar's houfe, the noWeft, perhaps, and moft na- 
tural ruin extant. 

It is impoflzble for yon to conceive the inftaaces I 
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could enumerate ; but not to tire your patience by a long 
detail of grievances, I {hall clofe my letter with obser- 
ving, that I fee a fucceffion of them before me, while 
my wife is above polluting the blood of the Pedigrees, 
by admitting into her compofition the leaft tincture of 
affability, and while my daughters are in a fair way of 
dying unmarried by their polite behaviour and mere- 
tricious ftyle of drefs. If the reafonablenefs of my com- 
plaint (hould obtain the fanction of your approbation, 
and be countenanced in the World* it will in fbaie 
meafure alleviate the affliction of, SIR, 

Your conftant reader and admirer. 



Numb. So. Thursday, Sept. 12, 1754. 

IT has been the conftant practice, ever fince I can re- 
member, for people to recommend the particular 
wares they deal in, by fetting forth that they are more 
cffentially neceffary at the prefent time than they were 
ever known to be in times paft. The Doctor, to recom- 
mend his Elixir for the nerves, addrefles you with, 
" Never were nervous decays, &c. fo frequent as at 
fl prefent." The man of learning prefaces his difcourfe 
upon occult qualities with, " Never was there fo total 
u a decay of literature as at prefent :" and the Divine 
introduces his volume of fermpns wkh, " Never did fin 
** and folly abound fo as at prefent." 

But though this method may be a very good one, and 
may have contributed greatly to the mcreafe of trade, I 
have always confidered it as fome what bordering upon 
craft, and have therefore rejected it to purfue a con* 
trary practice. . Never was mankind fo good as at pre* 
fenc I fay again and again ; for however unwife or un» 
• righteous the people of thefe nations may .hare been 
2 
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two years ago, it is hardly to be conceived how greatly 
they are improved in their underftandings, and amended 
in their morals, by the cxtenfive circulation of thefe my 
lucubrations. 

Many perfons are of opinion (I fnppofe from the ef- 
fects which they find to have been produced in them* 
felves) that every individual of my readers has been in 
fomerefpect or other the better for me: but this, perhaps, 
may be carrying the matter a little too far; and indeed I 
have a private reafon for thinking that there may be 
here and there one who, though a confiderable reader 
of thefe excellent Efftys, has received no benefit from 
them at all. There are people in the world who, be* 
caoie they pride t hemic Ives upon contradicting an efta- 
blitfied opinion, have fuggeftcd, in a whifper, that this is 
not abfolutely and to all intents and purpofes the very 
beii paper that has hitherto been publithed in any age 
or country. And to confefs a truth, which will, no 
doubt, be as furprifing to my readers as it was to me, 
I have actually received a letter, written in fober fad* 
nefs, and without the leaft intention to be witty, infi- 
nuating that I am growing dull, and advifing me to 
lay down my paper while I can do it with honour. 
But as i have hitherto found my wit to be inexhauftible, 
and as I have now, as much as ever, the good of my 
country at heart, i am willing to continue thefe my 
labours while there are the lea it gleanings of folly re- 
maining, and till i can have the glory of effecting a 
thorough reformation. 

To follow this great and laudable defign, I mail beg 
of my correfpondenis to be very diligent m their inqui- 
ries after what is doing in Town, and that they will ne- 
glect no opportunity of transmitting, me all the intelli- 
gence they can get* I fliould be glad to know, among 
other matters of coufequence, if there is yet any fuch> 
thing as. pla^ going on at White's, i ihould like alfe 

Vtlume I!.' B b 
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to hear that the proposal far eftabfifting feelures m <i» 
vinity and moral philofophy next winter ia the great 
toon at St James's coweehooic has met with the ap* 

probation ot the whole club. The repeated aJTaranect 
which k am daily receiving tl*at fornication and adul- 
tery are entirely at; a ftand in this great metropolis are 
highly agreeable te me ; as alio that the great increase 
of bloom which has of late been fo very ob&rvable on; 
the cheeks of ladies of fafhion is woolly owing te tbcw 
abhorrence of cards and late hoars. I hear with great 
felf-coogratttlation and delight from the City, that 
they arc hourly increaung in frugality and mduftry, 
and that neither Hazard, nor any unlawful game at 
cards, has been fo much as thought of at their clubs fe*» 
diis twelvemonth, paft. But, above attV i am charmed . 
with the accounts which 1 have from time to time re- 
ceived of the laft general election. That inflexible ab- 
horrence of bribery and corruption which fo vifibhp 
and uaivcvfaUy manifcftec} itself among alt ranks **mI 
orders of men* conftkuents as well as candidates, mud 
be am incoateftibfe proof of the conlummare virtue otT 
the prefcnt times. 

. From alt thefc happy connderations I am perfedrjr 
of opinion with the late Mr Whifton, that the Millen- 
nium, or, The kingdom of the juft upon earth, is verw 
near at hand. When that iong-expedted time arrives? 
I fhall confider the plan of this paper as complete, and 
conclude it the Tbupfdap following with a benediction 

to my readers. 

It has beea owing to this general reformation (which 
I flatter myfefct has, been principally brought about by 
thefe weekly Efiays) that I have thought fit to fopprefo 
certain letters, lately come to hand, which are filled 
with mod unr-eaibnahle complaints againft the iniquity 
of the times. One of thefe letters laments very empha* 
tWaiiy the great increafe of Popery among us, and begs 
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cbat I would poftpone every a&ufiAgtyeeatattai to at*- 

«ack with gravity Had argument the doftrifce of trah* 

iobftaatiattoo. The fame Jetctr recotaf&e&ch> in a poft- 

Jcrtpt, fbme nfecfTary alterations to be made in the Book 

arf €omm*» Ptaytt) and defires that my next paper 

may fee a* addfeis to the bithops upon that otoafton. 

iAaocher of theft letter* inveigh* bitterly agatoft the 

xmiverfality of ikktte-groaiids in t&e gardens of people 

-of faflwoa, and affores me that it is w> vam to hope for 

« reformation white gentlemen a*d hufiei, nay, evea 

tfee dergy themfelvcs, are mifpemdtog their time in the 

«ntti^ift4tffi«lUbodiv«flc«sofportenand<jkHhym«D. The 

letter figaed Dmw&i* complaifriag of Brunetta*i na- 

lodtaefs at church had hmg ago received a place in thefe 

Fapevs if t cotfkt have been eoaviAced that it had tefc 

-of ttvetttidn in ft than of reality $ for i am afcred fey 

a particular friend, who is a conttant frequenter of aH 

jroMie places, that fsace my related aurkwadverfioot on 

thai fcbjedt there fe not a pair of naked ftooiders to he 

feen either file lot* or sbofttfy. Ha proceeds farther to 

afiureme,that thofe excellent anttoadverfionshave given 

the ladles foch an aimonqueraWe averSdn to ail kinds 

of nakednefs, that a party of them, going this fummer 

from Richmond to Vaux-hall by water, chofe rather 

to fee a handforae young fellow go to the bottom, as 

he was attempting, to fwim acroft the Thames* than 

to take htm into their boat : and when the waterman 

begged for God's fake that they might fave the young 

man's life, the efdeft of the ladies protefted with great 

vehemence, that (he had rather the whole odious fex 

fhonld perilh, than have her modefty affronted with the 

fight of a naked man. 

Rut though every reformation of this kind is a fen 1 * 

Able pleafure to me, I am very far from attributing the 

whole mepk of it to myfetf ; on the contrary, it is with 

the utmoft pride fend Attisfaaion that I acknowledge 

B b 2 
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the many ajid great helps which I have received from 
correfpondents, whofe names, whenever they come to 
be mentioned hi this Undertaking, will reflect an ho- 
nour upon my own. It to is thefe gentlemen more than 
to myfelf that I am to aicribe the reformation above 
.mentioned : and becaufe, as I faid before, in fpite of 
our endeavours to make mankind perfecV there is dill 
perhaps alittlefprinkling of folly remaining among us ; 
and as the Millennium may poflibly be at a much greater 
diftance than Mr Whifton and I have fo fanguinely ima- 
•gined it to be ; and, moreover, confidering the compa- 
rative weaknefs of my own abilities ; I hereby requeft 
and entreat of my correfpondents that they will continue 
to favour me with their aflidance in this work, which 
/•will mod certainly be brought to a conclufion on the 
very firft Thurfday after the faid Millennium (hall com- 
mence. 

I cannot (how myfelf more in earned upon this occa- 
fi n. than by clofing my paper with the following 
tumble addrefs to one of its ableft fupporters, 

ADAM FITZ-ADAM to the *»* of **♦. 

With grateful heart Fitz-Adam greets ye. 
And in thefe rhymes, my Lord, intreats ye, 
That you once more the World would prop, 
Which, but for ftrength like youths, muft drop : 
For I, grown weak, and fomewhat older, 
Feci it too heavy on my (houlder: 
And well I may ; for Bards having fung, 
That giant Atlas, huge and ftrong, 
Oft found his World too great a Toad, 
And afle'd affi fiance of a God, 
Who eas'd his back with little pain, 
And fet the World to rights again. 
So 1 from You, my great A Icicles, 
(Whofe aim my glory and my pride is) 

Requeft, my Lord You know my drift—— 

That you would lend me t'other lift : 
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Tour fmalleft efforts is enough, 
The fame you ufc in taking feoffs 

You fqiile, my Lord -indeed 'its true, 

A finger and your thumb will do. 

Numb. 90. Thursday, Sept. 19, 1754. 

AN old friend and fellow-ftudent of mine at the 
nniverfity called upon me the other morning, and 
found me reading Plato's, Sympofion. I laid down my 
book to receive him, which, after the firft ofual compli- 
ments, he took up, faying, " You will give me leave 
•* to fee what was the objeft of your ftudics." " No- 
u thing lefs than the divine Plato," faid I, " that ami- 
•' able philofopher — " " With whom (interrupted my 
" friend) Cicero declares that he would rather be in the 
*' wrong than in the right with any other." «• I can- 
* not" replied I, " carry my veneration for him to that 
" degree of enthufiafm ; but yet, wherever i underhand 
H him (for I confefs I do not every where) 1 prefer him 
" to all the ancient philofophers. His Sympofion more 
" particularly engages and entertains me, as lfee there the 
" manners and charaders of the moft eminent men, of 
•* the politeft times, of the politeft city of Greece. And, 
" with all due refped to the Moderns, I much queftion 
** whether an account of a modern Sympofion, though 
" written by the ableft hand, could be read with fo 
" much pleafure and improvement J' " I do not know 
" that/' replied my friend ; " for though I revere the 
" Ancients as much as you poffibly can, and look upon 
" the Moderns as pigmies when compared to thofe 
l( giants, yet if we come up to, or near, them in any 
" thing, it is in the elegancy and delicacy of our con- 
" vivial intercourfe." 
I was the more furprifed at this doubt of my friend's, 
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becaafe T knew that he tfltptfcfcry ftbfaribed to; and 
fuperftittoufly maintained, all the articles of the claffical 
faith. I therefore atked him, whether he was ferious ? 
He anfwered me that he was: that, in his mind, Plato 
{pun out that fitty affair of tore too fine and too long; 
and that if I would bat let him introduce me to the dab 
of which he was an umvuiilij memb e r, he beli ev ed I 
Aould -at feaft entertain the fane doubt, or perhaps 
even decide in favour of the Modems. 1 thanked my 
friend for hia kindness, but added, that in whatever £> 
ciety he was an unworthy member I {aould be ftill a 
nore unworthy gueft. That, moreover, my retired 
and domeAic eum of life was as iaconfiftent with 
die engagements of a club as my natural taciturnity 
*mongk Grangers we«M betnMplaced in the midSt of 
all that feftnl mirth and g*ky, «« You mtftakc me," 
anfwered my friend %, •' every member of our dob has 
" the privilege of bringing one friend along with him, 
«♦ who is by no means thereby to become a member of 
*' it ; and as for youc taciturnity, we hate Jbme fiient 
« members who, by th* way, are none of our worn* 
44 Silent people never fpoil company, but, on the con* 
.*< tnuryv by being good hearers* encourage goodipcab- 
." ers." " But i have another difficulty," anfwered I, 
«* and that I doubt a very foMd one, which is* that 
" i drink nothing but water." M So much the worJefor 
«* yes," replied my friend, wfeo, by the by, loves his 
tootle raoft academically ; *• yarn will pay for the daret 
u yen. do not drink. We use na compulfion; every one 

«« drinks as little as he pleaJes " " Which I pre- 

4# fnrne," interrupted I* •' is as much as he can." " That 
«« is juft as it happens/' fmd e &£» "sometimes, it is 
*< tron we make pcetty good fittings ; but, for my own 
" part, I chufe to go home always before eleven; for, 
f cake my. word for it r it is the fitting up late, and 
■• not the drink, that deftroys the conftitution." As I 
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found chat my friend would have taken a refmaf ill, I 
told him, thatfor this crnee I would certainly attend War 
to the dob* but defired him to give me previeufiy the 
outlines of the characters, of the fitting members, that 
1 might know bow to behave myfirlf properly. " Your 
44 precaution*" faid he* «• is a prudent one, and i will 
•• make yon fo well acquainted wkh then beforehand, 
«• that yon (hall not (ceoa a Granger when, among them. 
«• Yon muft know, then, that onr cinb confifts of at leaft 
«• forty member* when complete. Of thefe many are 
■f now in the country; and hefides, we have fomc va» 
« caaciea which cannot be. filled op till ne*t winter 7 
« PaHiea and apoplexies havcof late, I don't blow why, 
* been pretty rife among us, and carried off a good 
M many. It is not above a week ago that poor Toner 
" Toaftwell fell on a ifldden under the table* as we 
" thoughton4yaltttkmdrink,bathewaseamedhome 9 
** and never fyoke more. Thofe whom you will pro*- 
« bftbly meet with to-day are, firft of all Lord Feeble, 
h a nobleman ei" admirable feafe, a true fine gentleman, 
" and, for a man of quality, a pretty claffic. Be baa 
"lived rather feft formerly, and impaired his conftitu- 
•* tion by fitting up late, and drinking your thin (harp 
" wines. Hcisftill what you call nervous, which makes 
«f him a little lowfpieitcd and referved at firft ; but he 
** grows very sftahle and cheerful asibonas he has warm* 
« ed his Aomach with about a bottle of good claret. 

" Sir TunbeUy Guzzle is a very worthy north-court* 
•' try baronet of a good eftate, and one who was be- 
" forehand in the world, till being twice chofen knight 
" of the (hire, and having in coniequence got a pretty 
M employment at court, he run out confidently.. He 
« has left off houfekeeping, and know upon a retrie* 
¥ vtngfeheme* He is the heaxticft, Jionefteft fellow It- 
«• ving; and though he is a man of very few words, I 
" can affure you he does not want fenfe. He h$d an 
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•« univerfity edncation, and has a good notion of the 
" daffies. The p<>or man is confined half the year ac 
" leaft with the gout, and has befides an inveterate 
•* fcurvy, which I cannot account for r no man can live 
" more regularly ; he eats nothing but plain meat, and 
" very little of that: he drinks no thin wines, and never 
" fits op late ; for he has his full dofe by eleven. 

" Colonel Culverin is a brave old experienced officer, 
" though but a lieutenant colonel of foot. Between* 
M you and me he has had great injuftice done him, and 
" is now commanded by many who were not born when 
" he came firft into the army. He has ferved in Ire* 
«' land, Minorca, and Gibraltar; and would have been 
" in all the late battles in Flanders had the regiment 
" been ordered there. It is a pleafure to hear him talk 
" of war. He is the beft-natiffed man alive, but a little* 
«,< too jealous of his honour, and too apt to be in a paf-- 
" fion; but that is foon over, and then he is forry for 
"it. I fear he is dropfical , which I impute to his drink- 
'.' ing your Champaigns and Burgundies. He got that 
« ill habit abroad. 

"Sir George Plyant is well born, has a genteel for- 
" tune, keeps the very beft company, and is to be fore 
" one of the beft-bred men alive : he is fo good natured 
41 that he feems to have no will of his own. He will 
" drink as Jittle or as much as you pleafe, and no mat* 
" ter of what. He has been a mighty man with the 
" ladies formerly, and loves the crack of the whip (Hit. 
" He is our newfmonger; for being a gentleman of 
«• the Privy Chamber, he goes to Court every day, and,- 
'< confequently, knows pretty well what is going for* 
" ward there. Poor gentleman i I fear we (hall not 
" keep him long; for he feems far gone in a confump* 
" tion, though the doctors fay it is only a nervous 
" atrophy. 

3y the Martin* - - - 
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« Will Sitfaft is the beuSnatured fellow living, and 
•« an excellent companion, though he fcldom (peaks; 
" but he is no fljncjicr* and fits every man's hand out 
" at the club, lie is a very good fcholar, and can 
«« write very pretty Latin vcrfes. I doubt he is in a 
*•- declining way ; for a para) y tic al ftroke has lately 
" twitched up one fide of his mouth fo that he is now 
*' obliged to take his wine diagonally. However, he 
" keeps up. his feiritt bravely* and never (hams his 
" glafs, 

" Doctor Carbuncle is an honeft, jolly, merry parfon, 
, " well-ajFecled tQ the government, and much of a gen- 
** tic man. He is the life of our club, inftead of being 
" the leaft restraint upon it. He is an admirable fcho- 
« lar, and I really believe has all Horace by heart ; I 
*« know he has him always in his pocket. His red face, 
«* inflamed nofe, and fwelled legs, make him generally 
" thought a bard drinker by (ho ft who do not know 
* c him; but I muft do him the juftice to fay, that I never 
" faw him difguifed with liquor in my life. U is true, 
" be is a very large map, apd can bold a great deal, 
<( which makes the Colonel call him pleafantly enough, 
'• a Veflel of Election. 

" The laft and leaft (concluded n>y friend) is your 
«* humble fervant, fgch as I am ; and if you plcafe we 
u will go and walk in the Park til) dinner-time." I 
agreed, and we fee out together. g u t jj eT c the reader 
will perhaps e*pe<2 t£at I (hould let him walk on a 
little while 1 give bis character. We were of the fame 
year of St John'sColiegeig Cambridge: he was a younger 
brother of a good family, was bred to the Church, and 
bad juft got a fellowfrip in the College, when, his elder 
brother dying, he fuceeeded to an eafy fortune, and re- 
folded to make iiqofelf eafy with it, that is, to do no- 
thing. As he had refided lohjg in College he bad con- 
tracted all the habits, prejudices, the lazinefs, the foak- 
VolumcIL Oct 
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ing, the pride, and the pedantry, of the cloyfter, which 
after a certain time are never to be rubbed off. He 
confidered the critical knowledge of the Greek and La- 
tin words as the utmoft effort ot the human nnderftand- 
ing, and a glafs of good wine in good company as the 
h igheft pitch of human felicity. Accordingly he paffes 
his mornings in reading the dailies, raoft of which he 
has lon£ had by heart, and his evenings in drinking his 
glafs of good wine, which, by frequent filling, amounts 
at lead to two and often to three "bottles a-day. I mull 
.not omit mentioning that my friend is tormented with 
the Gone, which misfortune he imputes to his having 
once drank water for a month by the prefcription of the 
late Doctor Cheyiie, and by no means to at leaft two 
qnarts of claret a-day for thefe laft thirty years. Tore- 
turn to my friend : "I am very much miftaken," faid he, 
as we were walking in the Park, " if you do not thank 
" me for procuring this day's entertainment; for a fee 
" of worthier gentlemen to be fure never lived.* M I 
•' make no doubt of it," faid I, " and am therefore the 
" more concerned when I refledr that this club of- wor- 
" thy gentlemen might, by your own account, be Hot im- 
" properly called an Hofpital of Incurables, as there h 
" not one among them who does not labour under fome 
" chronical and mortal dtftemper." w I fee what yon 
'< would be at," anfwered my friend, " you would in- 
" finuate that it is all owing to wine: but let raeaflure 
" you, Mr Fitz-Adam, that wine, efpecially claret, if 
" neat and good, can* hurt no mail." I did not reply- 
to this aphorifm of my friend's, which I knew would 
draw on too long a difcuffion, efpecially as we were juft 
going into the club-room, where I took it for granted 
that it was one of the great conftitiitional principles. 
The account of this modern Sympofion fliall be the fub- 
jc# of my next paper, 



I 
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Numb. 91. Thursday, Sept. 26, 1754. 



MY friend prefented me to the company in what 
he thought the moft obliging manner; but which, 
1 confefs, put me a little out ot countenance. " Give 
V me leave. Gentlemen/' faid he, •• to prefent to you 
*' my old friend Mr Fitz-Adam, the ingenious Author 
# of the World!' The word Author inftantly excited 
the attention of the whole company, and drew all their 
eyes upon me: for people who are not apt to' write them- 
selves have a Grange curiofity to fee a live Author. 
The gentlemen received me in common with thofe ge» 
ftures that intimate welcome; and I, onmy part, refpecU 
fully muttered {brae of thofe nothings which (land in* 
Head of the fometWng one fhould fay, and perhaps do 
fall as well. 

The weather being hot, thegentLemen were refreshing 
themfelves before dinner with what they called a cool 
tankard ; in which they fucceffively drank to me. 
When it came to my turn I thought 1 could not decently 
decline drinking the gentlemen's healths, which I did 
aggregately ; but how was I fnrprifed, when upon the 
fir it tafte. I difcovered that this cooling and retreihing 
draught was compofed of the ftrongeft mountain wine, 
lowered indeed with a very little lemon and water* but 
then heightened again by a quantity of thofe comfortable 
aromatics, nutmeg and ginger 1 Dinner, which had 
been called for more than once with fome impatience, 
was at la(l brought up, upon the Colonel's threatening 
perdition to the maftcr and all the waiters of the hou/c 
if it was delayed two minutes longer. We 'fat down 
without ceremony, and we were no fooncr fat dowu 
than every body (except triyfelf) drank every body's. 

C C2 
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health, which made a tumultuous kind of noife. I ob- 
ferved with furprite, that the common quantity of vine 
was put into glades of an ifflftsenfe fize and weight ; but 
my furprife ceafed when I faw -the tremulous hands 
that took them, and for which I fuppofed they were 
intended as ballaft. But even this precaution did not 
proteel the nofe of Dotfor Carbuncle from a fevere 
ihock in his attempt to hit his mouth. The Colonel, 
who obferved this accident, cried out pfeafantly, " Why, 
41 Doctor, 1 fiud you are but a bad engineer. While you 
•• aim at your mouth you will never hit It, take nay word 
" for it. A floating battery, to hit the mark, muft be 
•• pointed fomething above or bekyw it. If you would 
*' hit your mouth, direct your four-pounder at your 
u forehead, or your chin." The Doctor good-humour- 
cdly thanked the Colonel for the hint, andpromtfed htm 
to communicate it to his friends at Oxford, where, he 
owned, that he had feen many a good glafs of Port 
fpilt for want of it, Sir Tun belly almolt frailed, Sir 
George laughed, and the whole company fome how or 
other applauded this elegant piece of raillery. But, 
alas! things foon took a lefs pleafant turn ; for an enor- 
mous buttock of boiled fait beef, which had fucceeded 
the foupe, proved not to be fufficiemly corned for Sir 
Tunbelly, who had befpoke it, and at the fame time 
Lord Feeble took a diflike to the claret, which he 
affirmed not to be the fame which they had drank 
the day before ; it had no (ilkineft, went rough off the 
tongue, and his. Lordihip ihrewdly fufpectod that it 
was mixed with Benecarlo, or fome of thofe black 
wines. This was a common caufe, and excited uni- 
verfal attention. The whole company tafted it feriouily, 
and ever? one found a different fault with it. The 
matter of the houfe was immediately fent for up, exa- 
mined, and treated as a criminal. Sir Tunbelly re- 
proached him with the frefhnefs of the beef, while at 
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the fame time all the others fell upon him for the bad* 
nefs of his wine, telling him that it was not fit ufage 
for foch good cuftomcrs as they were, and, in fine, 
threatening him with a migration of the club to fome 
other houfe. The criminal laid the bl ame of the beef's 
not being corned enough upon his cook, whom he pro* 
tntfed to torn away ; and attefted jieaven and Earth 
that the wine was the very fame which they had all 
approved of the day before ; and as he had a foul to be 
faved was true Chateau Margoux. " Chateau devil/' 

faid the Colonel, with warmth; " it is your d d 

«• rough Chaos wine." Will Sitfaft, who thought hira- 
feff obliged to articulate upon this occafion, faid, he 
was not fore it was a mixed wine, but that indeed it 
drank down. " Tf that is all," interrupted the Dodor* 
u let us e'en drink it up then; or if that won't do, 
u fince we cannot have the true Falermim, let tw take 
M up for once with the vile Sahinum. What fay you, 
** Gentlemen, to good honeft Port, which I am convin- 
«* ced is a much wholefomer ftomach wine?" My 
friend, who in his heart loves Port better than any other 
wine in the world, willingly feconded the Dolor's mo- 
tion, and fpoke very favourably of your Portugal wines 
m general, if neat. Upon this fome was immediately 
brought up, which I oWervcd my friend and the Do&or 
flock to the whole evening. I could not help anting 
the Doctor if he really preferred Port to lighter wines? 
To whith he anfwered, " You know, Mr Fttz-Adam, 
•» that afe is fecond, nature, and Port is in a manner 
** mother's milk to me ; for it is what my Alma Mater 
" fuckles all her numerous progeny with." I filently 
afltnted to the Doctor's account, which 1 was convinced 
was a true one, and then attended to the judicious ani- 
m^dverfions of the other gentlemen upon the claret^ 
which were ftill continued, though at the fame timo 
they continued to drink it. I hinted my furprife a% 
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this to Sir Tunbelly, who gravely anfwered me, and 
in a moving way, M Why, what can we do?" •« Not 
'• drink it,*' replied I, " fince it is not good," " But 
" what will you have us do ? And how (bail we paf$ 
•• the evening ?" rejoined the Baronet. «« One eannot 
" go home at five o'clock." " That depends upon a. 
" great deal of ufc," faid I. " It may be fo, to a cer- 
•' tain degree," faid the Doctor. u Bat give me leave 
" to a(k yoo, Mr Fitz-Adam, you who drink nothing 
" but water, and live much at home, how do you keep 
€t up your fpirits?*' » " Why, Do#or," faid I, *« as I 
•• never lowered my fpirits by ftrong liquors, 1 do not 
" want to raife them." Here we were interrupted by 
the Colonel's railing his voice and indignation again ft 
the B urgundy and Champaign, fwearing that the former 
was ropy, and the latter upon the fret, and not with- 
out fome fufpicion of cyder and fugar-candy ; notwith-- 
(landing which, he drank in a bumper of it, Confufion 
to the town .of Briftol and the Bottle acl.* It was a, 
fhame, he {aid, that gentlemen could have no good 
Burgundies and Champaigns for the fake of fome in* 
creafe of the revenue /the manufacture of glafs bottles, 
and fuch fort of (tuff. Sir George confirmed the fame* 
adding, that it was fcandalous; and the whole com? 
pany agreed, that the new parliament would, certainly 
repeal fo abfurd an act the very firft feffion ; but if they 
did not, they hoped they would receive inftrudions to 
that purpofe from their copftitucnts. iC To be fure," 

faid the Colonel. " What a d d rout they made 

« about the repeal of the Jew bill, for which no body 
" cared one farthing J But, by the way," continued be f * 
" I think every body has done eating, and therefore 
" had not we better have the dinner taken away, and 
" the wine fet upon the table ?" To this the company 
gave an unanimous Ay. While this was doing, I aiked 
my friend, with feeming ferioufnefs, whether no part 
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of the dinner was to be ferved up again when the wine 
ihould be fet upon the table ? He feemed furprifed at 
1x1 j queftion, and a(ked me if I was hungry ? To which 
1 anfwered, No; bat aflced him, in ray turn, if he was 
dry ! To which he alfo anfwered, No. *• Then pray," 
replied I, " why not as well eat without being hungry, 
" as drink without being dry?" My friend was fo 
-ftunned with this that he attempted no reply, but flared 
at me with as much aftoniihment as he would have 
done at my great anceftor Adam in his primitive date 
of nature. 

The cloth was now taken away, and the bottles, glafTes, 
and difhclouts, put upon the table; when Will Sitfaft, 
who I found was a perpetual toaftm after, took the chair 
of courfe, as the man of application to bufinefs. He 
began the King's health in a bumper, which circulated 
in the fame manner, not without fome nice examinations 
of the chairman as to daylight. The bottle (landing 
by me, I was called upon by the chairman, who added, 
. that though a water-drinker, he hoped I would not 
refufe that health in wine. I begged to be excufed, and 
told him that I never drank his Majefty's health at all, 
though no one of his fubje&s wifhed it more heartily 
than I did. That hitherto it had not appeared to me 
that there could be the lead relation between the wine 
•I drank and the King's (late of health; and that. till I 
was convinced that impairing my own health would im- 
prove his Majefty's, I was refolved to preferve the ufe 
of my faculties, and my limbs, to employ both, in his 
fervice, if he could ever have octafion for them. 1 had 
fore'feen the coiiftqyences of this refufal ; and thougji 
my friend had anfwered for my principles, I eafily dis- 
covered an air of fufpicion in the countenances of the 
company ; and 1 overheard the Colonel whifper to Lord 
Feeble, This Author is a very odd dog. 
4 My ftiend was afiiamed of me ; but however, to help 
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me off as well as he could, he faid to me aloud, " Mr 
" Fitz-Adam, this is one of thofe angularities which. 
44 y ou ha ve contracted by living fo much alone." From 
this moment the company gave me up to my oddnefies, 
and took no farther notice of me. 1 leaned ulently 
upon the table* waiting for (though, to (ay the truth, 
without expecting) fome of that feftal gaiety, that urba- 
nity, and that elegant mirth, of which my friend had 
promifed fo large a (hare. Inftead of all which the 
converfation ran chiefly into narrative, and grew duller 
and duller with every bottle. Lord Feeble recounted 
his former atchievements in love and wine ; the Colonel 
complained, though with dignity, of hard (hips and in- 
juftice ; Sir George hinted at Tome important difcoveries 
which he had made that day at Court, but cautioufljr 
avoided naming names ; Sir Tunbelly (lept between gla(s 
and glafs ; the Doctor and my friend talked over college 
matters, and quoted Latin ; and our worthy preiident 
applied himfelf wholly to bufinefs, never fpeaking but 
to order ; as, " Sir, the bottle ftands with you ; Sir, 
" you are to name a toad; That hath been drank al- 
u ready; Here, more claret 1" &c % In the height of all 
this convivial pleafantry, which I plainly faw was come 
to its zenith, J ftole away at about nine o'clock, and 
went home ; where reflections upon the entertainment 
of the day crowded into my mind, and may perhaps be 
the fubject of fome future paper. 



Numb. 92. Thursday, Oct. 3, 1754. 

TH £ entertainment { I do not fay the diverfton) 
which I mentioned in my laft paper, tumbled my 
imagination to fuch a degree, and fuggefted fuch a V4- 
riety of iiidtfttB& ideas to my OHfld, (hat notwithftanding 
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pll the pains I took to fort and digeft I could not reduce 
them to method : I (hall therefore throw them out in this 
Paper without order, and juft as they occurred to me* 

When I confidered chai, perhaps, two millions of my 
fellow-fubjecls paired two parts in three of their lives 
in the very fame manner in which the worthy members 
of my friend's club pafled theirs, I was at a lofs to dis- 
cover that attra&ive. irrefiftible,and invifible charm (for 
I confefs 1 faw none) to which they fo deliberately and 
aflidtioufly facrificed their time, their health, and their 
reafon ; till dipping accidentally into Monfieur Pafcal, 
I read upon the fubject of hunting the following paffagc 
** What, unlefs to drown thought," fays that excellent 
writer, " can make men throw away fo much time upon 
" a (illy animal which they might buy much cheaper 
*« in the market ? It hinders us from looking into our* 
•* felves, which is a view we cannot bear." That this 
is often one motive, andlbmetimes the only one, of hunt* 
ing, I can eafily believe. But then it mud be allowed, 
too, that if the jolly fportfman, who thus vigoroufly 
runs away from himfelf, does not break his neck in his 
flight, he improves his health, at lead, by his ezercifc: 
but what other motive can poffibly be affigned for the 
Soaker's daily and ferioufly fwallowing his own deftruc* 
lion, except that of" drowning thought, and hindering 
" him from looking into himielf, which is a view he 
*' cannot bear ?" 

Unhappy the man who cannot willingly and frequent- 
ly converfe with himfelf; but miferable^in the higheft 
degree is the man who dares not. In one of thefe pre- 
dicaments mult that man be, who foaks and deeps away 
Jiis whole life. Either tired of himfelf for want of any 
reflections at all, or dreading himfelf for fear of the moft 
tormenting ones, he flies for refuge from his folly or his 
guilt to the company of his fellow-fufferers, and to the 
intoxication of ftrong liquors. 

Volume IL D d 
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Archbifliop TiHotfon aliens, smd very truly, that do 
man can plead in defence of fwearing that he was born 
of a fwearing conftitution. I believe the fame thing 
may with equal truth be affirmed of drinking. No man 
u born a drinker. Drinking is an acquired not a na- 
tural vice. The child when he firft talks ftrong liquors 
rejecte them with evident figns of dtfgoft ; but is iniea- 
fibly brought firft to bear, and then, perhaps, to. like 
them, by the folly of his parents, who promtfe them as 
an encouragement, and give them as a reward. 

When the coroner's inqueft examines the body of one 
of thofe unhappy wretches who drown themfelves ia 
a pond or river, with commonly a provifion of lead 
in their pockets to make the work the furer, the ver- 
dict is tithcrfelo defe, or lunatic. Is ie then the watery 
or the fuddennefs of the plunge, that conftttutes. either 
the madnefs or the guilt of the ace ? Is there any diffe- 
rence between a water and a wine fuicide ? If there be, 
it is evidently in favour of the former, which is never 
fo deliberate and premeditated as the latter. The 
Soaker jogs on with a gentler pace indeed, but to as 
fure and certain deftruclion; and, as a proof of his in- 
tention, would, I believe, upon examination, be gene* 
rally found to have a good deal of lead about htm too* 
He cannot aHege in his defence that he has not warn* 
ing, fince he daily fees, in the chronical didempers of 
all his fellow Soakers, the fatal efFecls of that flow poi- 
fon which he fo greedily guzzles : for I defy all thofe 
honed gentlemen, that is, all the hard drinkers in Eng- 
land, (a numerous body I doubt), to produce me one 
Angle inftance of a Soaker whole health and faculties 
are not vifibly impaired by drinking. Some, indeed, 
born much ftronger than others, hold it out longer, 
and are abfurdly quoted as living proofs even of the 
fclutary effects of drinking ; but I hough they have not 
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yet any of the raoft diftinguMbed charaSerifttcs of 
their profcfiion about them, though they have-not yet 
loft one half of themfelves by a hemiplegia, nor the ufe 
of all their limbs by the gout ; though they are but 
moderately mangy, and though the* impending dropfy 
nay not yet appear ; I will venture to affirm that the 
health they boaft of is at beft but an awkward ftate be- 
tween ficknefs and health : if they are not actually fick, 
they are not a&ivdy well ; and you will always find 
fome complaint or other inadvertently drop from the 
triumphant Soaker, within half an hour after he has 
aflared you that he is neither j!ck nor forty. My wife, 
who is a little fuperftitious, and perhaps too apt to point 
out and interpret judgments, (otherwife an excellent 
woman), firmly believes that the dropfy, of which mod 
Soakers finally die, is a manifeft and juft judgment upon 
them ; the wine they fo much loved 'being turned into 
water, and themfelves drowned at laft in the element 
they to much abhorred. 

A rational and fober man, invited by the wit and 
gaiety of good company, and hurried away by an un- 
common flow of fpirits, may happen to drink too much, 
and perhaps accidentally to get drunk ; hot then thefo 
{allies will be fliort, and not frequent. Whereas the 
Soaker is an utter ftranger to wit and mirth, and no 
friend to either. His bufinefs is ferious, and he applies 
himfelf ferioufly to it ; he fteadily purfues the numb- 
ing, ftopifytng, and petrifying, not the animating and 
exhilarating, qualities of the wine. Gallons of the Ne- 
penthe would be loft upon him. The more he drinks 
the duller he grows ; his politics become more obfeure, 
and his narratives more tedious and lefs intelligible ; 
till at laft maudlin, he employs what little articulation 
he has left in relating his doleful tale to an infenfiWe 
audience. I fear my countrymen have been too lpng 
noted for this mannerof drinking, fmce a very old and 
Dd 2 
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eminent French hiftorian, fpeaking of the Englffb, 
who were then in pofleffion of A qui tain, the promifed 
land of Claret, fays, lis fe faoulerent grandement, et fe 
devertirent moult trijientent a la mode de leurpais. 

A very (kiiful furgeon of my acquaintance aflured 
me, that having opened the body of a Soaker, who died 
of an apoplexy, he had found all the finer tubes and 
veflels plugged up' with the tartar of the wine he had 
{wallowed, fo as to render the circulation of the blood 
absolutely impofiible* and the folds of the ftomach fo 
ftiffened with it that it could not perform its functions. 
He compared the body of the di leafed to a fyphon, fo 
choked up with the tartar and dregs of the wine that 
had run through it as to be impervious. I adopted 
this image, which feemed to me a }uft one ; and 1 (hall 
for the future typify the Soaker by the fyphon, faction 
being equally the only bufmefs of both. 

An object viewed at once, and in its full extent, will 
fometimes ftrike the mind, when the feveral parts and 
gradations of it, feparatelyfeen, would be but little at- 
tended to. I (hall therefore here prefent the foctety of 
Syphons with a calculation, of which they cannot dis- 
pute the truth, and will not, I believe, deny the mode- 
ration ; and yet, perhaps, they will be furprifed when 
they fee the grofs fums of the wine they fuck, of the 
money they pay for it, and of the time they fofe in the 
courfe of feven years only. 

I reckon that I put a (launch Syphon very low when 
I put him only at two bottles a day, one day with an- 
other. This, in feven years, amounts to four thoufand 
four hundred and ten bottles, which makes twenty hogf- 
heads and feventy bottles. 

Suppofing this quantity to coft only four (hillings a 
bottle, which i take to be the loweftprice of claret, the 
fum amounts to eight hundred and eighty- two pounds. 

Allowing every Syphon but fix hours a«.day to fuck 
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his two bottles in, which is a fliort allowance, that time 
amounts to fix hundred and thirty-eight days eighteen 
hoars, one fall quarter of his life for the above-men- 1 
tioned feven years. Can any rational being coolly 
confider thefe three grofs futns, of wine, and, confe- 
quently, diftempcrs f wallowed; of money lavifhed, and 
time loft, without fhame, regret, and a refolution of 
reformation ? 

I am well aware that the numerous fociety of Syphons 
will fay, like Sir Tunbelly, What would this iellow 
have us do ? To which I am at no lofs for an anfwer : 
Do any thing elfe. Preferve and improve that reafon 
-which was given you to be your guide through this 
world and to a better. Attend to and difcharge your 
religious, your moral, and your focial duties. Thefe 
are occupations worthy of a rational being ; they will 
agreeably and ufefully employ your time, and will ba- 
nifh from your breads that tirefome liftleflhefs, or thole 
tormenting thoughts, from which you endeavour, the' 
in vain, to fly. Is your retrospect uncomfortable ? Exert 
yourfelves in time to make your profpect better ; and 
let the former ferve as a back ground to the Tatter. Cul- 
tivate and improve your minds with reading according 
to your feveral educations and capacities; there are 
feveral ufeful books fuited to them all. True religion 
and virtue give a cheerful and happy turn to the mind, 
admit of all true pleafures, and even procure the trued. 
Cantabrigius drinks nothing but water, and rides 
more miles in a year than the keened fportfman, and 
with almoil equal velocity. The former keeps his head 
clear, the latter his body in health. It is not from him- 
felf that he runs, but to his acquaintance, a fynonymous 
term for his friends. Internally fafe, he feeks no fane- 
tuary from himfelf, no intoxication for his mind. His 
penetration makes him difcover and divert hioifeif with 
the follies of mankind, which his wit enables him to 
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expofe with the trueft ridicule, though always withoat 
perfonal offence. Cheerful abroad becaufe happy at 
home, and thns happy becanfe virtuous. 

% # I am obliged to many cor re f pendents for letters* 
which, 4 hough hitherto unnoticed* will he puhlifhed matb 
mil convenient jpeed. 

Numb. 93. Thursday, Oft. io, 1754. 



IT is a very true though a very trite principle, ** that 
" the point of perfection is at a middle diftance be- 
«■ tween the two extremes :" and whoever is the leaft 
convcrfant "with tflie world will have frequent oppor- 
tunities of convincing himfelf of its importance, whether 
he applies it to the morals, manners, or other objects of 
human action. 

I (hall make it the fubject of this day's paper to par- 
ticularize the danger of palling too precipitately from 
one extreme to the other, ki an inftance which f con- 
ceive to be of very material confequence fo the enter- 
tainment, inftrucVion, and virtue, of mankind. 

The diftinguiftung characteristic of the laft age was 
Pedantry. Every man appeared fo fenfibly convinced 
of the dignity and ufefumefs of his own profeffion, that 
he confidered it as the only one meriting the attention 
of rea Ton able creatures; and, wherever he was admitted, 
introduced it as fuch, without the leaft regard to times, 
perfons, or places. It was impoffible to (it half an hour 
with a man of learning without difcovering his contempt 
for every kind of difcourfe that was not tinctured, like 
his own, with the fentiments of Ariftotle or Plato. Di- 
vines were apt but too often to perplex the heads of 
young ladies at tea-tables with fchool dtftin&ions and 
the depths of metaphyfics; and fuch jargon terms as 
capiafes, certioraris, and premnnire faciafes, were more 
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frequently the exprdSons of lawyers in die fame com- 
pany than love and adoration, the natural language of 
the place. A military man no fooser entered the room 
than you affociated the difcharge of artillery with his 
appearance. The authority of his voice filenced every 
milder fubject of conversation, and the battles of Blen- 
heim and Ramillies, fo fatal to the enemy, were fought 
over again in very turbulent defcription, to the no finall 
terror of his peaceable countrymen. 

The wits of thefe times very finely rallied this foible: 
and it has indeed fuffered fuch difcouragemtnt in our 
days, that an abfcrdity, the very reverie, though left 
to be juftified, has fucceeded in its place; I mean, a vi- 
cious affectation, in the prefent age, of avoiding that 
pedantry which fo diftinguifhed the preceding one. 

This affectation has been purfued to fuch lengths, 
that a perfon is efteemed very deficient in good' breed- 
ing who ventures to expkun himfelf on any fubjed, 
however naturally it may arife in company, which ge- 
nius, education, and his particular pro&ffion, have qua- 
lified him to fupport. As a man of the world, he will 
divert the difcourfe to any other fobje&, which, being 
entirely unacquainted with*, he is feeure of treating in 
a manner altogether removed from Pedantry. It is 
principally from this caufe that convcrfation, which 
formerly was the means of communicating knowledge 
with the freedom and delicacy peculiar to it, and which 
rendered the groves of Academus, the porches of Ly- 
caeum, and the walks of Tufculum, famous to pofterity, 
is degenerating into an ufelefs and infipid intercourse; 
while the moft trifling amufements that relieve us from 
the anxiety of it receive all our encouragement. 

It is indeed no wonder that clubs, and other ancient 
meetings for fockty, are grown out of fafhian, when 
punctilio not only obliges you to be filent on thofe to- 
pics which you ate inclined, from your knowledge of 
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them, to enter upon with freedom, bat fabjects yoa to 
the mortification of hearing them di feu fled by perfons 
who never talked or thought of them till the preienc 
moment. The fituation of the fpeaker, too, in fuch af- 
femblies, can be no very de fir able one, while he is vo- 
luntarily impofmg the neceffity on himfelf of attempt- 
ing a fubject when unprovided with materials for it. 

This cuftom is in no fort confined to mixed companies, 
where poffibly fome faint excufes might be offered for 
it; but operates equally where men of the fa t me profef- 
fion are collected, who, to avoid feeming Pedants in the 
eyes of each other, prefer obfcenity, impertinence, or 
abfurdity, to a converfation calculated to reflecl mutual 
light on thofe ftudies, which either in fpeculation or 
practice are the employment of their lives. 

A very underftanding friend of mine, who, till with- 
in this month has not vinted London for five -and- twenty 
years, was lamenting to me ferioufly the declenfion of 
knowledge in this kingdom, and feemed apprehenfive 
that a country fo diftinguilhed for many ages was re- 
lapfmg again into its ancient barbarity. 1 was fome- 
what furprifed at the peculiarity of his fentiments, but 
did not remain long unacquainted with the caufe of 
them. It feems my friend had fpent the greateft part 
of that week in very different fets of company. He had 
dined in the beginning of it at a Vifitation, where the 
Britifti herring- fifhery, and fome propofals refpecling 
the public debt, had very warmly interefled the upper 
part of the table. He was the lefs in humour toreliih 
this difpute, as he had been kept up till three that very 
morning in the neighbourhood of the Exchange, as 
moderator in a controverfyon foreknowledge and free- 
will. The next day, in Lincoln's Inn Hall, he was not 
a little perplexed with the variety of opinions on liie 
circulation of the blood, the production of chyle, and 
the powers of digcftian. It was his fortune afterwards 
i 
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To be prefect at Batfoa's cofFeehoufe, when the difpcn 
fition of the German army at the battle of Crotfka, and 
the laft (lege of Cony, were federally arraigned ; and to 
Hften at the Tilt-yard to many objections againft a de- 
cree in Chancery, and to a difcourfc employed to afcer- 
tain the provinces of reafon, law, and equity. His great- 
eft mortification was in an admittance that morning to 
a junto of ftatefmcn near Whitehall, from whom no- 
thing tranfpifed, after two hours* attention to them, ex- 
cept fomc injudicions though modeft conjectures on the 
future (port of Newmarket races. 

It was eafy for me, after this explanation, to account 
for the indifferent opinion my friend had conceived of 
the divinity, law and phytic; the politics, military know- 
ledge, and trade, of the prefent times; and yet, from my 
acquaintance with the characters he had feen, I may 
venture to aflert, what in another age might have the 
appearance of a paradox, that he had been converting 
with the mod eminent divines, lawyers, and phyficians, 
with the abteft liatefmen, fkilfulleft commanders, and 
moft intelligent traders, of any age or country. 
• This humour, it is to be feared, will,- by degrees, in- 
fect the pen as weU as the tongue ; and that we (hall 
have apothecaries advertifing comments on Machiavel's 
Art of War, andferjeants at law taking in fub£cription9 
for fyitems of chymiftry, and differ tati on s on midwifery. 
Every man's experience will probably inform him that 
ft has already extended itfelf to epiftolary writing. I 
have a late difagreeable inftance of it in my own fa- 
mily: it is in a young gentleman, who left England 
with the higbeft reputation about a twelvemonth fince, 
to make what is called the Tour of Europe. He parted 
from me with a promife of writing from Rome, where- 
he propofed to continue fome time, after vifitiog France, 
and the principal cities of Italy. As I had formed very 
agreeable expectations from this correspondence,, I muit- 
Volume II. E e 
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confers tfij disappointment, when fits tetter arrived. Her 
iiever mentioned France bat to con d e mn the poit«nei4es> 
nor took notice of any cirenmOanee til His paftage ever 
the. Alpf eicept the lofc of his hat and perriwig* Ond 
would hate concluded htm a cbeefefnonger fron* his de* 
fcription of Parma.: his ebTerratioris en Florence were 
confided foleJy to its. wines' ; and thV he was profoundly 
filent oa the conftfcatiori 6f Lucca, he talked very par* 
ticularly of the olives it produced* He had occafionw 
ally interfperfcd fome anecdotes .of htmfeif; as that ho 
had drank a little too. frequently at Genoa wtfh Lord 
A. ; that he had broke the weft window of the great 
church of Milan in a frolic with Sir Thomas B. j that 
he had been plundered of his, gold watch and fniifF-baa 
by a courtezan of Venice ; and that he had attempted* 
in revenge^ to fihk a gondola belongirig to the Doge* 
Thefe lingular contents really gavd me pain* as I had 
a fincere affedtida for my cdufm and his family j and I 
began to fodralize on the vanity and mifapplicatiori of 
travelling into foreign* countries* A.jJactet of. letters* 
which reached me foon after, from other correfpondents 
at that time in Italy, threw irie into perplexities; for 
they all concurred in reprefeiiting Ihy relation as do- 
ing honour to his country by his genius, and learn* 
ing. They Q>oke of him as diflingtitfhdd for his know- 
ledge of the religion, government* and antiquities, of 
the dates he had vifited ; and defcribed him as little lefa 
remarkable for his chattity^ fobriety, and gentlencis of 
manners. A difagreement fo vifible between the letter 
from himfelf and thofe which fucceededit was athrft^ 
indeed, not eafily reconciled. Being fatisfied, however r 
that my intelligence from the latter might be relied on 
as certain, I at length made a di&overy that my coafin 
had departed from his veracity on this occafion ; and 
that lie aflumed a character compounded of folly, ig- 
norance, and debauchery, to which he had no pretext* 
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fioos : preferring it to that of a gentleman, a fcholar, 
&tui a man of virtue, "which really belonged to hire; 
from a Auctions afcdation of appearing to his friend 1 a 
any other light than the unrafhionable one of a Pedant. 
• # * In avfnvjer to Miliaria and her ctufin, I am forty 
to fay, thai it h not my good fortune to bo the gentleman 
who has attralled' her notice. 
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▼ N ray Paper of laft Thurfday I took notice how 
\ much conversation had fuffered froto the Angular 
Slrpofitton of mankind in our age, to appear in every 
character except their natural one, and to confided Pe- 
dantry as reflecting more dirgrace oa the petfons tinc- 
tured with it than any other frailty, or even iftraiora- 
litr, incident to our nature. 1 am, however, far from 
concluding this principle {univerfal as it is) to he the 
only obftruclion to rational fociety : other caufes,di ft irift 
in themfelves, or operating in conjunction with it, have 
confpircd to reduce eonverfation to theftate we lament 
it in at prefent. I ftiall mention the moft remarkable 
of thefe cahfes in the order they occur to' me. 

One great abule of eonverfation has vifibly arifen 
from our mtftakfng its end, whilh is, the mutual enter* 
tainment and faftruAton of each other by a friendly 
communication of featiments. It is feriouflytoWwifh- 
td that this end were purfued, and that every one will 
contribute with freedom and good (banners to the ge- 
neral improvement from his particular di fcoveries. On 
the contrary, we are apt to confider fociety in no other 
light than as it gives us an opportunity of difplaying 
to advantage our wit, our eloquence, or any other real 
or imaginary accompHfhmerit. It is our intention to 
E*z 
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procure admiration from it, not improvement, and to 
dazzle onr companions with onr own brightness rather 
% h*n to receive light by reflection from them. L know 
indeed an inltance, the very oppofite to this, in a late 
perfon of diftindion, who to very great qualities had 
united the talent* of a mod agreeable companion. I 
could never perceive that be fopported this character, 
by any aflumcd fnperiority over his company : it was his 
Angular faculty to difcover the genius of other men : 
no latent merit efcaped his penetration, though the pro- 
prietor feemed induftrious to conceal it from the world, 
and even from himfelf. With this advantage he had 
the art to engage every inember of the company on 
that particular fubjecl which he was capable of main- 
taining with eafe to himfelf, and benefit to fociety. He 
himfelf at the fame time pretended to no more than a, 
common part in that conversation which derived its 
merit entirely from his addrefs. The tendency of fuch 
behaviour to enlarge knowledge, as wel) as to procure 
efteem, cannot fail of appearing very evident to my 
readers. 

There is another defect very clofely connected with 
the abufe above mentioned, which has proved equally, 
pernicious to couverfation ; I mean the peremptorine^ 
and warmth, that are employed in modem conferences. 
Indeed, whether we write or converfc, the haughty 
manner* the felf Sufficiency, and the contempt of oun. 
opponent that we mix with our arguments, have con* 
fiderably prevented the advancement of truth, and con* 
vicTion of error. Modern difputants, by this method, 
have fubjecled their caufe, though perhaps founded in 
demonftration, to great difadvantages ; fince they ha?e. 
not only the prejudices of mankind to combat, but have 
imprudently interested their paflions too againft them. 
In debates perhaps purely fpeculative, a perfon is obit* 
ged not only to . defend the point in controversy, bnf 
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even his undeHUnding and moral character, which are 
united to the que&ion by the management of his adver* 
faty. Sir lfaac Newton and Mr Locke, ornaments to 
their country, their age, and human nature, have been 
frequently reprefented as men of weak heads and bad 
hearts, by perfons eueeming themfelves nothing Jefs 
than philofophers. It does not indeed appear, to the 
unprejudiced, that gravitation and coheuon have any 
yifible connexion with ethics ; that an attempt to afcer- 
tain the powers of the understanding has a tendency to 
undermine Revelation ; or that .thefe writers deferved 
' to be confidered in any other light than as ingenious 
enthuiiafts, if reafon and univerfal experience had not 
confirmed their inquiries to be as true as they were 
beautiful. I have often thought that the reception of 
the Platonic philofophy in the world may be attributed 
more to the manner of its delivery than to the foperioe 
excellence of it. If we except the moral part, which is 
divinely treated, its difcoveries in phyfics and other 
branches of fcience did not entitle it to be advanced 
above that of other feds, particularly the Ariftotelian. 
The difference was, that the ipfe dixit j and dogmatical 
petitions of the one made it unpalatable ; while mode- 
fty, politenefs, and deference to the reafon and dignity 
of mankind, rendered the other lovely even to its ad* 
verfarics. They were induced, by the addrefs of it, to 
purfue the confequenccs of their own opinions till they 
led them to abfurdity, and were not aihamed of a con-» 
clufion which feemed to be the effed of their own ex* 
amination. The fame management inclined them to 
adopt with cheerfulnefs thofe principles which were 
eftablifhed on the ruins of their favourite prejudices. It 
is a little extraordinary that the fuccefs of this milder 
method of difputation (hculd have had no greater in- 
fluence on fucceeding ages ; efpecially fince the Divine 
founder of Christianity, has* by his own. example, fq 
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eminent! jr recommended the fcinjf pra&ice. The ewers 
•f mankind win treated by hini with the tenderse&of 
a parent ; and even diffine truth introduced fata the 
tfnnd by perfuafion rather than, authority. The delta* 
if of them in parables was excellently calculated to di« 
veft inen of prejudices ang paulooj, and to efdlqdetht 
confideratton of felf-intcreft from the que£tna ; at the 
fymc time that it (howedaa indulgence to theaadepftaad* 
tag, by prnpofing chiefly general troths, and leaving 
their particular application to ourfrlvet. 

The fatal influence of politics on fociety, in a country 
divide^ into parties like our own, has been too often 
mentioned to require iliuftration* I (hall observe only, 
that it has been the occafion of expludiag a variety of 
ttfeful knowledge from converfation, recti with' the men 
of the moft moderate principles. They have been cau- 
tions of engaging on any fnbje& which might acci* 
dentally lead to that of politics; and, from the natural 
relation of one fcience to another, have, by this mean4, 
precluded themfelves from almoft every branch of ia- 
ftrucave conversion. It was obfervable at the cable 
of a late great man, that ob&eaity mm too often the 
fubjeft ofdifcourfc, which he bimfelf appeared not fbf- 
fjcieatly to difebuntenance. To fome Jerioua ncrfqns, 
who took offence at his condad, he made the following 
apology. 's 1 have atempted,?' fays he, f* in vain to ftart 
•1 other fobjecnj, and at the Came time to pmferve the 
« harmony of my company. If, for inftance, I ihtro* 
«' duct the date of ancient and modern learning, we 
94 enter very foon into a comparison of the governments 
** they have ftourifticdundetf, to thediiadviintage of the 
*' prefect one, and the perfons that conduel it. If the 
" fobjedt has been philofophy, I have fometimes ap« 
** pnencaded that it would conclude aritji laying hands 
•f on the hilts of fwords, froin divinons on toleration, 
•f and occaQonal conformity./ I am therefore under 



l^o <j 4 « THE WORLD* **) 

« f rJie £«**<% «f foaftithrg at a f«Mea in which x\cm6 
•« Ifirhig and Tory* Ohttrefiniaa and Diflenter , roinifteJ 
•« rialahda^tt^imft^iald*^ unite together with any 
•• dd$*<l of ehetr'fultMfo" 

Ant*h*r impediment to themttal of conterfation nfay 
1#£ tfftfRwti t« oHr flotkm Of it* being interided is a re- 
}**Nttidti from Kery thtogftribus; tffcfol,- or moral The 
mttid ias befell compared to a bow, which is fonwtiinH 
titib***!* firtffervfc its daftlcity ; dnd betranfe the bow 
is tfftlefi ifi a ftate of f emiffioni wi make the fame corri- 
cldfurt* el the htrmam roh«L Whefeas the trrmd is at* 
a&ifrt pttaeiple, and fiattfftlfy Jtapatlen&of cafe ; k nday 
loft indeed its vigour by being implied too i&tenfel/ 
on )>att<euUr ftfbj*5W, but rtfeovtts hfelf again, rathef 
hf tarjing ltd application than bf conttnomg inic>hre/ 
Hiflor.y ,• poetry; and the lighter jfeto df ftience, morfc 
agrteftfrly rtfllevfc us frarh abftrafted ftodles than a total 
indolence and dhUpatiori. It H thfc e*t»tihu{d dioughf 
varied efttefeift of the talnd, in the hours of Jeifure as 
well a* of baftriefs* that fttms to hate gireif the ^utiemtf 
that ftiperiorltf attfr the Modems, which we ate' rudre 
reader to acknowledge than to inquire mto ihe fca&tt 
df. fivtn Tuliy him&lf, if he had defeated his retire- 
merit to tftofe daitifenbents that employ the moderii 
worlds might have bten delirered to pofterity with no 
greater fipttaiioii tbatt what he wits entitled to frcnV 
the ehafa&er df an iaixneat pleader and perhtictaa. It 
\f as in that reti M*i*tk,afed in the hours of converiatiori, 
thdt he eahajlfted thde Aibjefts of reafon and philofo- 
ph j whieh have reftdtred htm the admiration 4 & Man- 
kind * 1 w*a* engaged lately in eoateriatioif with fame 
friends oil a J>at tfcml&i" bf sfnek df writing, that of IKa> 
JogtiOt Evtfry oft* a^itnited %hk cafe.of the Ancients in 
, it, and tftfldetnfttd thd Moderns as ftiff and unnatural. 
J agreed ttv opittloti with them, bat thought their re- 
fWtiotxs as much at fatire on t&e ago as the writers* 
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Modern dialogue appears unnatural, becaufe the fcenes, 
the perfons, and the fubje&s ic aflbciates, are fcidonr 
united in real life. It was natural for an ancient writer 
to reprefent Varro, Atticus, Brutus, &c. difcuffing fub- 
jecls of the utmoft importance to mankind in porticoes 
or gardens, becaufe the great men of Rome frequently 
fpent their retirement in this manner. It would feem 
the very reverfe to introduce in our days Sir Thomas 
requeuing my Lord Duke to refume his arguments for 
the immateriality of the foul under the (hade of at 
beech- tree, or entreating him to penetrate into the re- 
eeffes of the wood that he may purfue, without inter- 
ruption, his inquiry into the foundation of morality. 
The reafon is, that difquifitions of this kind do not fre- 
quently engage the thoughts of our great men ; or if 
they really think, of them, they appropriate thinking 1 
to the particular apartments they call their Studies. 
When they chance to penetrate into the gloom of woods,- 
ii is in ptrrfuit of game, not of truth. The converfa- 
tion in gardens is not of an elevated kind ; and the cir- 
cular feats round fpreading trees ufually infpire other 
thoughts than abftra&ed ideas. 

1 (nail clofe this fubjeft with lamenting the injury 
done to fociety by our unnatural exclusion of the foftef 
fex from every .cfonverfation either ferious or inftru&ive. 
The mod enlightened ages of the world entertained 
jufter notions of their merit ; even Socrates, the father, 
of ancient Wifdom, was fond of acknowledging that he 
had learnt eloquence from Afpafia. I may add of the 
fex, that they derive fome advantage over us from the 
very defects of their education: their minds operate, 
with more freedom, and with the genuine fimplicity of 
uncorrupted nature. They are not fettered, like ours, 
by principles and fyftems, nor confined to the particular 
modes of thinking that prevail in colleges andfchools* 
The iiveliaeis, too^of ihxirim-kginatwn entitle* them to* 
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a place in the graveft as well as the mod cheerful 
company; I will not even except the Sympofiaofphi- 
lofophers : for, to conclude a little learnedly, though 
demon ftration itfelf may appear principally to depend 
on the judgment, yet the difcovery of intermediate 
ideas neceflary to it is more particularly the province 
of invention. 
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" Medio tatUfimus ibis." Ovid* 

Keep the mid way; the middle wzy U beft. 

ToMrFiTz-ADAM. 
SIR, 

TH £ golden mean, or middle track of life, has al- 
ways been efteemed the beft, becaufe it is the 
happieft : and I believe, upon inquiry, it will be found 
to be the happieft, becaufe the people fo fituated are the 
wifeft part of mankind ; and being the wifeft, are befl 
able to fubdue thofc turbulent pafSons which are the 
greateft enemies to happtnefs. 

But has not a man of the firft rank and fortune a 
greater opportunity, in proportion to that fortune, to 
acquire, knowledge, than a man in middling circa m- 
ilances ? Moft certainly he has ; and i make no doubt 
bat that perfbns of the firft quality would be perfons 
of the firft underftanding if it was not for one very 
material obftacle, I -mean Fafhion. There are no two 
characters fo entirely incompatible as a man of fenfe 
.and a man of faihion. A man of fafhion muft devote 
his whole life to the fafhionable pie* lures. Among the 
-firft of thefe may be reckoned gaming, in the purfuic 
of , which we cannot allow htm lefs than a thirJ pan of 
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the twenty-four hours; and the other fcueen (allowing 
for a little fleep) are to be fpcnt in amttfemtnts perhaps 
lefs vicious, but not more agreeable. 

I woukl not here be understood to mean that every 
man of quality is a man of fafhfon; on the contrary* I 
know feveral whofe titles ferve to make their merite 
more confpicuous ; but I cannot help obferving, that 
the noble Lord who holds the firft place amongft the 
men of wit and genius has not been known to alter the 
cock of his little hat for above thefe twenty years. 

If we conftder the loweft clafs of life but for a mo- 
ment, we (hall not be at a lofs to account for their ig- 
norance. They have fittle more time from their labour 
than what is neceflary for refrelhmtnt. They work to 
fupply their own neceffities and the luxuries of the great. 
Let us examine hew for thefe two extremes of life re- 
ferable each other in their recreations and diversions, 
John Slaughter, the butcher, trots his goofe-rumped 
roare twelve miles within the hour for twenty guineas ;. 
my, Lord rides his own horfe a match for five hundred. 
Two bricklayers? labourers play at All-fours in an ale- 
houfe on a Saturday night for their week's wages; 
his Grace and Count Baftet are doing the fame thing at 
White's for all they are worth in the world. My Lord, 
having been unfortunate in an amour, fends to the Doc- 
tor at Whitehall ; Tom Errand, m the fame dilem- 
ma, runs away to the Licentiate upon Lndgate-hilU 
In their tafte, too, they are the fame. It is common in 
our theatres for the plaftdk to come «t one and the 
fame lime from the boxes and the upper gallery. In 
their puralfty of wives and miftrefles, in their noft-ob- 
fervance of religious Ceremonies, and in many other 
particulars, which 1 fhall forbear to mention, tbeyfeem 
entirely to agree. 

Forroyown part, I imbibed early the love of medio* 
ci ky ; and I find it growing upon me as I iucreafe in 
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years ; infomuch that my difcourfe, kt the fubjelt be 
"what it wiH, is generally tinctured with it. Nay, 1 am 
«V*n afraid, Mr Fitx-Adam, when I tell you feme little 
anecdotes of nay life, that you will accufeme of running 
into the extreme, by adhering too cjoiely and circum- 
ftaot tally to the medium. For example; I gave more 
for my chambers than I need to have done, becaufe I 
woqid have them in the Middle Temple, a fituatioa 
very agreeable to me, as lying in the midway between 
the City and the Court. I have never thought my &lf fo 
bnppy at the Playhoufe fince Burton's box was taken 
down, though I always (It in the centre of the middle 
gallery. And to tell yon the truth, I have often wiftied 
t»y felf ihorier, becaufe I am ibmewhat above the middle 
ftature. 

This particular way of thinking very frequently fab- 
Je&s me to little rudenelTes and affronts, it was but 
t'other night that a young gentleman of our Inn, who 
afpires at being Lord Chancelldr, wiflied me in the 
middle of a horfc-pond, for dwelling perhaps a little too 
long on the happiuefs of a uaidalle (late ; and it is no 
new thing to me at Naudo's to overhear the Smarts, at 
my entrance into that coffeehouie, crying out, " Here 
f< comes old Medium.** 

Thefe, Mr Site- Adam, are difagreeable things ; but 
then I have the feif-fatisfadioa of knowing that I am 
in the right* But I trefpafs on your patience, and be- 
fides, have made my letter longer than I intended 2 I 
(hall therefore conclude abruptly with that excellent 
sjrtfh of Agur*s, « Give roe neither poverty nor riches.'* 

I am, &c. 

Byway of fupplement to the above, and to itluftrate, 
by example, the abfurdity of running into extremes, I 
(hall prefent my readers with another letter, which I re- 
ceived fome time ago from a female correfpondent. 
Ff 2 



• 
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MrFiTZ-A©AM, 

I am an humble coufm to two fillers, who though 
they are good-humoured good fort of people, and (all 
things confidered) behave to me tolerable well, yet their 
manners and difpofit ions are fo extremely oppofite, that 
the taflt of pleafing them is rendered very difficult, and 
troublefome. The eldeft of my coufins is a very jolly 
free-hearted girl, and Co great an enemy to all kinds of 
form, that you feldom fee her with fo much as a pin in her 
gown ; while the youngeft, who thinks in her heart that 
.her fifter is no better than a flattern, runs into the con- 
trary extreme, and is, in every thing the does, an abfo- 
lute Fidfad. She takes up alraoft as much time to put 
on a gown as her fifter does to dirty one. The eldeft 
is too though tlefs to remember what (he is to do, and 
the youngeft is fo tedious in doing it that the time is 
always elapfed in which it was neceflary for it to be done. 
If you lend any thing to the eldeft, you are fure to have 
it loft ; or if you would borrow any thing of the youngeft, 
it is odds but (he refufes it, from an opinion that you will 
be lefs careful of it than herfelf. Whatever work is 
done by one fifter is too flight to hang together for an 
hour's wear ; and whatever is undertaken by the other 
is generally too nice and curious to be finifhed. 

As they are conftantly bedfellows, the firft deep of 
the eldeft is fure to be broke by the youngeft, wbofe 
ufual time for. undreffing and folding up her clothes is 
at leaft an hour and a half, allowing a third part of 
that time for hinderances, occa(ioned : by her elder fitter's 
things, which \j fcattered every where in her way. 

If they had lovers, Mr Fitz-Adam, I know exatfly 
how it would be: the eldeft would lofe her's by faying 
Yes too foon, and the youngeft by faying No too often. 
If they were wives, the one would be too hafty to do 
any. thing right, and the other too tedious to do, any 



N© 9 & THfe WO R'L D; ti 9 

thing plcaGng: or were they mothers, the daughters of 
the eldeft would be playing at taw with the boys, and 
•the ions of the youngeft drefling dolls with the mines. 
' I wi(h, Mr Fitz- Adam, that you would be fo kind to 
theft cou/ins of mine as to favour them with your ad« 
'vice. 1 told you already that they are both good-hu» 
moured, and if you could prevail upon the eldeft to 
borrow from the youngeft a little thought and neatnefs, 
jind upon the youngeft to add to her exaclnefs a little 
of the carelefs freedom of the eldeft, you would make 
them very amiable women, and me the iiappieft of all 
-humble coufins. 

I am, Sir, 

Your conftant reader, 
^ . and moil humble fervant. 

M* A* 
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I. W A S not a little furprifed, the other day, at recei- 
ving a letter by the penny-poft acquainting me, that 
notwithstanding all I had (aid in a former paper con* 
ceming the general reformation that had taken place 
by means of thefe Efiays, there were people amongft us 
who were taking pains to undo all I had done ; and 
that unlefs 1 exerted myfelf notably on a new occafion, 
my labours for the good of mankind would fall fhort 
of their intention. The writer of this letter proceeds 
to inform me, that, he has lately obtained a fight of a 
' dramatic manufcript (taken, as he fuppofes, .from a 
hiftory in Machiavel) called Belphegar % or, The Married 
Devil. Which manufcript, he is credibly allured, is 
jntended to be, offered at one of the theatres this very 
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feafon. My correfpondent inveighs greatly againft the 
evil tendency of this piece, of which he has fent tne a 
(hort tranfeript, entreating my publication of it. at a 
warning to the managers agamft confenting to its ex- 
hibition. The tranfeript, which confifts only of one 
fliort fcene» together with the introduction^ is exa&ly 
as follows. 

Belphegor, m heathen devil, in the difguife efChriftimm 
fejh and blood, makes his entrance open theftage i mrher* 9 
after a clap of thunder, and fever a/ fiajhes ef lightning* 
another devil ef a fmaller fi*e % drefed tike a lacquey in a 
fame coloured livery trimmed with black, and [ftucA ranni 
with fi reworks, rifes from a trap-door, delivers a letter 
to Belphegor; and, making a very law bow, defcends in 
thunder and lightning as he reft. Belphegor then comes 
forward and reads the letter, which contains thefe words, 

" Forafmuch as onr true and trufty devil and confin 
*' Belphegor hath, in obedience to our commands, 
*• fubmitted himfelf to the torments of the married ftate 
" for one whole year upon earth, thereby to tnftru& us 
" in the nature of wives, and to get remlffion of pnnffh- 
" ment for all hu (bands fa this our realm; and We, 
" well knowing the many mtferies he hath endured in 
*' this his ftate of flefh, and being graeioufly pleafed to 
'* releafe him from his bondage, have ordered that the 
« earth do open at fix in the evening this prefent day, 
« to re-admit him to our dominions. 

" Given at our palace, &c. 

« PLUtO." 

Belphegor exprejes great joy at reading the letter \ and 
while be is thanking Pluto for his clemency, andconrra- 
tulating himfelf that his deliverance is neat at hand, Har- 
lequin en ten at the back of theft* age, looking very difcen^ 
folately y and bowing to Belphegor; who, after furveying 
him with winder, exclaims as follows* 

BeL Hey-day ! Who, in the name ef Profcrpine, 
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hive we here? Sonic other devil upon a frolic too, I 
fuppofe ! He looks plaguy difcontented. If thou art a 
devil (peak to me. [Harlequin Jkakts bis bead.'] A 
Frenchman, I prefumc; bat then he would have found 
his tongue fooner. Are you married, friend ? 
Har* A very miferable fellow, Sir. 
Bel. Why, .ay ; that founds a little like matrimony. 
But who are you ? For by the knave's look, and fool's 
coat, you fhould be fome extraordinary perfonage* 
Har. I could eat a little, Sir. 
Bel. Very likely, friend. But who are ybit, I fay ? 
Har. A poor Harlequin, Sir; married yefterday, and 
n6w running away from my wife. 
BiL A Harlequin! What's that? 
Har. Were you never at the Playhoufc, Sir? A 
Harlequin is a man of wit without words; his bufraefa 
is to convey moral fentixnents with a nod of the head* 
or a (hake of the nether parts. — I'll (how you after din- 
ner, if you pleafe* Bit, 

[Belphegor waves bis band, and a table rlfes noitb 
frovifien and win*.] 

Har. Sir, your mod humble fervant. If it was not 
for hunger now, I (hould beg leave to aflt, Sir, if jou 
.are not the devil. [oV/j d*wn and eats.] 

Bel. A devil that will do you no harm, friend* 
Har. But are you really the devil, Sir? 
• Bel. Have you any objection, Mr Harlequin ? 

Har. None in the leaft, Sir ; it is not my War to ob* 
jed to trifles. Sir, my humUeduty to you, \_Drinks.~] 
5fes, yes, Sir, you mud be the devil, Or fome fuch great 
perfon. And pray, Sir, if one may be fo bold to a(k t 
how go matters below, Sir ? I fuppofe yon have a world 
of fine company there. But I am afraid, Sir, the place 
as a little too finoaky for the ladies. 

Bel. To thofe who had not been ufed to Town in* 
deed— 
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H*r. To be fare. Sir, the Town is a very natural pre- 
paration. Yon live pretty much as we do, I fuppofe ? 

BeL Pretty much fo as to the pleafures of the place ; 
rather lefs fcandal among us. 

Har. And more finning, perhaps ? 

BeL Very little difference as to that ; hypocrify we 
have none of: people of fafhion, you know, are above 
hypocrify; and we are chiefly people of fafhion. 

Har. No .doubt, Sir. A good many new-comers I 
reckon from England ? 

BeL A good many, friend ; we are particularly fond 
of the Engiifti. 

Han You have them of all profeffions, I prefume? t 

BeL Lawyers we do not admit. They are good fort 
of people in genera), and take great pains to come a- 
mong us ; but 1 don't know how it is, we are apt to be 
jealous of them, I think — and fo they go a little lower 
down. 

Har. Divines of all religions, I fuppofe ? 

Be L Rather of no religion, friend : of thofe we have 
abundance ; and very much refpe&ed they are indeed, 
. Har. Phyficians too, no doubt ? 
•, BeL And that's a little odd; for we have no deaths 
among us ; and yet there is no country under heaven, 
1 believe, fo (locked with phyficians as ours. 
- Har, And Traders, pray ! 

BeL A world of them of the better fort. The in- 
duftry and wealth of thofe gentlemen will always fe- 
Cure them a warm place with us. 

Har. Athcifts ! I fuppofe in plenty ? 

BeL Atheifts ! Not that I remember. We have a- 
bun dance of fine gentlemen ; but I never heard that 
theyfcprofeiTed Atheifm below. 

Har. And pray, Sir, do any of the players make yon 
a vifit? ..... 

BeL I never heard that they went any where elfc. 
1 
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They are a little unmanageable Indeed ; bat we have 
them all, from Rofcius of Rome to Joe Miller of Dru- 
ry-lane : and a fine company they are. Befides, we have 
all the wits that ever wrote 1 andxhen we have no li- 
cenfer to be a check upon their fancies; though I don't 
remember that lewdnefs has been carried a degree far- 
ther than with you. 

Har. Very likely, Sir. But pray, Sir, if I may be in* 
dulged, who are your favourite ladies at prefent ? 

Bel. Why, indeed, among fo large a number it is 
hard to fay which. The nuns of all nations are reckon* 
ed mighty good fort of women \ but a devil of true 
tafte will tell you that a thorough-bred Englifliwomau 
of quality will go beyond them. 

Har. You are pleafed to compliment the Englilh la- 
dies, Sir* And what. extraordinary bufinefs, if I may 
nave leave to a(k, may have been the occafion of this 
vifit? 

Bel. Curiofity and a wife: the very two things that 
lend you gentlemen upon a vifit to us, 

Har. May be fo. And pray. Sir, what (lay do you 
intend to make? 

Bel* Only this evening. 
• Har. Can I do you any fervice* Sir ? 

Bel. Ay ; you {ball make love to my wife I 

Har. Her ladyihip is from Hell too, I fuppofe? 

Bel. Going thither as faft as the can, Mr Harlequin 

But I hear her coming; walk this way, and I'll 

inftrudt you. lExeunt. 

thus. ends the fcene; which my correfpondent in- 
veighs agairiit with lb much bitternefs, that when I con- 
fider it throughout, I am almoft of opinion that (in the 
falhionable phrafe) he is taking me in, and that he has 
defired my publication of it in order to excite curioi:- 
ty, and to get the piece talked of before its appearance 
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upon the ftage. And indeed this method of puffing by 
abufe is frequently the mod focce&fal of any ; for as in 
thefc very reformed times a wicked book is fo rare to 
be met with, people will be tempted to read it out of 
mere coriofity. 

I remember a very iceptkal pamphlet that was ad 
where to be feen bat in the bookfeller's (hop, till the 
author bethought himfelf of feie&ng the moft offenfive 
paflages of it, and by printing them in the Daily Ad** 
vertifer, and calling upon the clergy to confute, and 
the magtftrat* to fuppreft, fo pernicious a performance* 
he carried it through time tmpreffions in left than a 
fortnight. If my prttcnt correfpondent has adopted this 
plan, 1 (hall take care to counter- work his defign, by 
giving it as my opinion that the above fcene (however 
it may be objected to by people of a particular turn) 2* 
perfectly harmleft. 
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THE following letter is written with fuch an air of 
truth, that though it comes from one of thofe un- 
happy creatures who have always a (lory to tell in pal- 
liation of their infamy, I cannot refufe giving it a place, 
in this Paper, If the artifice that undid this poor girl be 
a common one, it may poffibly be left praclifed by be- 
ing more known. All i (hall farther fay is, that I have 
made no other alteration in the letter than to correct 
falfe fpeliings, and a few errors in the Englifh. 
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To Mr Fit z 'Adam. 
Sir, 
I .am the daughter of very honcft and reputable pa* 
rents in the north of England j but as an account of my 
family does no way relate to my ftory, I fhall avoid 
troubling yon with any farther particulars on that head. 
At the age of feventeen I had leave from my father 
and mother to accompany a neighbouring family of 
fbme diilin&ion to Town, having lived in the ftri&eft in 
ticnacy with the young ladies of that family ever fince 
I was a child* 

At our arrival in Town we were vifited by a great 
deal of company, and* among the reft, by a young gen* 
tfaman of fortune, who feldom pafled a day without 
feeing us. As this gentleman's family and that of my 
friends 9 had been long acquainted, his admiffion to us 
was without the leaft ceremony ; and indeed be was look* 
ed upon by the young ladies and myfelf rather as a bro- 
ther than a vifitor. 1 had often obferved, and, 1 con* 
fiefs, with a fecret fatitfa£ion, that his behaviour to me, 
efpecially when alone, was fomewhat more particular 
than to any of my companions ; and I could not help 
placing it to bis favourable opinion of me that he was 
continually contriving parties abroad to amufe and en- 
tertain me. 

One afternoon, having been troubled with the head* 
ach in the morning, and having therefore excufed my* 
felf from diqing apd flipping out with the family where 
I liyed, he called, as he had many times done, to a(k us 
to the play. I expreffed my concern at the ladies' being 
from home, but foolifhly (offered myfelf to be pcrfua- 
ded to go along with him into the gallery, after having 
been laughed at for my objections, and told that I ought 
to have a better opinion of him than to think him ca- 
pable of afking me to do any improper thing. 
When the play was over we took coach to return* • 
G g a 
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home ; but the coachman, having no doubt received his 
letTon, flopped juft at the door of a tavern, telling as 
that one of the traces was broke, and that be could go 
no farther. I fuffcred myfelf to be handed into the ta- 
vern while another coach was called, which not being 
immediately to be had, my companion obferved to me, 
failing, that it was a happy accident, and as the fami- 
ly I lived with would not fup at home, I fhould be his 
gueft chat evening ; and, without waiting for a reply, 
ordered fupper and a bottle of Champaign. It was in 
vain that I remonftrated again ft this propofai ; he knew, 
he faid, that my friends would not return till twelve ; 
and there could be no kind of harm in eating a bit of 
chicken and drinking a glafs of wane where we were. 
I was frightened at the thoughts of what I was doing, 
but was indifcreet enough to confent. His behaviour to 
me all the time was the mod: refpe&ful in the world. He 
took care to engage my attention by fome interefting 
difcourfe, alluring me, as often as I attempted to move, 
that it was quite early, and that till a coach could be 
had it was to no purpofe to attempt going. 

I very freely confefs that, being extremely heated at 
the Playhoufc, 1 was tempted to drink a glafs or two of 
wine more than I was accu (loosed to, which flurried me 
a good deal ; and as my heart was by no means indif* 
ferept to him who was entertaining me, the time pa/Ted 
away srimoft imperceptibly. However, recollecting my- 
felf at lad, 1 infifted peremptorily upon going; when, 
feeing me in earned, he pulled out his watch, and, as 
if violently furprifed, declared it was pad two o'clock; 
adding* in the greateft feeming confternation, that it 
would be impoffible for me to go home that night, and 
curfmg his own folly for the mifchkf he had brought 
upon me. . 

I will not attempt, Mr Fitz-Adara, to defcribe the 
confufion J was in ; yet ftill 1 infifted upon going home. 
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which he endeavoured to difTuade me from, by faying* 
that he too well knew the temper of the gentleman ac 
whofe ho ufe 1 lived to think of carrying me thither ac 
fo late an hour ; that he would conduct me to a lady of 
his acquaintance, who fhould wait on me home in the 
morning, and make an excufe for my lying out. I an- 
fwcred him, that I would ly no where but at home ; 
that I detcfted myfelf for going out with him. and that 
1 would return immediately, let the hour be what ic 
would. " Let us go firft of ail," replied he, *• to the 
" lady's, where I will leave you but for a moment, and 
" fee if the family are fitting up for you ; for to knock 
« at the door, and be refufed admittance, would ruin 
" your reputation in the opinion of all the neighbour* 
" hood." i (till infixed upon going home; and a coach 
was accordingly called and procured; but inftead of 
carrying me to my friends it flopped at a houfe in ano- 
ther ftreet. Here 1 was forced againft my will to alight. 
The miftrefsofit was up; a circumftancc which I would 
have wondered at, if 1 had not been frightened almoft 
to death, and incapable of thinking, fpeaking, or know* 
ing what I did. 

The wretch, after having apologized to the lady for 
the diftrefs he had brought me into, left me in great 
hade, to bring me intelligence of what was doing at 
home. He returned in a fhort time, and with the greateft 
feeming concern in his countenance; told me, that he 
had learnt from one of the fervants, that the family had 
fupped at home ; that they were ezafperated againft me 
beyond forgivenefs ; that they concluded me undone ; 
and that they had (worn never to admit me into their 
doors agaia. 

I was quite thunderftrnck at this intelligence, and ac- 
cufed the wretch who brought it me as the vileft of men. 
He fell upon his knees, conjuring, me not to think hits 
capable of anydefign in what was done, and vowing to 
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iaerifice hits life and fortane to rcinflate cue in the good 
opinion of my friends. I was obliged now to pat royfclf 
under his protection ; bat refufed going to bed, though 
prefled to it by the lady of the houfe, who called her- 
self his relation. Early in the morning, taking the lady 
along with him, he pretended to go again to my friends; 
bat returned tome with an account that they were 
quite outrageous againft me, and abfolutely determi» 
ned never to fee me again. 1 wrote to them in the mod 
moving manner that my heart could indite, and gave the 
letter to die care of this felfe friend. I wrote alfo to my 
parents; letter after letter, but without receiving a fyl- 
lafele from them in return, fo that I now looked upon 
myfclf as completely undone. The anxiety 1 raftered 
threw me into a fever, during which time the wretch 
hardly ever ftirred from my bed-fide, vowing that his 
life depended upon my recovery. I was fooa, indeed, rc- 
flored to my health, but never to ray peace. My betray* 
er now began to talk to me of love; and I began foolish- 
ly to regard him as one that had fuffored too much for 
what I could not impute to him as a crime. He law, 
and took care hourly to improve, my too favourable 
opinion of him ; and at length, (for why fhould I dwell 
minutely on what J wifbfor ever to forget?) by a thou- 
sand ftratagems on his fide, and by fatal inclination 
on my own, irrecoverably undid cue. 

From that very day his affection began to cool: and, 
(will it be believed when I tell it?) grew in a very little 
time to bate me to that degree, that in order to get rid 
of me, and to make our Separation my ownacl, he con* 
feiTed to me the whole fcheme he had laid to get me ; 
{bowed me advertifements in the papers from my ftiends 
and parents offering rewards for my discovery; and re- 
turned me the letters I had written -to them, every one 
of which he had detained. 

I Uood aftoaifhed at his villany, and. abhorred him 
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in cny feci* But, alas ! it was now too late for me to ap* 
ply to friends. Ruminating one afternoon on toy deplo- 
rable condition, I was Airprifedat feeing an elderly lady 
enter my chamber. She made roe an apology for her 
▼ifit f and very frankly tofd me, that, from diftant hints 
which ft* had .that day. received from the raidrefe of 
the hoofe* ft* apprehended I was fallen into bad hands; 
which* if true* (he would be glad to affift me to the ut* 
moft of her power. She fpoke this with fo much affec- 
tion and good-nature, that I made no fcruple of telling 
barmy whole ftory, which (b extremely affefted her, 
that (he (hed tears while I fpoke, and often interrupted 
me whh her exclamations againft the villany of men. 
At the eonclnfion (he offered that moment to take me 
away, aduring me that her houfe, her porfe, and her 
fiacettft friendship, fhould always be mine. I would have. 
fallen on my knees to thank her, but (he prevented me; 
and, ordering a coach to be called, (he conveyed me that 
very evening to her country- houfe. 

I ftaved there a week, and met with the moft kind 
and tender treatment From her* She compelled me 
to accept of fome changes of clothes and Jnaen, and then 
brought me to her hoafe in Town ; where in lefs than 
four-aad-twemy flours (he told me, without the lead 
ceremony, that I no doubt knew for what purpofc (he 
had taken me, and that as I could have no pretenfions 
to modefty, (he hoped my behaviour would be fuch as 
fhould give her no occafion to repent of her kindnefs to 
me. 1 dettrelT to underftand her, and was informed 
(though not in plain words), that my benefa&refs was 
a bawd, and that (he had taken me into her family for 
the moft infamous of purpofes. I trembled with amaze* 
ment, and infifted on leaving the houfe that inftant. 
She told me, I was at full liberty to do fo ; but that 
firft I muft pay her for my lodging and clothes. She 
fpoke this with great eafe and careleffnefs, and then left 
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me to myfelf. I ran down fairs with precipitation ; 
but, alas ! fcarce was I out of the ftreet before I was 
Aopt and brought back by a bailiff who had a wrie 
againft me. I requefted that I might have leave to 
write to the gentleman from whom I had been taken r 
for bad as he was, I faid he would not utterly defert 
me. I was permitted to write as I defired ; and the 
wretch indeed anfwered my letter ; but it was only to 
tell me, that as I had thought proper to run away 
from him, he (hould have nothing farther to fay to 
me ; and that, in fhort, £ mud either fitbmit to con- 
ditions, or go immediately with the bailiff. Frightened 
at the horrors of a prifon, and hoping that my ftory 
might move companion in thofe to whom I was to be 
introduced, I confented to do as they would have me ; 
but alas, Sir ! 1 was miftaken ; they liftened indeed to 
my ftory; but, inftead of melcing at my misfortunes, 
they adored me, they faid, for my invention. At length, 
having led the life of a proftitutcfor more than a month* 
I attempted to make a fecond efcape, and to fly to the 
hands of J u Rice for protection : but I was again caught* 
and carried to a fpunging-houfe; where, after regain- 
ing two day£, a gentleman, who had been admitted to 
me at that vile woman's, came to fee me in my confine- 
ment, paid off the debt for which I was arretted, and 
took me to be his miiirefs. 

But though the life I now lead is in fome degree more 
fupportable than that which I have cfcapedfrom, yet to 
one who hopes that fhe has dill fome remains of prin- 
ciple left it is terrible and (hocking. My friends know 
what I am, aud what I have been, but they reject and 
hate me ; and 1 have not the leaft glimmering of hope 
ever to recover from the (ituation I am in, unlefs my 
ftory fhould merit the companion of him to whom I now 
fend it, and find a place in the World. Vile as I am, 
1 would be otherwise if J might. 1 am not old ia wick- 
a 
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ednefs, though I have gone fuch lengths in it; being 
now really and truly but juft turned of eighteen, and 
having left my father's houfe no more than fifteen 
months ago, two of which months 1 have lived in inno- 
cence and reputation with the mod worthy of families. 
As to him who has brought upon me all this weight 
of mifery, and who ferenely and unconcernedly can 
reflect upon what" he has done, (for fo I am fure he 
does), 1 have nothing to fear and nothing to hope. 1 
can, therefore, have but one inducement to defire your 
publication of this letter, which is, that my friends may 
know that i have gained that credit with a Granger 
which they have refufed to give me, andthat 1 am real- 
ly and truly an object of companion. 
1 am, S 1 a, 

(though loft to myfelf) 

Your molt faithful humble fervant. 



Numb, 98. Thursday, Nov. 14, 1754. 

IT gives me great pleafure that I am able, in this day's 
Paper, Co congratulate the polite part of my fellow- 
fubjects of both fexes upon the fplendid revival of that 
mo ft rational entertainment an Italian opera. Of late 
years it had feemed to ficken, fo that 1 greatly feared 
that the unfucceisful efforts which it made from time 
to time were its convulfive and expiring pangs ; but 
it now appears, and indeed much to the honour of this 
country, that we have ftill too many protectors and 
protectreffes of the liberal arts to fuffer that of mufic, v 
the molt liberal of them all, to fink £>r want of due en- 
couragement. 

1 am fenfible that Italian operas have frequently been 
the objects of the ridicule of many of our greateft wits; 
and, viewed in one light only perhaps, not without 
Volume II. Hh 
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foroe reafon. Bat as I confider all public diversions 
ftngly with regard to the effecls which they may have 
upon the morals and manners of the Public, I confefc 
I refpeft the Italian operas as the moft innocent of any. 
The fcvcrc Monfieur Botleao juftly condemns the 
French operas, the morals of which he calls, 



: Morale lubrlque 



*• Que Lully rechauffe des fons dc fa muGtjue.'* 

But then it muftbe considered, that French operas are 
always in French, and, confeqoently r may be underftood 
by many French people; and that they are fine drama- 
tic tragedies, adorned with all the graces of poetry and 
harmony of founds, and may probably infpire too tea* 
der, if not voluptuous, fentiments. Can the Italian 
opera be accufed of any thing of this kind? Certainly 
not. Were what is called the poetry of k intelligible 
in itfelf, it would not be underftood by one in fifty of a 
Britifh audience; bat I believe that even an Italian of 
common candour will confefs that he does not under- 
Hand one word of it. It is not the intention of the 
thing; for (hould the ingenious author of the word*, 
by miftake, put any meaning into them, he wonld, to> 
a certain degree, check and cramp the genius of the 
compofer of the mafic, who, perhaps, might think 
himfelf obliged to adapt his founds to the fenfe; where* 
as now he is at liberty to fcatter indifcriminately, among 
the kings, queens, heroes, and heroines, his Adagios* 
his Allegros, his Pathetics, his Chromatics, and hi* 
Jiggs. It would alfo have been a reftraint upon the ac- 
tors and actrefTes, who might poffihjy have attempted to 
form their aclion upon the meaning of their parts; but 
as it is, if they do but feem, by turns, to be angry and 
forry in the two firft a&s, and very merry in the fall 
fcene of the laft, they are fure to meet with their de- 
served appiaufe. 
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Signor Metaftafio attempted, Come time ago, a very 
dangerous innovation. He tried gently to throw fome 
fenfe into his operas; but it did not take: the confe- 
rences were obvious, and no body knew where they 
would flop. 

The whole (kill and judgment of the poet now con- 
lilts in fele&ing about a hundred words (for the opera 
vocabulary does not exceed that number) that termU 
nate in liquids and vowels, and rhyme to each other. 
Thefe words excite ideas in the hearer, though they 
were not the refuk of any in the poet. Thus the 
word toriorel/a, ftretched out to a quaver of a quarter 
of ao hour, excites in us the ideas of tender and faith- 
ful love ; but if it is fucceeded by navkella* that tooth- 
ing idea gives way to the boifterous and horrid one of 
a fkiff (that is» a heart) toffed by the winds and waves 
upon the main ocean of love. The handcuffs and 
fetters, in which the hero commonly appears at the end 
of the fecond or beginning of the third ad, indicate 
captivity ; and when properly jingled to a pathetic piece 
of recitativo upon ?*(/?/ ceppi y are really very moving, 
and iniptre a love of liberty. Can any thing be more 
innocent or more moral than this muiical pantomime, 
in which there is not one indecent word or action, but 
where, on the contrary, the moft generous fentiments 
are (however imperfectly) pointed out and inculcated ? 

I was once indeed afraid that the licentioufnefs of 
the times had infected even the opera : for in that of 
Alexander, the hero going into the heroine's apartment 
found her taking a nap in an eafy chair. Tempted by 
fo" much beauty, and invited by fo favourable an op- 
portunity, he gently approached, and ftole a pair gloves. 
I confefs I dreaded the confluences of this bold ftep; 
and the more fo, as it was taken by the celebrated 
Signor Senefino. But all went off very well ; for the 
hero contented himfelf with giving the good company 
H h 2 
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a fong, hi which he declared that the lips he had juft _ 
kifTed were a couple of rubies. 

Another good effeft of the Italian operas is, that 
they contribute extremely to the keeping of good hours ; 
the whole audience (though paflionately fond of mo fie) 
being fo tired before they are half, and fo fleepy be- 
fore they are quite, done, that they make the beft of 
their way home, too drowfy to enter upon freih plea- 
Aires that night. 

Having thus refcued thefe excellent mufical dramas 
from the unjuft ridicule which fome people of vulgar 
and illiberal taftes have endeavoured to throw upon 
them, I mutl proceed and do juftice to the Virtuofos 
and Virtuofas who perform them. But I believe it 
will be necefTary for me to premife, for the fake of 
many of my Englifh readers, that Virtu among the 
modern Italians fignifies nothing lefs than what Virtus 
did among the ancient ones, or what Virtue fignifies 
among- us; on the contrary, I might fay that it figni- 
fies alraoft every thing elfe; confequently thofe re- 
spectable titles of Virtuofo and Virtuofa have hot the 
lead relation to the moral characters of the parties. 
They mean only that thofe perfons (endowed fome by 
•Nature, and fome by Art, with good voices) have, from 
their infancy, devoted their time and labour to the va- 
rious combinations of feven notes ; a ftudy that muft 
unqueftionably have formed their minds, enlarged their 
'notions, and have rendered them raoft agreeable and 
inftrucVive companions ; and as fuch, 1 obferve that they 
are juftly folicited, received, and cherifhed, by people 

• of the finVdiftinclwn. 

As thefe illuftrious perfonages come over here with 
110 fordid view of profit, but merely per far piacer a la 
nobilita Itiglefe, that is, to oblige the Englifh nobility, 
they are exceedingly good and condefcending to fuch 

v of the faid Englilh nobility, and even gentry, as are 
defirous to contract an intimacy with them. They 
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-will, for a word's fpeaking, dine, fup, or pafs the 
whole day, with people of a certain condition, and per- 
haps fing or play, if civilly requefted. Nay, I have 
known many of them fo good as to pafs two or three 
months of the fummer at the country-feats of fome of 
their noble friends, and thereby mitigate the horrors of 
the country and the manfion-houfe to my lady and the 
daughters. I have been aflured by many of their chief 
patrons and patroneffes that they are all the befl crea~ 
tures In the world / and, from the time of Signor Cava- 
liero Nicolini down to this day, I have constantly heard . 
the feveral great performers, fuch as Farintlli, Carefti- 
ni, Monticelli, Gaffarielli, as well as the Signore Cur- 
zoni, Fauftina, £rc. much more praifed for their affabi- 
lity, the gentlenefs of their manners, an<J all the good 
qualities of the head and heart, than for either their 
mufical ikill or execution. 1 have even known thefe 
their focial virtues lay their protestors and proteclrefles 
under great difficulties how to reward fuch diftxnguiih* 
ed merit. Bui benefit-nights luckily came to their affift- 
ance, and gave them an opportunity of infinuating, with 
all due regard, into the hands of the performer, in lieu 
of a ticket, a confiderable bank bill, a gold fnuffbox, 
a diamond ring, or fome fuch trifle. It is ro be hoped 
that the illuftrious Signor Farinelli has not yet forgot 
the many instances he experienced of Britifh munifi- 
cence ; for it is certain that many private families " (till 
u remember them." r 

All this is very well; and I greatly approve of it, as 
I am of tolerating and naturalizing principles. But,' 
however, as the beft things may admit of improvement 
by certain modifications, I (hall now fuggeft two ; the 
one of a public, the other of a private, nature. 1 would 
by all means welcome thefe refpe&able guefts, but I 
would by no means part with them, as is too foon and 
• too often the cafe. Some of them, when they have got 
ten or fifteen thoufand pounds here, unkindly withdraw 
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themfelvcs, and pprchafe eftates in land in their own 
countries; and, others arc fedaced from us by the 
preffing invitations of fooac great potentate to come 
over to Superintend his plcafnres, and to take a (hare 
in his coanfcU. This is not only a great lofs to their 
particular friends, the nobility and gentry, bat to the 
nation in general, by turning the balance of our mufieal 
commerce coaGderaWy againft ns» I would, therefore, 
humbly propofe, that, imrae diately upon the arrival of 
thefc valuable Ora«gers,a writof N*e**atreg**m (book! 
be iJTaed to keep them here. The other modification, 
which I beg leave to hint at only, it being of a private 
nature, is, that no Virtnofo, whofe voice is below a 
contralto, fliall be taken to the coantry-feat of any fa- 
mily whatfocver; much lefsanyftrapping fiddler, baf- 
foon, or bafs viol, who docs not even pretend to fine, or 
if he does fings a rough tenor» or a tremendous bafs. 
The confluences may be ferions, but, at kaft, the ap* 
pearances are not edifying. 

Numb. 99. Thursday, Nov. 21, 1754. 
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«* Prudens futurf temporit exitum 
** CalliKitioOt node premit Deas; 
«« Ridetque, fi raortatie ultra 
«• Fas trepidat. Qpod adeft» memento, 
<* Componere acqtras." B*r* 

Bot Jove, in goodnefi ever wife, 

Hath hid in cloud* of depthlefs night 
AH that in fntnre profpeA lyet, 

Beyond the ken of mortal fight, 
And laughs to fee vain man opprefi'd ^ 
With idle fears, and more than man diftre&'d: 
Then wifely from the prefent hour, 

Enjoy the bieft which it beftows: 
The reft is all beyond oar pow'r. 

T requires very little experience of the world to dif- 
cover that mankind feldom enjoy the prefent hour, 
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bat are almbft continually employing their thoughts 
about the future. This difpofition may indeed fenre to 
delude fome people into a happinefe which otherwife 
they would never know • and we fometimes fee men en- 
gaging in profpeds apparently di fad van tageous to them- 
lelves, that they may enjoy the comfortable thought of 
having benefited their families. But unfortunately this 
is not the general turn of mankind ; and, I am afraid, 
Atti lefs fo of my countrymen than of any others : they , 
are constantly looking towards the dark fide of the pro* 
fpc&, fearing every thing, and hoping nothing. 

This unhappy difpofition feems to fpread its baleful 
influence more fatally in this month than in any other 
in the whole year : for be fides the colds, vapours, and 
nervous diforders, with which individuals are afBi&cd, 
the State always fufFers exceedingly during this month. 
I myfelf remember «• this country undone" every Novem- 
ber for thefe forty years. The truth is, that to make 
amends for that levity and diffipation of thought which 
horferacing and rural fyorts have occafioned in the 
fummer, every zealous Englifliman fits down at this 
feafon ferioufly to confider the ftate of the nation ; and 
always, upon mature reflection, concludes that matters 
are fo bad that the bufinefs of government cannot 
poffibly be carried on through another feffion. The 
produces of the prefs, either proceeding from perfons 
really affected by the feafon, or cunningly defigning to 
fuit the gloomy difpofition of the buyer, all tend to in- 
creafe this diforder of the mind. Serious Conftderations, 
The Tears of Trade, The Groans of the Plantations, 
and the like, are the titles that fpread the fale of pam- 
phlets at this feafon of the year ; while The Cordial of 
low Spirits, and The Pills to purge Melancholy , have 
bo chance for a vent till the fprtog has given a turn to 
the blood, and put the fpirits into a difpofition to* be 
pieafcd. 
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There are indeed many recreations and amufements 
in this metropolis, that are defigned as fo many anti- 
dotes to the general gloom ; bat though w,e have had 
this year the greateft importation of entertainment that 
ever was known, I doubt there are many inhabitants 
of this city who are at prefent fo totally poflefTed with 
the fpleen that they do not know of half the number 
of dancers, fingers, mimics, and beauties, which are 
already arrived. It is, however, comfortable to reflect 
on that happy revolution, which is conftantiy brought 
about by theChriftmas holy days, and the lengthening of 
the days. Thofe w,ho feemed fo lately to be loft in defpair 
grow into fpirtts on a fudden ; and plays, operas, bails, 
pantomimes, and burlettas, diffufe an unjverfal ccftafy. 

But even in the midft of. this higheft tide of fpirits, I 
am forry to fay it, the mod ground lefs fuppofltions of 
what may poffibly happen mail fpread a cloud over all 
our joy. The idea of an invafion, a comet, or an earth- 
quake, (hall keep the whole Town in an agony for many 
weeks. In fhort, every apprehenfion (hall, in its turn, 
make an impreflion on our imaginations except xhat of 
a future (late. . 

That this great event (honld not occupy thofe minds 
which are totally engrofTed by the prefent is not much 
to be wondered at ; but that it fhould be the only view 
towards which thefe Lookers- for ward never turn their 
eyes is an inconfiftency altogether unaccountable. 

When FalftafPs wench is fitting upon his knee, her 
hint feems to be a little ill-timed, when fhe advifes him 
" to patch up his old body for heaven ;" and his reply 
is fui table to the plate and occafion; " Peace, good DolJ; 
" do not fpeak like a death's head ; do not bid me re* 
" member mine end." Mrs Quickly was no lefs blame- 
able on the other fide, when finding him fo near his 
end that he began to cry out, fhc fays, " Now I, to 
" comfort him, bid him he fhould not think of GodV* 
1 
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I avoid entering ferioufly and particularly into this 
{abject, that I may not give my paper the air of a fer- 
mon ; and, inftead of ufing arguments of a religious 
cart, 1 defire only to recommend a propriety and cun- 
fiftency of thought and conduct. It is, therefore, that I 
would advife toy readers either to throw afide, not for 
this month only, but for their whole lives, this gloomy 
curiofity that will avail them nothing, and to enter in- 
to a free and full enjoyment of the pre fen t; or if, of nc- 
ceffity, they muft direct their whole attention to the fu- 
ture, let it be to that expectation which they may de- 
pend upon with the utmoft certainty, which will afford 
the mod profitable exercife for their inquifitive thoughts* 
and which will be the only inftance where an anxious 
concern for the future can poflibly^be of fervice to them* 

I have been principally led into this train of thinking 
by a letter which 1 received yefterday from the penny- 
poft, and which I fhall here communicate to my readers, 
as a proper conclufion of this paper. 

To MrFlTZ-ADAM. 

SIR, 

1 am juft returned from a fbort vifit to fome rela- 
tions of mine who live in a large old manuon-houfe in 
the country. The gloomy afped of the place, the un- 
pleadng appearance of Nature at the fall of the leaf, 
and the alteration of the weather with the change of 
the feafon, made me acq'uiefce in the received opinion, 
that there is really fomething dreadful in the influence 
of this month of November; which, however, we who 
live in London have no fuch apparent reafon to be af- 
fected with. 

. The melancholy impreflion which I received from the 
place was greatly increafed by the turn of its inhabitants, 
My uncle and aunt are bleffed with a competent fortune 

Volume II. 1 i 
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and two fine children * T bnt they neither enjoy the one 
nor educate 'the other, their whole attention being ea- 
grofied by objc&s which, in their eftimation, are of 
much greater confequence* My uncle is continually 
employed in computing the year m which this kingdom 
is to become a province to France, and my aunt is no 
lefs occupied in endeavouring to fix the cxadfc time of 
the Millennium. 

A younger brother of my uncle's, who lives in the family, 
and who is a very great mathematician, has been bulled 
many years in calculations, which beafcrts are of the ui> 
moll importance to the world, as they affect the duration 
and well-being of it. He is greatly apprehenfive that, 
from Sirlfaac Newton's iyftem, the time wiM come when 
this earth, round as it was at firft created, will be as fiat 
as a pancake : but long before this event can happen it 
inuft certainly firffer a more palpable inconvenience. 
He has made a.difcovery, that the profufion of man con- 
fumes fader than the earth produces. Vad fleets and 
enormous buildings have walled almoft all our oak; and 
the firs of Norway are beginning to fail. What (hall 
we do, fays he, when the coal, fait, iron and lead mines, 
are exhaufted ? And befides, may it not happen before 
thefe events take place, that fuch vaft excavations in- 
confiderately made, may give a pernicious inequality to 
the balance of the globe ? Thefe arguments are flighted 
by his brother, who is more immediately alarmed for 
the balance of Europe y. but they have great weight 
with my aunt, as they evince thencceffity of a renewal, 
and tend to haJlen, as well as prove^ the eftab&hinent 
<pf the Millennium. * * 

A farther account of the anxieties of this family may 
poffibly be the ifubjelt of another letter : I fhali, how- 
ever, conclude this with discovering to you my own. 
1 am in great pain left the youpg fquire fhould turn out 
a vulgar and imperious blockhead* from having been 
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left all his fife to fervants ; and I amforry to fay, that 
the event which my. uncle and aunt have mod immediate 
reaibn to apprehend is my coufin Mary's running away 
wkh the butler. 

t am, S i r, 

Your humble fervant, 

A. Z. 
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I H?ARD the mother day withgreat pleafure, from my 
worthy friend. Mr Dodfley, that Mr Johnfon's Eng- 
liuY Dictionary* with a grammar andhiftory of our lan- 
guage prefixed, will.be publifhed this winter, in two 
large •votomes<ni folio. 

I had long lamented that we had no lawful ftandard 
of our language Jet up, for: thofe to repair to who might 
cnufe to fpeak and write it grammatically and correal y ; 
and Ihave as long wifliad that either fame one peribn 
of diftingnUhed abilities would undertake the work 
fingly, or that a certain number of gentlemen would 
form tbemfelves, or be formed by the Government, into 
a foeiety for that purpofe. The late ingenious Doctor 
Swift ppopofcd a plan of this nature to his friend {as he 
thought him) the Lord Treafurer Oxford, but without 
fdecefs ; prectfion and perfpicuity not being in general 
the favourite objeds of minifters, and perhaps (till lefs 
fo of that ininifter than any other. 

Many people have imagined that fo extend ve a wor|c 
would have been be& performed by a number of perfons, 
who ihould have taken their feveral departments, of ex- 
amining, lifting, winnowing, (I borrow this image from 
the Italian Crufco) purifying, and finally fixing our lan- 
guage, by incorporating their refpeliive fund* into one 
lis 
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joint dock. Bat whether this opinion be true or falfe, 
1 think the public in general, and the republic of letters 
in particular, greatly obliged to Mr Johnfon for having 
undertaken and executed fo great and defirable a work. 
Perfection is not to be expected from man ; but if we are 
to judge by the various works of Mr Jobnfon already 
publifned, we have good reafon to believe that he will 
bring this as near to perfection as any one man could 
do. The plan of it, which he published fome years ago, 
feems to me to be a proof of it.. Nothing can be more 
rationally imagined, or more accurately and elegantly 
exprefled. 1 therefore recommend the previous peruial 
of it to all thofe who intend to buy the Dictionary, and 
who, i fuppofe, are all thofe who can afford it. ' 

The celebrated dictionaries of the Florentine and 
French academies owe their prefent fize and perfection 
to very fmall beginnings. Some private gentlemen at 
Florence, and fome at Paris, had met at each other's 
houfes to talk over and confider their refpective Ian* 
guages ; upon which they publifhed fome (hort eflays, 
which eflays were the embrios of thofe perfect produc- 
tions that now do fo much honour to the two natibixs. * 
Even Spain, which feems not to be the foil where, 
of late at lead, letters have either profpered or been 
cultivated, has. produced a dictionary, and a good one 
too, of the Spanifh language, in fix large volumes m 
folio. 

I cannot help thinking it a fort of difgrace to our 
nation, that hitherto we have had no fuch ftandard of 
our language ; our dictionaries at prefent being more 
properly, what our neighbours the Dutch and the Ger- 
mans call theirs, Word books than dictionaries, in the 
fuptrior fenfe of that title. AH words, good and bad, 
are there jumbled indifcriminately together, infomoch 
that the injudicious reader may fpeak and write as inele* 
gantly, improperly, and vulgarly, as he pleafes, by and 
with the authority of one or other of our word-books'. 
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It mud be owned that oar language is at prefent in 
a ftate of anarchy ; and hitherto, perhaps, it may not 
have been the worfe for it. . Daring oar free and open 
trade, many words and ezpreffions have been imported, 
adopted, and naturalized, from other languages, which 
hare greatly enriched oar own. Let it (till preferve what 
real ftrength and beaaty it may have borrowed from 
others, but let it not, like the Tarpeian maid, be over- 
whelmed and crufhed byunneceflary foreign ornaments. 
The time for difcrimination teems to be now come. 
Toleration, adoption, and naturalization, have run their 
lengths. Good order and authority are now neceffary. 
But where (hall we find them, and at the fame time the 
obedience due to them ? We muft have recourfe to the 
old Roman expedient in times of confufton, and chufe 
a Dictator. Upon this principle I give my vote for Mr 
Johnfon to fill that great and arduous poft. And I 
hereby declare, that I make a total furrender of all my 
rights and privileges in the EngH(h language, as a free* 
born Britifh fubjecr, to the faid Mr Johnfon, during 
the term of his dictatorfhip. Nay more ; I will not 
only 6bey him, like an old Roman, as my dictator, but* 
like a modern Roman, I will implicitly believe in him 
as my Pope, and hold him to be infallible while in 
the chair, but no longer. More than this he cannot 
well require ; for I prefume that obedience can never 
be expected when there is neither terror to enforce nor 
intereft to invite it. 

I confefs that 1 have fo much honed Englifh pride, 
or, perhaps, prejudice, about me, as to think myfelf more 
confiderable for whatever contributes to the honour, 
the advantage, or the ornament, of my native country. I 
have, therefore, afenfible pleafure in reflecting upon the 
rapid progrefs which our language has lately made, 
and ftill continues to make, all over Europe. It is fre- 
quently fpokcn, and almoft univerfally undcrftood, in 
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Holland; it is, kmdly entertained as a relation in the 
moft civilized parts of Germany.; and it is ftudied.as a 
learned language, though yes Hcde ipoke, by all. thole 
in France and Italy who either rhare, or pretend to 
have, any learning. 

The fpreading the French .language over moft pads 
of Europe, to line degree of. awaking it almoftan uni~ 
▼erfal one, was always reckoned among die glories of 
the reign of Lewis XIV. But be it .remembered, .that 
the fuccefs of hiaarnfi*firft opened the^way to it; though, 
at the fame time it xnufbbe owned, >that a great. num- 
ber of moil excellent authors wfeo nonriibed in his time 
added fb-engthriltd velocity >to its progtoefs i wheceas 
oar language ba& made its way fingly by its own weight 
and merit, under' the conduct of thefo leaders, Shake- 
rpeare, Bacon, Milton, Locke, Kowton, Swift, Pope, 
Addifon, Sec. A nobler fort of conqneft, and a far more 
glorious triumph, ftnee graced by none but willing oap- 
ttves !...', 

Thefe authors, though for : the jnoft part hot indif- 
ferently translated into foreign languages, gave other 
nations a iampJe of the British genius. The. copies, 
imperfect as : they; were, pleafed,- and excited a .general 
defire of feeing the originals; and both- our authors and 
our language foon became claflical. 

But a grammar, a dictionary, and.aJiiOory of our 
language through its fevteral ftages, were ftlU wanting 
at home, and importunately called far from abroad* 
Mr Johnfon's labours will now, and, I dare (ay, very 
fully, -fiipply that want, and greatly contribute to the 
farther fpreading of our language in other countries. 
Learners were difcouraged by finding no ftandard to re- 
fort to, and, confequently, thought it incapable .of any : 
they will now be undeceived and encouraged. 

There are many hints and eonfiderations relative to 
our language which I fhould have taken the liberty of 



N°ici. THE WORLD. 255 

ftfcggefiing to Mr JoJmfon^ had I net been convinced 
that they have equally occurred to him \ but there is 
one* and a very material one it is, to which, perhaps, 
lie may not have gi*en all the neceffary attention; I 
mean the gcnteeler part of our language, which owes 
both its rife and progrefs to my fair country women% 
whole natural turn is more to the copiotiroefs than to 
the corre&iod of di&ion- I would not advife him to be 
sam enough to proficribe any of thofe happy redun- 
dancies and luxuriances of eipoefiion with which they 
have enriched our language. They willingly inflift 
fetters, but very unwillingly fubmit to wear them : in 
this cafe the tafk will be io difficult, that I defign, as a 
common friend, to propofe, in fome future Paper, the 
means which appear to me the mod likely to reconcile 
matters. 

P. 8. I hope that none of my courteous readers will, 
upon this occaiioa, be fo uncourteous as to fufpelt me 
of being a hired or interefted puff of this work ; for I 
saoft fekmnry proteft, that neither Mr Johnfon, nor any 
pcribii employed by him, nor any bookfeiler or book* 
fellers concerned in the fuccefi of it, have ever offered 
me the uiual compliment of a pair of gloves, or a bottle 
of wine ; nor has even Mr Dodfley, though my pub* 
Ufher, and, as I am informed, deeply interefted in the 
fale of this dictionary, fb much as invited me;to take a 
bit of mutton with him. 



Numb. ioi. Thursday, Dec* 5, 175:4. 

Tf^HEN I intimated in my lad paper fome diftruft 

" of Mr Johnfon's complaifance to the fairer part 

of his readers, it was becaufe i had a greater opinion 

of his impartiality and forerity as a judge than of his 
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gallantly as a fine gentleman. And indeed I am tfrell 
aware of the difficulties he would have to encounter, 
if he attempted to reconcile the polite with the gram- 
matical part of our language*. Should he, by an ad 
of power, banifb and attaint many of the favourite words 
and expreffions with which the ladies have (b profuicly 
enriched our language, he would excite the indignation 
of the moft formidable, becaufe the mod lovely, part of 
his readers : his Dictionary would be condemned as a 
fyftem of tyranny, and he hirafelf, like the laft Tarquin, 
run the ri(k of being depofed. So popular and fo power- 
ful is the female caufe ! On the other hand, (hould he, 
by an ad of grace, admit, legitimate, and incorporate, 
into our language thofe words and expreffions which, 
haftily begot, owe their birth to the incontinency of fe- 
male eloquence, what fevere cenfures might he not 
juftly apprehend from the learned part of his readers, 
who do not underftand.complaifances of that nature? 

For my own part, as 1 am always inclined to plead 
the caufe of my fair fellow -fubje&s, I (hall now take the 
liberty of laying before Mr Johnfon thofe arguments 
which; upon this occafion, may be urged in their favour, 
as introductory to the compromife which I (hall hum- 
bly offer and conclude with* 

Language is indifputably the more immediate pro- 
vince of the fair fex : there they fhine, there they ex- 
cel. The torrents of their eloquence, efpecially in the 
vituperative way, (tun all oppofition, and bear away, 
in one promifcuous heap, nouns, pronouns, verbs, moods, 
and tenfes. If words are wanting, (which indeed happens 
but feldora), indignation inftantly makesnew ones; and 
I have often known four or five fyllables, that never 
met one another before, haftily and fortuitoufly jumbled 
into' fome word of mighty import, • 

Nor is the tender part of our language left obliged 
to that foft and aqpiable fex j their love being at kaft 
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as^producltve as their indignation. Should they lament, 
ih an involuntary retirement, the abfence of the adored 
objed, they give new murmurs to the brook, new founds 
to the Echo, and new notes to the plaintive Philomela. 
But when this happy dopioufnefs flows, as ft often does, 
into gentle numbers, good gods ! how is the poetical 
didtion enriched, and the poetical licenfe extended ! Even 
in common conyerfation, f never fee a pretty mouth 
opening to fpeak but I expeft, and am feldom difap- 
pointed, fome new improvement of our language. I 
remember many expreflive words coined in that fair 
mint. I aflifted at the birth of that moft {Significant 
word Fliriatlon % which dropped from the" moft beauti- 
4p\ mouth in the world, and which has fintie received 
•the fan&ion of our moft accurate lauteat in one of his 
comedies. Some inattentive and uhdifcerning people 
have/ 1 know, taken it to be a term fynonymous with 
Coquetry; but I lay hold of this opportunity to unde- 
ceive them, and eventually to inform Mr Johnfon, 
that flirtation is fhort of coquetry, and intimates only 
the flrft hints of approximation, which fubfequent co- 
quetry may reduce t<3 thofe preliminary articles thai: ' 
commonly end in a definitive treaty. 

I wds alfo a'witnefs to the rife and progrefs of that 
flioft important verb, to fuzz ; which, if not of legiti- 
mate birth, is at lead' of fair extraction. As I am not 
fbre that it has yet made its way into Mr Johnfon's li- 
terary retirement* I think myfelf obliged to inform him 
that' it is at prefent the moft ufeful, and the moft ufed. 
word in our language, fince it means no lefs than deal- 
ing twice together with the fame pack of cards, for 
hick's fake, at Whift. - 

* Not contented with enriching our language by words 
abfolutely new, my fair countrywomen have gone ftill 
farther, and improved it by the application and exten- 
fion of old ones to various and very different fignifica- 

Volumi II. K k 
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tions. They take a word and change it, like a guinea, 
into (hillings for pocket-money, to be employed in tht 
feveral occafional purpofes of the day. For inftance, the 
adjective vaft> and its adverb vaftly > mean any thing, and 
are the fattuonable words of the moft fafbxonable peo- 
ple. A fine woman (under this head I comprehend all 
fine gentlemen too, not knowing in truth where to, place/ 
them properly) is vafUy obliged, or vaftly offended, 
vaftly glad, or vaftly forry. Large objects are vaftly 
great, fmall ones are vaftly little; and 1 had lately the 
pleafure to hear a fine woman pronounce, by a happy 
metonymy, a very fmall gold fnuff-box tjbat was produ- 
ced in company to be vaftly pretty, becaufe it was vaffc- 
)y little. Mr Johnfon wiH do well to confider ferioufijr 
to what degree he wilF reftrain the various and exten- 
five fignifications of this great word. 

Another very material point ftill remains to be confix 
dered ; I mean the orthography of our language, which 
is at prefent very various and nnfettled. 

We have at prefent two very different orthographies, 
the Pedantic, and the Polite ; the one founded upon 
certain dry crabbed rules of etymology and grammar, 
the other fingly upon the juftnefs and delicacy of the 
ear. I am thoroughly perfuaded that Mr Johnfonr 
will endeavour to eftablim the former ; and I perfectly 
agree with him, provided it can be quietly brought 
about. Spelling, as well as mufic, is better performed 
by book than merely by the ear, which may be vari- 
oufly affected by the fame founds. 1 therefore moft 
carneftly recommend to my fair countrywomen, and 
to their faithful or faithJefs fervants, the fine gentle- 
men of this realm, to furrender, as well for their own 
private as for the public utility, all their natural rights 
and privileges of mif-fpeJUng, whkh they have fo long 
enjoyed, and fo vigoroufly exerted, I have really known 
very fatal confequences attend that Ioofe and uncertain 
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practice of Auricular Orthography ; of which I (hall 
produce two in (lances as a Sufficient warning. 

A very fine gentleman wrote a very harmlefs inno- 
cent letter to a very fine lady, giving her an account 
of focne trifling commiflions which he had executed! 
according to her orders. This letter, though directed 
to the lady, was, by the miftakeof a fervant, delivered 
to, and opened by, the hufband; who {hiding all his at- 
tempts to unclerftand it unfuccefsful, took it for granted 
that it was a concerted cypher, under which a criminal 
^correspondence, not much to his own honour or ad- 
vantage, was fecretly carried on. With the letter in 
hjs hand, and rage in his heart, he went immediately 
to his wife, and reproached her in the moll injurious 
'terms with her fuppofed infidelity. The lady, confcious 
'of her own innocence, calmly requefted to fee the grounds 
of fo unjuft an accufation; and, being accuftomed to 
,the Auricular Orthography, made fliift to read to her 
iucenfed hufband the mod inoffenfive letter that ever 
was written* The hufcand was undeceived, or at leaft 
wife enough to feem fo ; for in fuch nice cafes one muft 
not peremptorily decide. However, as fudden impref- 
£ons are generally pretty ftrong, he has been obferved 
to be more fuipicious ever fince. 

The other accident had much worfe conferences, 
patters were happily brought between a fine gentleman 
and a fine lady to the deciQve period of an appointment 
at a third place. The place inhere is always the lover's 
bufmefs, the time when the lady's. Accordingly an im- 
patient and rapturous letter from the lover fignified to 
the lady the houfe and ftreet where ; to which a tender 
anfwer from the lady affented, and appointed the time 
<wken. But unfortunately, from the uncertainty of the 
lover's Auricular Orthography, the lady miftook both 
houfe and ftreet, was conveyed in a hackney chair to 
a wrong one, and, in the hurry and agitation whicty 
Kk 2 
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ladies are fometimes in upon thefe occafions, ruflied 
into a houfc where (be happened to be known, and 
ber intentions, confequently, difcovered. In the mean 
time the Ipver pafled three or four hours at the right 
place, in the alternate agonies of impatient and dilap- 
pointed love, tender fear and anxious jcaloufy. 

Such examples really make one tremble ; and will, I 
am convinced, determine my fair fellow-fubjeSs and 
their adherents to adopt, and fcrupuloufly conform to, 
Mr Johnfon's roles of true Orthography by book. Id 
return to this concefjion, I fcrioufly advife him to pub- 
Jifh, by way of appendix to his great work, a genteel 
Neological Dictionary, containing thofe polite, though 
perhaps not ftriitly grammatical, words and phrafes 
commonly ufed, .and fometimes underftood by the beau 
rponde. By fuch an act of toleration, who knows bufc 
he may, in time, bring them within the pale of the 
xtngliih language I The beft Latin dictionaries have 
commonly a (hort. fupplemental one annexed of the 
obfolete and barbarous Latin words, which pedants; 
fometimes borrow to (how their erudition. Surely then, 
my countrywomen, jjie enrichers, the patronefles, and 
the harmonizers, of- our language, deferve greater in- 
dulgence. I mud alfo hint to Mr Johnfon, that fuch 
a fmall fupplemental dictionary will contribute infinitely 
to the fale of the great one ; and 1 make no queftioft 
but that, under the protection of that little work, the 
great one will be received in the gettteeleft houfes. We 
fhall frequently meet with it in ladies' d re ding- rooms, 
lying upon the jiarpfichord, together with the knotting 
bag, and Signor di Giardino's incomparable concertos; 
and even fometimes in the powder-rooms of our young 
nobility, upon the fame (he If with their German flute* 
tjieir powder-ma&j and their four-horfe whip. 
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" Proferet io lucera fpeciofa TOcabula rerum." ft$r. 

Long darken 'd words he lhall with art refine 
Full into light; to dignify hk page 
Shall bring the beauties of a former age* 

• MrFiTZ-ADAM, 

A S an Engliflbman, I gratefully applaud the zeal 
Jl\. you ihow for afcertain.ing our language ; and am 
equally ready to acknowledge the ufe, and even the 
uecefllty, of the Neologica) pi&ionary mentioned iq. 
your laft Paper. 1 mutt, however, beg leave fo far to 
diflent from you, as to doubt the propriety of joining 
to the fixed and permanent ftandard of our language 
a vocabulary of words whicfy peril)* and are forgot 
within the corapafs of the year. 

. That we are obliged to the ladies for mod of thefe 
ornaments to our language I readily acknowledge ; 
but ic muft alfo be acknowledged that it would be de- 
grading their invention to fuppofe they would defire a 
perpetuity of any thing whofe Jofs they can fo eafily 
fupply. Jt woujd be no lefs an error to imagine that 
they wanted a repofitory for their words after they have 
worn then? out than that they wifhed for a wardrobe 
to preferve their caft-off faflijons. Novelty is their plea- 
sure : Angularity and the love of being be fore- hand \% 
greatly nattering to the female mind. From hence 
arifes the prefent tafte for planting, and the pleafure 
the ladies take in mowing their extotics, as giving them 
an opportunity of talking Greek. With what refpecl? 
ful pleafure do their admirers gaze, while their pretty 
mouths troll out the Toxicodendron, Chryfantheum* 
Orchis, Tragophon, Hypericum, and the like? 
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From hence only can we account for that jargon, 
which the French call the Boa ton* which they are 
obliged to change continually, as foqn as they find it 
profaned By any other company but one ftep lower 
than themfelves in their degrees of poKtenefs. A l*£y 
armed with a new word exolts with a confetoos fupe- 
riority, and exercifes 2 tyranny over thofe .who do not 
understand her, like the delegates of the law, with their 
Capiat , Latitat, and Venire facias : but a word .winch 
has been a month upon the Town lofes its force,' and 
jnakes as poor a figure as the 1 law put into Engfilh, 

In- order, therefore, to interpret every new word, and% 
what is ftifl more important, to give the different accep- 
tations of the fame word,?, according to the various 
Jenfes 10 which they are received and underftood in the 
different parts of this extendve metropolis, I would re- 
commend a final I portable yocabularly to be annually 
published' and bound up with the almanac. It is of 

freat confequence that a work of this nature mould be 
uly and carefully executed; beeaufe, though it is very 
grievous to be ignorant, it is much more terrible to be 
deceived or mifled ; and this is greatly to be apprehended 
worn the ahufe of turning old words from their former 
figniication to a fenfe not only very different, but often 
directly contrary to it The coining a new word, that 
k to fry, a- new found, which had no ienfe previoefly 
sffttxed to it, will probably have no other ill efrcd than 
puzzling for a while the understanding and memory; 
but what (hall we fay to the turn which the prefent age 
has taken of giving an entire new fenfe to words and 
exprcraon*, and that in fo delicate a cafe as the charac- 
ters of men ? 1 remember, when a certain perfon informed 
a large company at the polite end of the Town, that, in 
the City, a Good Man was a term meant to denote a 
main who was able and ready at all times to pay a bill 
at fight, the whole aaemfely (hook their, heads, and 
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thought it was a ftrange perverfion of language. And 
yet thefc very pcrfons are not aware that the pbrafe* 
they commonly ufe would appear equally ftrange on 
the other fide Temple-bar, A Silly Fellow, for inttance; 
would there be thought a weak young man, who had 
been fo often impofed upon that he was sot worth a 
groat; inftead of that, it it the' mod common term for 
one who poffefles the very forttfhe, talent, miftrefs, or 
preferment, which his defer ibtr wiflies to have. In like 
manner, a Silly Woman implies one who is more beau- 
tiful, young, happy, and good-natured, than the reft of 
her female acquaintance. Odd Man is a term we fre- 
quently hear vociferated in the ftreets, when a chair- 
man i$ in want of a partner. But when a lady of quality 
orders her porter to let in no Odd People, (he means all 
decent grave men, and women who have never been 
talked of, many 6f her own relations, and all her huf- 
bahd's. 

Befides thofe words which owe their rife to caprice 
or accident, there are many which, having been long 
confined to particular profeffions, offices, drftrilb, cli- 
mates, &c* are brought into public ufe by falhion, or 
the reigning topic on which conversation has happened 
to dwell for any con fider able time. During the Great 
Rebellion they talked univerfally the language of the 
Scriptures. «« To your tents, O Ifrael,'' was the well- 
known cry of Faction in the ftreets. They beat the 
enemy " from Dan even unto Beerfheba;" and ex pre f- 
fed themfelves in a manner which muft have been totally 
unintelligible except in thofe extraordinary times, when 
people of all forts happened to read the $ible. To thefe 
Succeeded the Wits of Charles's days ; to underftand 
whom it was neceffary to have remembered a great deal 
of bad poetry, as they generally began or concluded 
their difcourfe with a couplet. In our own memory, 
the late war, which began at fea, filled our mouths with 
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terms firdm that element. The land war not only en- 
larged the (ize of our fwonjs and hats, bat of our words 
alfo. . The peace taught us the language of the Secre- 
tary's office. Our country fquires made treaties about 
their game, and ladies negotiated the meeting of their 
lapdogs. Parliamentary language has been ufed with- 
out doors ; we drink claret or Port according to the 
ftate of our Bnances. To fpend a week in the country 
or town is a meafure; and if we diflike the meafure, we 
put a negative upon it. With the rails and buildings 
of the Chinefe we adopted alfo for a while their lan- 
guage. A doll of that country we called a Jofs, and 
a (light building a Pagoda. For that year we talked 
of nothing but palanquins, nabobs, mandarians, junks, 
iipoys, &c. To what was this owing bat the war ixr 
the Eaft Indies? 

I would therefore farther propofe, in order to render? 
this work complete, that a fupplement be added to it; 
which (hall be an explanation of the words, figures, and 
forms of fpeech of the country that wiH moft probably* 
be the fubjedt of converfation for the enfuing year. For 
inftance : whoever confiders the deftination of our pre- 
fent expedition muft think it high time* to publifh art 
interpretation of Weft India phrafcs, which will foonf 
become fo current among us. that no man will be fit to 
appear in company who (hall not be able to ornament 
his difcourfe with thofe jewels. For my part, I wifli 
fuch a work had Keen published time enough to have 
aflifted me in reading the following extracVof a letter 1 ' 
from one of our colonies. 

— " The Chippoways and Ofundafcs are ftilt very 
49 troublefome. Laft week they fcarped oxfe of our 
" Indians;, but the Six Nations continue firm: and at 
" a meeting of Sachems it was" determined to take up» 
" the hatchet, and make the war-kettle boil. The* 
«« French defired to fnaoke the calnmct of peace j but 
4 
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«• the half-king would not con fen t. They offered the 
•' fpeech-belt, but it was refufed. Our governor has 
«• received an account of their proceedings, together 
" with a firing of wampum, and a bundle of ikins to 
" brighten the chain." 

A work of this kind, if well executed, cannot fail to 
make the fortune of the undertaker ; for I am convin- 
ced that a Guide to the new Englifh tongue rauft have 
as great a fale as the Britifh Peerage, Baronetage, Re- 
gifter of Races, Lift of the Houfes, and other fuch like 
nomenclators, which conftitute the ufeful part of the 
modern library. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fcrvant, 

C. D. 



Numb. 103. Thursday, Dec. 19, 1754. 



I AM never better pleafed than when I can vindicate 
the honour of my native country ; at the fame time 
1 would not endeavour to defend it prepofteroufly, nor 
to contradict the eyes or the fenfes of mankind out of 
ftark good Patriotifm. The fluctuating condition of the 
things of this world neceflarily produces a change in 
manners and morals, as. well as in the face of countries 
and cities. Climates cannot operate fo powerfully on 
-conftitutions as to preferve the fame character perpe- 

' tually to the fame nations. I do not doubt but in fome 
age of the world the Boeotians will be a very lively 

% whimOcal people, and famous for their repartees; and 
that our neighbour inlanders will be remarkable for the 
truth of their ideas, and for the precifion with which 
they will deliver their conceptions. Some men are fo 
bigotted to antiquated notions, that if they were, even 
Volume II. L 1 
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in this age, to write a panegyric on Old England, they 
would cram their composition with encomiums on our 
good nature, bur bravery, and our hofpitality. This 
indeed might be a panegyric on Old England, but would 
have very little refemblance to the modern character- 
iftics of the nation. Our good nature was neceffarily 
ftured by the fpirit of party; our courage has been a 
little cramped by the aft of parliament that retrained 
prize-fighting ; and hofpitality is totally impracticable, 
fince a much more laudable cuftom has been introduced, 
and prevailed univerfally, of paying the fervants of other 
people much more than their mailer's dinner coft. Yet 
we {hall always have virtues fufficient to countenance 
very exalted panegyrics : and if fome of our more he- 
roic qualities are grown obfolete, others of a gentler 
caft, and better calculated for the help of fociety, have 
grown up and dufufed themfelvesin their room. While 
we were rough and bold we could not be polite ; while 
we feafted half a dozen Wapentakes with firloins of beef, 
and (Keep roafted whole, we could not attend to the 
mechanifm of a platt no bigger than a crown piece, 
loaded with the legs of canary birds dreffed a la Pom* 
padour. 

Let no body ftart at my calling this a polite nation. 
It (hall be the bufmefs of this paper to prove that we 
are the moft polite nation in Europe ; and that France 
muft yield to us in the extreme delicacy of our refinements. 
I might urge, as a glaring inftance in which that nation 
has forfeited her title to politenefs, the impertinent fpirk 
of her parliaments, which, though couched in very 
civil-worded remonftrances, is certainly at bottom very 
ill-bred. They have contradicted thfcir monarch, and 
crofTed his clergy, in a manner nx>t to be defended by 
a people who piqued themfelye* upon complaifance and 
attentions.— But I abominate politics; and when I 
am writingjn defence of/politenefs, fhall certainly not 
blend fo coarfe a fubje&with fo civil a theme. 
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It is not virtue that conftitutes the politenefs of a na- 
tion, but the art of reducing vice to a fyftem that does 
not (hock fociety. Politenefs (as I underftand the word) 
" is an univerfal defire of pleating others (that are not 
fl too much below one) in trifles for a little time ; and 
" of making one's intercourfe with them agreeable to 
" both parties, by civility without ceremony, by eafc 
• « without brutality, by acquiefcence without fincerity." 
A clergyman who puts his patron into a fweat, by driv- 
ing him round the room till he has found the cooled: 
place for him, is not polite. When Bubbamira changes 
her handkerchief before you, and wipes her neck ra- 
ther than leave you alone while (he (hould perform the 
refreshing office in next room, I (hould think (he is not 
polite. When Boncoeur drivers on your dreary hill, 
where, for twenty years, you have been vainly endea- 
vouring to raife reluctant plantations, and yet profefs 
that only fome of the trees have been a little kept back 
by the late dry feafon, he is not polite ; he is more, he 
ti kind. When Sophia is really pleafed with the ftench 
of a kennel, becaufe her hu(band Kkes that (he (hould 
go and look at a favourite litter, (he mud not pretend 
to politenefs ; (he is only a good wife. If this defini- 
tion, and thefe inftances, are allowed me, it will be diffi- 
cult to maintain that the nations who have had the 
moft extentive renown for politenefs had any preten- 
tions to it. The Greeks called all the reft of the world 
Barbarians; the Romans went (till farther, and treated 
them as fuch. Alexander, the beft-bred hero amongft 
the former, I moft own, was police, and (howed great 
attentions for Darius's family ; but i queftion, if he had 
not extended his attentions a little farther to the Prin~ 
cefs Statira, whether he could be pronounced quite well- 
bred. As to the Romans, fo far were they from having 
any notion of treating foreigners with regard, that there 
is not one claffic author that mentions a tingle ball or 
L 1 2 
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mafquerade given to any ftranger of diftis&ion. Nay, 
it was a common practice with them to tie kings, queens, 
and women of the firft fafbion of other countries, in 
couples like hounds, and drag them along their Via Pic- 
cadillia in triumph, for the entertainment of their (hop- 
keepers and prentices ; a practice that we (hould look 
upon with horror ! What would the Examiner have 
fatd if the Duke of Marlborough had hauled Marfhal 
Tallard to St Paul's, or the Royal Exchange, behind 
his chariot ? How defervedly would the French have 
called us favages, if we had made Marfhal Belleifle pace 
along the kennel in Fleet- ftreet, or up Ho! bourn, while 
fome of our minifters or generals called it an Ovation I 
The French, who attempt to fucceed the Romans in 
empire, and who affect to have fucceeded them in polite- 
nefs, have adopted the fame way of thinking, though 
fo contrary to true good- breeding. They have no idea 
that an Englifhman or a German ever fees a fuit of 
clothes till he arrives at Paris. They wonder if you 
talk of a coach at Vienna/ or of a foupe at London ; 
and are fo confident of having monopolized all the arts 
of civilized life, that with the greateft coroplaifance ia 
the world they affirm to you, that they fuppofe your 
Dukes and Ducheffes live in caves, with only the pro- 
perty of wider forefts than ordinary, and that let mi 
lords Anghisi with a great deal of money, live upon 
raw flefti, and ride races without breeches or faddles. 
At their houfes they receive you with wonder that 
(hocks you, or with indifference that mortifies you; and 
if they put themfelves to the torture of converting with 
you, after you have taken infinite pains to acquire their 
language, it is merely to inform you, that you neither 
know how to drefs like a fenfible man, nor to eat, drink, 
game, or divert yourfelf like a Chrtftian. How diffe- 
rent are our attentions to foreigners ! how open our 
houfes to their nobility, our purfes to their tradefmen ! 
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Bat without drawing antithefes between our politenefs 
and their ill-breeding, I (hall produce an inftance in 
which we have pufhed our refinements on the duties of 
ibciety beyond what the mod civilized nations ever ima- 
gined. We are not only well-bred in common inter- 
courfe, but our very crimes are tranfaded with fuch a 
foftnefs of manners, that though they may injure they 
are fure never to affront our neighbour. The inftance 
I mean is the extreme good- breeding that has been in- 
troduced into the fcience of robbery, which (con fide r- 
inghow very frequent it is become) would really grow, 
a nuifance to fociety, if the profeflbrs of it had not 
taken all imaginable precautions to make it as civil a 
commerce as gaming, conveyancing, toad-eating, pimp- 
ing, or any of the money- inveigling arts which have 
already got an eftablifhed footing in the world. A 
highwayman would be reckoned a brute, a monfter, if 
he had not all manner of attention not to frighten the 
ladies; and none of the great Mr Nam's laws are more 
facred than that of reftoring any favourite bauble to 
which a robbed lady has a particular partiality. Now, 
turn your eyes to France. No people upon earth has 
lefs of the fcavoir vivre than their banditti. No Tar- 
tar has lefs douceur in his manner than a French high- 
wayman. He takes your money without making you 
a bow, and your life without making you an apology. 
This obliges their government to keep up a numerous 
guStj a fevere police, racks, gibbets, and twenty trouble- 
some things, which might all be avoided if they would 
only reckon and breed up their thieves, to be good com- 
pany. 1 know that fome of our lateft imported young 
gentlemen affirm that the Sieur Mandrieu, the terror 
of the eaftern provinces, learned to dance of Marfeille 
himfelf, and has frequently fupped with the incompa- 
rable Jellio: but till I hear whether .he dies like a 
gentleman, I (hall forbear to rank him with the petti 
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matt res of our own Tyburn. How extreme is the politcflc 
of the tatter! Mrs Chenevix has not more iofinuation 
when (he fells a fnuffbox of papier mac he, or a Berga- 
mot picktootb-cafe, than a highwayman when he begs 
Co know if you have no rings or bank bills. 

An acquaintance of mine was robbed a few years ago, 
and very near (hot through the head by the going off oF 
a piilol ot the accomplished Mr M'Lean ; yet the whole 
affair was conducted with the greateft good-breed- 
ing on both fides. The robber, who had only taken 
a purfe this way, becaufe he had that morning been 
di (appointed of marrying a great fortune, no fooner re- 
turned to his lodgings than he fent the gentleman two 
Jesters of excufes, which, with lefs wit than the epifiies 
of Voiture, had ten times more natural andeafy polite- 
nefs in the turn of their ex predion. In the poft&ript, 
he appointed a meeting at Tyburn at twelve at night, 
where the gentleman might purchafe again any trifles 
he had loft; and my friend has been blamed for not ac- 
cepting the rendezvous, as it feemed liable to be con- 
ftrued by ill-natured people into a doubt of the honour 
of a man who had given him all the Satisfaction in his 
power for having unluckily been near mooting him 
through the head. 

The Lacedaemonians were the only people except 
the Englifti who feero to have put robbery on a right 
foot; and I have often wondered how a nation that 
had delicacy enough to understand robbing on the 
highway fhould, at the fame time, have been fo bar- 
barous as to efteera poverty, black broth, and virtue! 
We had no highwaymen that were men of faraion till 
we had exploded plum-porridge. 

But cf ail the gentlemen of the road who have con- 
formed to the manners of the Great World, none feem 
to me to have carried True Politenefs fo far. as a late 
adventurer, whom I beg leave to introduce to my rea- 
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ders under the title of rhe Vifiting Highwayman. This* 
refined perfon made it a rule to rob none but people he 
viiited ; and whenever he defined an impromptu of 
that kind, dreued himfelf in a rich fair, went to the la- 
dy's houfe, aflced for her, and not finding her at home, 
left his name with her porter, after inquiring which 
vay (he was gone. He then followed, or met her, on 
her return home, propofed his demands* which were 
generally for fome favourite ring or fnuffbox that he 
had feen her wear, and which he had a mind to wear 
for her fake ; and then letting her know that he had 
been to wait on her, took his leave with a cool bow, 
and without Scampering away, as other men of faftion 
do from a vifn, with really the appearance of having 
ftolen fomething. 

As I do not doubt but fuch of my fair readers as 
propofe being at home this winter will be impatient to 
lend this charming fmoggler (Charles Fleming by 
name) a card for their aflemblics, 1 am forry to tell 
them that he was hanged laft week. 
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" Seria com poffim, quod drlectantia mslim 
•• Scribrre, tu caufa es, lcctur." M*rt, 

That I rather chafe to plcafc, when I could write on ferious fubjr&s, 
70a are the caufe, reader. 

THIS being the day after the feftival of Chrift- 
mas, as alfo the laft Thurfday of the old year, I 
feel myfelf in a manner tailed upon for a paper fuit- 
able to the folemnity of the occafion. Rut upon reflec- 
tion I find it neceflary to reject any fuch confideration, 
for the fame reafoa that i have hitherto declined giving 
too ferious a turn to the generality of thele Eflays. Pa- 
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pcrs of pleafantry, enforcing fomc lefler duty, or repre- 
hending fome fafhionable folly, will be of more real 
ufe than the fine ft writing and moft virtuous moral, 
which few or none will be at the pains to read through. 
I do not mean to reproach the age with having no 
delight in any thing ferious ; but 1 cannot help obfer- 
ving, that the demand for moral effays (and the prefent 
have produced many excellent ones) has of late fallen 
very fbort of their acknowledged merits. 

The world has always confidered amufement to be 
the principle end of a public paper: and though it is the 
duty of a writer to take care that fome ufeful moral be' 
inculcated, yet unlefs he be happy in the peculiar talenc 
of couching it under the appearance of mere entertain- 
ment, his compofitions will be ufelefs; his readers will 
deep over his unenlivened inftru&ion, or be difgufted at 
his too frequently overhauling old worn-out fubje&s, 
and retailing what is to be found in every library in the 
kingdom. 

Innocent mirth and levity are more apparently the 
province of fuch an undertaking as this ; but whether 
they are really fo or not, while mankind agree to think 
fo, the writer, who (hall happen to be of a different 
opinion, muft foon find himfelf obliged either to lay 
afide his prejudices or his pen : nor ought it to be fup- 
pofed, in the prefent times, when every general topic is 
exhaufted, that there can be any other way of enga- 
ging the attention, than by reprefenting the manners 
as faft as they change, and enforcing the novelty of 
them with all the powers of drawing, and heightening 
it with all the colouring of humour. The only danger 
is, left the habit of levity mould tend to the admimon 
of any thjng contrary to the defign of fuch a work. To 
this I can only fay, that the greateft care has been ta- 
ken in the courfe of thefc Papers to weigh and con fide r 
the tendency of every fentiment and exprefiion; and if 
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any thing improper has obtained a place in them, I 
can truly aflert that it has been only owing to that in- 
advertency which attends a variooB publication ; and 
which is fo inevitable, that (however extraordinary it 
may feeoi to thofe who are now to be told it) it is 
notorious that there are papers printed in the Guardian 
which were written in artful ridicule of the very under- 
takers of that work, and their mod particular friends. 
In writings of humour, figures are ibmetimes ufed 
of fo delicate a nature, that it (hall often happen that 
fome people will fee things ha a direct contrary fenfe to 
what the author and the majority of readers underhand 
them. To fuch, the mod innocent irony may appear 
irreligion orwkkednefs. But, in the mifapprchenfion 
of this figure, it is not always that the reader is to blame, 
A great deal of irony may feem very clear to the writer, 
which may not be fo properly managed as to be fafely 
trufted to the various capacities and apprehenfiotis of all 
forts of readers. In fuch cafes the conductor of a pa- ' 
per will be liable to various kinds of cenfare, though in 
reality nothing can be proved againft him but want of 
judgment. 

Having given my general reafons a gain ft the too 
frequent writing of ferious papery it may not be im- 
proper to fpeak more particularly of the feafon which 
gave rife to thefe reflections, and to (how, that as matters 
(land at prefent, it would not even be a fanction for 
fuch kind of compofitions. Our anceftofs confidered 
Chriftmas in the double light of a holy commemora- 
tion, and a cheerful feftival ; and accordingly diftin- 
guiihed it by devotion, by vacation from bufinefs, by 
merriment and hofpitality. They feemed eagerly bent 
to make themfelves, and every body about them, happy. 
With what punctual zeal did they wiih one another a 
merry Chriftmas? and what an omiffion would jt have 
been thought to have concluded a letter without the 
Volume IL M ra 
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compliments of the feafon ! The great hall refoanded 
with the tumultuous joys of fervants and tenants, and 
the gambols they played ferved as amufement to the 
lord of the manfion and his family, who, by encoura- 
ging every art conducive to mirth and entertainment, 
endeavoured to foftcn the rigour of the feafon, and to 
mitigate the influence of winter. What a fund of de- 
light was the chufmg King and Queen upon Twelfth- 
night? and how greatly ought we to regret the neglect 
of mince-pies, which, be fides the idea of merry-making 
inseparable from them, were always confidered as the 
teft of fchifmatics ! how zealoufly were they fwal Lowed 
by the orthodox, to the utter confufion of all fanta fo- 
cal recufants! If any country gentleman ihould be fo 
unfortunate, in this age, as to ly under a fufpicion of 
herefy, where will he. find fo eafy a method of acquit- 
ing himfelf, as by the ordeal of plum-porridge ? 

To account for a revolution, which has rendered this 
feafon (fo eminently diftingnifhed formerly) now fo 
Jitrte different from the teft of the year, will be no dif- 
ficult tafk. The (hare which devotion had in the fo- 
lemnization of Chriftmas is greatly reduced ; and it is 
not to be expelled that thofe who have no religion at 
any other time of the year (hould fuddenly bring their 
minds from a habit of diffipation to a temper not very 
eafy to be taken up with the day. As to the influence 
which vacation from bufinefs and feftal mirth have had 
in the celebration of the holydays, they can have no 
particular effect in the prefent times, when a 1 mo ft every 
day is fpent like an anniverfary rejoicing, when every 
dinner is a feaft, the very tailing of our wines hard 
drinking, and our common play gaming. It is not, 
therefore, to be wondered at, that there is nothing re- 
maining in this town to characterize the time but the 
orange and roiemary, and the bellman's verfes. 
- The Romans allotted this month to the celebration 
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of the feaft called Saturnalia. During thefe holydays 
every fervant had the liberty of faying what he pleafed 
to his matter with impunity. 

■ ■ . ■ ■ " Age libertate Decembri, 

" Quando ita majorcs voluerunt, utere."— 

- Well, fincc this jovial feafon of tHe year 
Permits it, and our anceftors ordain, 
No more the dear impertinence reftrain. 

I wifh with all my heart that the fame indulgence was 
allowed to fervants in thefe times, provided that it 
would be a reftraint upon their licentioufnefi through 
the reft of the year. 

The mod fatal revolution, and what principally con- 
cerns this feafon, is the too general defertion of the 
country, the great fcene of hofpitality. Of all the fol- 
lies of this age it is the leaft to be accounted for, how 
fmall a part of fuch as throng to London in the winter 
are thofe who either go upon the plea of bufinefs, or 
to amufethemfelves with what were formerly called The 
pleafures of the place. There are the theatres, mufic, 
and, I may add, many other entertainments, which are 
only to be had in perfection in the metropolis: but it 
is really a fact, that three parts in four of thofe who 
crowd the houfes which are already built, and who 
are now taking leafes of foundations which are to be 
houfes as fa ft as hands can make them, come to town 
with the fole view of paffiog their time over a card-table. 

To what this is owing I am at a lofs to conceive ; 
but 1 have at leatt the fatisfaction of faying, that i have 
not contributed to the growth of this folly ; nor do I 
find, upon a review of all my Papers, that I have painted 
this Town in filch glowing and irrefiftible colours as 
to have caufed this forcible attraction. 1 have not fo 
much as given an ironical commendation of crowds, 
which feem to he the great allurements j nor have I 
1 
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any where attempted to put the pleasures of the Town 
in competition with thofe of the country. On the 
contrary, it has been, and will be, ray care, during the 
continuance of this work, to delineate the manners and 
fafhions of a town-life fo truly and impartially, as ra- 
ther to fatisfy than excite the curiofity of a country 
reader, who may be defirous to know what is doing in 
the World. If at any time I (hould allow the metropolis 
Its due praifes, as being the great mart for arts, faiences, 
and erudition, I ought not to be accufed of influencing 
thofe perfons who pay their vifits to it upon very dif- 
ferent considerations : nor can any thing I (hall fey of 
the tendency above mentioned be pleaded in excnle for 
coming up to Town merely to play at cards. 

P. S* It would be dealing ungratefully by my corre- 
spondents, if, at the clofe of this fecond year, I forgot 
to acknowledge the many obligations I owe them. It 
may alfo be neceflkry to add, that feveral letters are come 
to hand, which are not rejected, but pjoftponed. 
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